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PREFACE. 



TT has been the opinion of many pcrfons of great 
I ■*• fenfe and learning, that the knowledge o^ » God, 
aa well as feme other felf-evident and uncontefled no« 
, tions, is born with us» and exifts antecedent to any 
j perception or operation of the mind. They exprefs 
j*" themfelves on this fuhje£b in metaphorical terms, alto* 
gether unbecoming; philofophical and judicious enqui-* 
riesy while they aifert, that the knowledge of a Cod is 
interwoven with our conftitution, that it is written, en- 
' |;rtven, ftampt, and imprin'^ed in clear and difccrnible 
chara£^ers on the heart j in which manner of fpecch 
they affeck to follow the great orator of the Romans. 
Bythefe unartful phrafes they can mean nothing hut 
i this, that the propofition, Therb is a God, is a£lually 
I exigent in the mind, as foon as tl^ mind has its be- 
ing; and is not at firft acquired, though it may b« 
aftcf wards confirmed, by any a£l of rcafon, by any 
argument or dcmonflration. J muft confefs my inabi- 
lity to conceive this inbred knowledge, tUefe oii^inal 
; independent ideas, that owe not their being to the 6pe- 
I, Jnition of the underftanding, but arC| I Imow not be..-, 
coogenxtc and co-exillenc wiUi it. 

B * ycr 
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4 PREFAC^E TO 

For bow a man can be faicl to bave knowledge be- 
fore be knows, bow ideas can exift in tbe mind witb- 
out and before perception, I muft own is too difficult 
for me to comprebend. Tbat a man is born with a 
faculty" or cajfticity to know; tbou^i as yet without 
any a6?ual Knowledge ; and that, as the eye has a na- 
tive difpofition and aptitude to perceive tbe light, when 
fltlv oflcrcd, though as yet it never cxercifcd any aft 
ofvifion, and bad no innate images in the womb ; fa 
tlie niind is endued with a power and faculty to kno\? 
and perceive tbe truth of this propofition, Theri? ls a 
God, as foon as it fhall be reprcfcnted'to it; all this is 
clear and intejligible ; but any thing more is, as I have 
faid, above i:iy reach. In this opinion, which I bad 
many years ago entertained, I was afterwards con- 
firmed bv the famous author of tbe EfTay of Human" 
Underftanding. Nor can 1 fee, that by this doctrine 
the argument for the exiftcnce of a Deity, drawn from 
the general afTcnt of all nations (excepting pcrhapy 
fome few, Who are fo barbarous tbat they approach' 
very near the condition of Brute animals), is at all in- 
validated. For fup'pofing thdre is no inbred know- 
ledge of a God ; yet if mankind generally silent to it, 
whether their belief proceeds from their reflexion on 
tbemfelves, or on the vifible creation about them, \t 
will be certainly true, that the exiftence of a Deity car- 
ries with it tbe cleareft and moft uncontrolable evi- 
dence} fince mankind fp readily and fg univerfalty per- 
ceive and embrace it. 1 1 defcrves confideifation^ 
tbat St. Paul upon this argtiment does not appeal to 

■ the 
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blaCkmore's creation. 5 

the light within, or to any chara6lers of the Divine Be- 
ing originally engraven on the heart, but deduces tlic 
caufe from the efFc6l, and from ihe creation infecs thp 
Creator. 

It is very probable that thofe who believe an innate 
idea of a Divine Beings unproduced by any operation 
of the raind^ were led by this to another opinion, 
namely, that tliere never was in the world a real AtheiP: 
in belief and fpeculation, how many foevcr there may 
ha^e been in life and pra6lice. But, upon due cxaiiii- 
nation, this opinion, I imagine, will not abide the tefu 
which I Ihall endeavour to make evident. 

But, before I enter upon this fubje6l, it feems proper 
to take notice of the apology, which fevcral pcrfons of 
great learning and candour have made for many famous 
men, and great philofophers, unjuftly accufed of 
impiety. ^ . .» 

Whoever Ihall fet about to mend the world, and rcr 
form men's notions, as well as. their manners, vvill.cer- 
tainly be the mark of much fcandal and reproach ; and 
will eff equally be convinced, that it is too pofTible the 
greateft lovers and benefaftors of mankind may be 
reprcfented by the multitude, wliofe opinions- they 
contradict, as the worft of men. The hardy? under>- 
takers, who cxprcfs their zeal to redify the fcntihieBts 
of a prejudiced people in matters of religion j who '.la- 
bour to ftem the tide of jx>pular error, and tlrik^i -at 
the foundations of any ancient, ^eftablilhcdfuperilttion^ 
mull tkcmfelves cxpcft to be treated as p'racmaticat an<l 
infolent innovators, difturbcrs of the public peace, 
13 3 , and 
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and the grctt enemies of religion. The obferration of 
all ages confirnns this truth; and, if any man ivho is 
doubtful of it would try the ex|>eriment, I make no 
queftion he will rery foon l)c tlM>roughiy convinced. 

It is no wonder, therefore, that Anaxagoras, tho^gk 
he was the firft philofopher who plainly afTcrted an 
Eeemal Mind by whofe power the world was made, for 
oppofiog the public worftip at Athens, whofe refined 
wits were plunged in the moft fcnfelefs idolatry, an^ 
particularly for denying the divinity of the Sun, fliould 
be condemned for irrcligion, and treafon againfl'the 
Gods; and be heavily ^ned and banifiied the city. 
It is no wonder, after fo fiiarp a perfecution of this 
aealous reformer, that Socrates, tlie next fuccedbr but 
one to A(iaxagoras, and the laft of the Ionic fchool, for 
oppofing their fcandalous rabble of deities, and avert- 
ing one Divine Being, (hould be condemned for Atheifm, 
and put to deatli, by blind fuperdition and implacable 
bigotry. 

Some have bcea condemned by tlieir antagonifls for 
Smpipty, who maintain pofitions, which thofc from 
urbom tliey dilFent imagine have a tendency to the 
jdiiielief of a Deity. But this is a manifefl violation 
of jufiice, as well as candour, to impute to any man 
the r(it^)Vtc «9&i«(iuence8 of his opinion, which he him- 
self dijGilaim^ and detefts, and wlio, if he faw the 
conAexlon of lus principles witli fuch conclufions, 
would readily ^renounce them. No man can be rea* 
^foaaUy xhsr^ed with Jmore opinions than he owns; 
^d if lUis itttUoe vrtre obferred in polemical difcourfes. 
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«t well of 'theologf M phikyfbphy, mtny |ier(bn8 had 
eCcape^tltfre bard iMUiie«» and teirible cenfufcst which 
their «n|rry antagonifts have >thought iit to fix upen 
them. No oneftherefore is to be reputed «tt Athchl, 
or aneoemy-toitKgioBy upon the account of any cis 
roaeoas opinion, from which <anothcr may by a lon|^ 
chain of (equets draw that'Conclifiion-; much kfs fot 
hoMtng any do^ines in philofophy^ which the com- 
mon people are not able 'to cfcamine or comprehcndt 
who» when they meddle with fpeculations, of which 
they are vnqualified to judge, will be as apctocen* 
fure a philofopher for an Athsift, as an aftronomer for 
a magician. 

I would 'fain too in this tplace 'makelbme apology 
for the great numbers of loofe and Ticious men, who 
laugh at rcHgton, and feem in th«r conrerfation to 
(lifclaim the belief of a Deity. I do not mean an apo- 
lo^ fhr their pr:i^Uee» but their optnion. - I hope 
thefe unhappy peWbns, ac lead the greateft 5 part, wh© 
ha^ gvven up the reins to their patTions and exorbitapc 
appetites, are, ratherthan AthetAs, axarele(sand (lu<- 
pid fort of creatures, who, either out of a fupine tem- 
per, or for fear of being-difturbed^ith remorl&in their 
UDwarrantaUe enjoyments, nerer *folH:rIy confider wish 
thsnieWes, or escrcife their »rell(bn on -thinga of the 
Vi^ioft Mftportance. Thefcperfons ne%-er examine the 
aFgumcnts that enforce the heliefof a Deity, and the 
obligations of religion : but take the word of their in* 
gcnious friends, or feme atheidical pretender to pliik>- 
tfophy, who alTures them tfiera is no QfAf and thcp6- 
3 4 iosc 



d by Google 



8 -P R E F' A C JV TO * 

fgre no religion^ v And- notWiiliftanding all ^tlieifts: 
hjwe leave. given them by their principles tx) becbme 
lib&rtiiies,; yet it is- not truethat all libertines are AtHe^ 
ifjg.^.Sop^-.rplainly Si^f^t their, belief of a God; and 
otl^ers, whQ deny his exifteivie, yet do not deny it upon 
any principles, any fclieme of 'philofophy which they 
have fram«;d,. and by which they account for the ex- 
iftepcc and duration of ?hp: world, in the beautiful 
order in which we fee it, without the-aid of a Divine 
Eternal Mind. * . 

But there are two .Iprts of racn, who without in- 
juftice haye been. called Athcifts; thofe who frankly 
and in plain terms have denied the being of a God ; . 
and thofe who, though they atreited his being, denied 
TJibfe attributes and pcrfeclions, which the idea of a 
God includes; and fo, .\ylule they, acknowledged the 
name, fubverted the thing. ■ .The£e are as real Atlieifts 
as the former^ but lefs fincere. ^If any man fliould de- 
clare he.believes a Deity, butaffirms that this Deity is of ■ 
human fliape, and not eternal ;: that he derives his be- 
ing from the fortuitous. concQu^fe and complication of 
atoms 5 orj.jhough he allpwedhiaa.to be eternal, Ihould 
maintain, that he fhewed no Wifdom, defign, or pru- 
dence, in the formation, and no care or providence in 
the government, of the WQrld j that he never reflefts on 
any thing exterior to his own being, nor interefts him- 
iclf in human affairs; docs not know, or does not at- . 
tend to,, any of our actions : fucjva perfon is, indeed, 
and in efte£l, as much an Atlieift as the former. For 
though 'he -owns tlie ^appeUation,- yet his defeription is. 
., . dcdiudivc 
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Mlruffive of''tlie ided of a God.' 1 do not affirm, that 
the idea of a God implies the rejatiou of a Creator : 
but, fincc in the demonfiration of the exiftence of a God. 
vvc argue from the effeft to the caufe, and proceed 
from the contemplation of the creature to the know- 
ledge of the Creator, it is evident we cannot know there 
is a God, but we muft know' him to be the Maker, 
and, if theMaker, then the Governor and Benefaftor of 
the world. CJould there be a God, who is entirely, 
regardlefs of things without him, who is perfeflly un- 
concerned with the direftion and government of the 
world, is altogether indifferent whether we worfliip 
or affront him, and is neither pleafed nor difpleafcd 
with any of our aflions ; he would certainly to us be 
the fame as no God. The log in the fable would be 
altogether as venerable a Deity j for if he has no con- 
cern with us, it is plain we have none with him : if 
we are not fubje6V to any laws he has made for us, we 
can never be obedient or difobedient, nor can we need 
forgive nefs, or cxpeft reward. If we are not the fub- . 
jcfks of his care and' protcftion, we can owe him no 
love or gratitude ; If he either does not hear or dif- 
regards our prayers, how impertinent is it to build 
temples, and to wotfhip at his altars ! In my opinion, 
fuch notions of a Deity, which lay the axe to tlie root 
of all religion, and-make all the exprefllons of it idle 
aAd ridiculous j which deftroy the diilinftion of good , 
and bad, all morality of our a£lions, and remove all 
the grounds and reafons of fear of punifhment, and 
hope of reward ^ will juftly clen^minate a man an 

Atheift,' 
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Atha(l» Plough he «ver. fb tmich difelatms xh» iffm^ 
cniniotts tic1c> 

Thales the founcler of the Ionic ftbool^ and the 
fihtldbphert who fucceoded him^ AnaKhntuder, Aaaxk 
xnenesy Diogenes Apollionates, Anaxag^as,. and As- 
chelausy are cenfund by Ariflocle as dHhclievcrs of a 
Deity J tlieteafon he give^ is^ that tlieic phildfophevs. 
In treating of the |>rinciples of the worlds' »evcr intio* 
duce the Deicy as the efficient caufe. But if it bo 
confideredi that natural iicienoe was then in its infancy^ 
and that thofe primitive {>hllo(cipher8 -Oioly ttndertook . 
to account for the tnaterial principle out of \vhici% 
the world was made^ which •one allcrtcd to be water^ 
one iire, another airj though tliis may prove that 
they formed byt a lame and unfinilhed fchemeof phi- 
lofophy, yet it does not emce» that tbey denied the 
being of a God, or that they did not believe him to 
be the efficient caufe of aU tkmgs. It is indeed a con- 
•Tincing evidence that their philoTophy was imperfe£l, 
>as at £cft it flight -il^U be } but from their filencc oc 
-omiiTion of him in their fyftems, when they . dell gned 
^to treat only of the material caufss of things^ it is un- 
.reafonable to iSma that they denied his beii;g : and it 
is certain Anayagoras tawgbr, tliaic^ be fides matter^ it. 
\vas abfolutcly ncccflary to Atftri ^ Divine Mind, the. 
Contriver and Maker of the world j and for this religi-» 
ous principle^ as was faid belo»;, lie was at Athens au 
iliuftrious oonfeifor* 

After the death ^f Socrates, tlie lomc fchool was 
foon divided into <vanout ie^ls and philofophical par- 
tics: of the Cyrcnaic fchool, Tiicodorus and Dion 

Boi illhenic«s. 
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Boriftlienites, were refuted Atkeifts, cootemnrrs of tht 
Gods, and deriders of religion. Yet (incq it does not 
appear, tliat they had fomuM) any impious fchemt of 
phllofophyy or maintained their irreligion by any pre* 
tended principles of rcafon, it is not iniprobable thsc 
thefe men were rather abandoned Ixbenines« vithouC 
coniideration and rcfle£^ion, than fpeculative and philo- 
fophical Atheifts. 

The Italic fcliool, to its ^reat diHionovry was moie 
fertile in impiety, and produced a greater number of 
thefe irreligious philofophers. Tlic mafters, who f»*c« 
ceeded their fampus founder Pythagoras, foon degene- 
rated from his noble and pious principles, and not only 
corrupted the purity of his doflrinej but becancie down- 
right apoflatcs, renouncing the bcUef of a God^ ,and 
fubverting the foundat;ions of religion. LeucippDSi 
Democritus, Diagoras, and Protj^goras, were jvftly 
reckoned in this rank ; who afl|«:rted, that the world yf%% 
made by the cafual combination of atoms» without aa^f 
afiiftance or direftion of a Divine Mind. They taught 
their followers this doftrin©, fqpported it with 9X^r 
ments, and fo were Atheids on pretended princijpks of 
reafon. But among all the ancient. oibd«ra];e A^(;ifls,^ 
and inveterate enemies of religign^ no QX)t; fie^ma noQrft 
fmcere, or more implacable, than Epicurus, 

And though this pcrfon was perhaps of aa dulj atl 
undcrdanding, of as unrefined thought, and a^ Httlfll 
fagacity and penetration, as any man who was. cve() 
complimented with the name of a philoibpheji. y«(fQve<4 
jal great wits, and men of diflinguifhed learning, in^ thiia 

lad 
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laft age, liave been pleafcd to give the world high enco- 
miums of his capacity and fuperior attainments. 

After a long night of ignorance had overfpread the 
face of Europe, many wife men, from a generous love 
of truth, refolved to exertife their rcafon, and free 
themfelves from prejudice, and a fervile veneration of 
great names, and prevailing authority j and, growing 
impatient of tyrannical impofitions, as well in philofo- 
phy as religion, to their great honour, feparated both 
from the church of Rome, and the fchool of Ariftotle. 
Thcfe patriots of the commonwealth of learning com- 
bined to reform the corruptions, and redrcfs the grie- 
vances, of philofophy ; to pull down the Peripatetic mo- 
narchy, and fet up i free and independent ftate of fci- 
cncc ; and, being fully convinced of the weaknefs and 
unrcafonablcnefs of Ariftotlc's fyftem, which confifted 
chiefly of words without any determined meaning, and 
of idle metaphyfical definitions, of which many were 
falfe, and many unintelligible ; they in this cafe had 
recourfe to the Corpufcularian hypothcfis, and revived 
the obfolete and exploded fyftem of Epicurus. 

Many of thefe noble leaders, who had declared 
aofainft the Peripatetic ufurpation, and alTcrted the 
rights and liberties of human underflanding, called in 
this philofopher, for want of a better, to depofe Arif- 
totle. And though a general revolution did not fol- 
low, yet the dcfe6lion from the prince of fcience, as 
he was once cfteemed, was very great. When thcfe 
5rft reformers' of Ariftotle's fchool had cfpoufed the in- 
tercfl of- Epicurus, ami introduced his dodrincs, th? 
4 h 
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bis hypothcfis might be received with the kfs oppofi- 
tion, they thought it neceflary to remove the igoomini? 
ous charafter of impiety, under which their philoibpher 
had long lain. And it is indeed very natural fqr a man, 
who has cmbi aacd anuthcr*s notions and principles, ta 
believe well of his mafler, an<.l to fland up in the de- 
fence of his reputation. The learned Gaflendus is 
eminent above all others for the warm zeal he had cx- 
prclTed, and the great pains he has taken, to vindicate 
the. honour of Epicurus, and clear his charadler from 
the imputation of irreligion. 

After the unhappy fate of Anaxagoras and the 
great Socrates, it is no wonder that the philofophers, 
who fucceedcd, fhould grow more, cautious in propar 
gating their opinions, for fear of provoking the ma- 
giflratc, and making >]\enifelves obnoxious to the laws 
of their country: and, if any had formed irreligious 
fchemes, it is to be fuppofed, they would take care to 
guard, as well as they could, againft the punifhment 
to be infli6)ed on all who denied the Gods, and derii> 
ded the. eftabliflied worfhip. An Atheift cannot be 
fuppofed to be fond of fuifering, when pain and death 
are what he chiefly abhors : and therefore Epicurus, 
who, if Cicero and Plutarch knew his opinion, was a 
downright profefled Atheift, has not in terms denied^ 
but indeed afierted, the being of the Gods; and fpeaks 
honourably of them, fo far as regards the excellence 
of their nature, and their happinefs. . But when he 
dcfcribes his Gods, and gives them a human face and 
limbs, and fays they are neither incorporeal nor cor- 
poreal, 
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poreal, but as it were corporeal; while he excludes 
tiietti from any hand in making, or care in guiding 
Md governing^ the world, and undertakes to ibcw that 
all things were brought about by mere chance, with- 
out any help or direfkion of the Gods, who are alto* 
gether uncdncerned with human affairs, and regardlefs 
of Dur a6Hon$ ; he roruft laugh in himfelf, and be fup- 
pofed to have formed this ridiculous idea of a Divine 
Being merely to tfcape the chara£^er of an impious 
philofopher. For though he owns the name of a God, 
by his dcfcription he intirely deflroys the Divine Kature. 
Mor do I thinky that Ariftotle can be defended from 
the charge of Atheifm } for while he affirms, that the 
world as to its formation, as well as its progreHion and 
duration, is independent on the Gods, and owes no- 
thing to their power, wifdom, or providence, he utterly 
fubverts all pretence to religion and divine worlhip, 
and comes at lafl into the dregs of the Epicurean 
fcheme : this, I believe, 1 have plainly proved in the 
following poem. 

As to the modern AthtiAs, Vantnus, Hobbcs, and 
Spinofa ; I have fpoken of them in their turn, and ihall 
not anticipate^ wliat is faid hereafter. 

I have been determined to employ ft>me of my leifure 
hours in writing on this fubjf6^, by the melancholy 
rtiledion I have oftem macle on the growth of prophane- 
sc^, and the prevailing power of loofe and irrcligioU$ 
principles in this nation. 

It ts a mortifying condderation to all who lore man- 
kind, aad wfflk wcH to their country, that this opir.icn 
Ims of lat« years, above the example of paO; agc^, 
5 fprcad 
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i))ftad kt flontsgimis inAuence fo far tnd wide, that 
M>w, emboklcned by the powar Mid ■•rnbcr of 'm 
aflcrcorsy k tkoomes infotent tnd formidaMc. Thofe 
imptous maxims, which a frnall party in> the lail age,, 
when inflamed with wine, vented in private, are now 
the entertatmnent of the cofiee-houfe, puMidy pro* 
IbHed, and in many companies fpoken of in cool bloody. 
«$ tlie ordinary fii^je^ of converfation. 

All ages have brought forth Ibme monfters, fbmr 
profeiTors andi patrons of irreligion ; monfters in re-^ 
fpe£^ of their fca«:eni:&, as well as deformity; but the 
amaziitg abundance of thefe odious produ^ions is, I 
believe, ptcisliar to this fBrcile age. I am apt to think,, 
that moft< who were reckoned Atheifts in former reigns- 
were rather unbridkd Hbenines, than irreligious in. 
principle : but now we are fo far advanced, that the: 
in^fbion has feized the mind; the Atheifl in pra£Hce. 
is become one in f peculation, and loofenef^ of manners - 
improved to intelledtual impiety. . 

Many (which is without example) cxpfcfe an ardenc> 
aeal for* prophanenc(^', are. grown bigots in Athcifm,.- 
and wi«h.grcac indi>ftry and application propagate thcirr 
principles, form parties, and conceit meafures to carry- 
ea with vigour the cauie of irrel^iwR. They cartfe*., 
and are very fSnd of, thofe who boldly- deckre forr 
knpiety*, and Blocks all religion as cheae and impof-' 
ture. Tlieieace wits,- men of fbnfe, of large and frte- 
thoughts, and cannot foil- of- bcittg- men in falhion^. 
And as the renegades and defertsrs offt Heaven-, w^\o> 
scnouAcc. theis God lor che faTOtfr of mcn^ and chuft 

^ ■ to» 
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tof'groW poj>ulaV at'the dearefiratc, ai;c by piany prd- 
tfcfted and applaiuded j. fo thore ^re places wliere a m^n, 
that has the affurance to own the belief of a Ikity and 
a fiiturc ftace,: would be expofed and laughed out of 
countenance. Hence many aw .tcnppted to conceal 
their notions of religion, for fear .of bjaflhig their re- 
putation, and of being ncglecred and^.defpifcd by' 
thofc from whofc favbiir they cxpe^i prpfit or pro- 
motion. • ■ 

.Immediately, after the Rcftoration, the peo/ile, in- 
toxicated with the pleafurea of peace, and. influenced 
by the examp!c of a loofe court, ias well afi from their 
great "averfion to the former fanatical fVrifthefs arid 
fcverity of convcrfation, which they dctcftcd -as hypb- 
crify, indulged themfclves in' fenfual liberties, and by 
degrees funk deep into luxury and vice. Then it was 
tliat fome irreligious men, taking advantage of this 
growing diflblution of manners, begin to. propagate 
their dcteflable notions, and fow the feeds of prophancr 
nefs and impiety, which fprung up apace, and flourifh- 
cd in proportion to" the growth of immorality. Thus 
vice and irreligion, iputually aflifting each other, ex- 
tended their power by diuly encroachments j and the 
folid temper and^finrinefs of mind, which the people 
once poiTeffed, being flackcncd and diflblvcd by the . 
power of riot and forbidden pleafurc, dieir judgement 
foon became vitiated; which corruption oi tafte has" 
ever fince gradually increafed, as the confederate 
powers of vice and prophancnefs have fpread their in- 
fcftioD, and gained upon religion. 

While 
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While loofe principles and impiout opinions per« 
vorc die judgment, a petulant humour that inclines 
men to «give an air of levity and ridicule to ail their 
difcourfesy and turn every thing to mirth and raillery^ 
does in proportion get ground ; this being efteemed the 
mod: fuccers»ful method to weaken the power and autho- 
rity of religion in the minds of men. 

I would not here be underflood as if I condemned 
the qualifications of wit anci pleafantry, but only the 
roifappUcation of them. I ihall always retain a great 
value for ingenious men, provided they do not abufe 
and proltitute tlieir talents to the word purpofes; I 
mean the deriding all fobriety of manners, and turn- 
ing into jeft the principles which conlUtute our duty 
here, and allure our happinefs hereafter. But can any 
man who reveres a God, and loves his country, Aaud 
by unconcerned, while loofe and prophane wits fhew 
fo much zeal and diligence in propagating maxims, 
which tend £0 dire£);ly to the difhonour of the one, and 
tiic ruin of tlie other ? 

Should Atheifm and corruption of manners, thofe 
iafeparable companions, which, as caufes and effe£ls, 
mutually introduce and fupport each other, prevail 
much farther; ihould impious notions in any age 
hereafter generally infe£l the highefl, as well as the 
inferior ranks of men ; what confuHon of affairs mud 
enfue ! It would be impoilible to find men of princi- 
ple to fill tlie places of truil and honour, or patrons 
to promote them : merit would incapacitate and dif- 
^ualify for tlie favour of great men^ and a religious 
C charadcr 
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character would be an invincible obftru^ion to ad- 
vancement ; there would be no perfons of rank to en- 
courage tncn of worth, and bring negle£^ed virtue in- 
to faihion. On the contrary, the contemners of hea- 
ven and deridcrs of piety would be carelTed;' applaud- 
ed, and promoted ; the difpofers of preferment would 
confer all on thofe who embrace their opinions : and 
what a terrible temptation ^wouW this be to our youth, 
to accommodate their notions to thofe of the men in 
power," when they fhall fee that their favour is not 
otherwife to be procured ! 

Is it not highly probable that, in fuch an age, dubs 
and cabals would be formed of fcoffers and buffoons, 
to laugh religion out of countenance, and make the 
profeiTors of it the obje£t of public fcorn and con- 
tempt ? 

Befides, it is nattiral to believe that Magiflrates in a 
commonwealth, generally compofed of Atheifts, would 
likewife proceed to violence, and perfecute thofe whom 
they could not perfuade to embrace their notions, as 
much as any fcft of religion has ever done. For it is 
not religion, but corrupted human nature, that pufhcs 
men on to compulfive methods of obliging their ad- 
verfaries to renounce their own, and aflfcrt the opini- 
ons of men in power. It is from the faftious temper 
of a party, not the fpirit of piety, it is from pride and 
an impatience of contradiction, or from, lufl of domi- 
nion, or a violent defire of engrofling'tbe places of 
honour and profit, that men endeavoury by cruel and 
coercive methods^ to filence their oppoimtiy and fup* 

prcfs 
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pcefs their competitors. And if it will be allowed 
that haman pallions will always exert themfelves with 
uniformity, and therefore flill produce the like eifed^s t 
if we may forctel what Atheifts when in power arc 
like to do, from what they have done, as far as they 
had ability $ we may be aiTured, when they do not 
want power, they will never want a will to employ 
violence, to extinguiih the notions of piety, and the 
hateful herefy of religion. It would not be ftrange 
if Athciflical tefts in fuch a ilatc of affairs fliould be 
formed andimpofed, to keep men of dangerous prin- 
ciples out of all pods of power and profit ; and all 
tliat believed the being of a God, and the rewards and 
punifliments of anotiier life, (hould l)c looked on as 
.difafFeftcd to the government, and the diflurbers of tlic 
■public peace. 

And if fuch notions of impiety* and fuch a dege- 
nerate conftituiion of manners, Ihould ever prevail in 
this unhappy nation, any man without the gift of pro- 
phefy, and, indeed, with a very moderate penetration, 
Biayforefee, that the public will then be expofed to 
inevitable ruin. 

But before the interefts of virtue and religion are re- 
duced to fo deplorable a flate, it is to be hoped this 
once wife and fober nation will awaken from its le- 
diargy; that, .notwithHandtng the prefent popularity 
of vice, levity, atjd impiety, it may one day recover its 
velifli of foitid itBowledge and real merit ; that buf- 
foons theix\felfes may one day be expofed,. the laugh- 
ers in tlioLr torn become ridiculous^ and an AtheiAical 
C z icofler 
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fpofier be as muc!i out of credit) as a fobcr and relt- 
gious man is at prefent : virtue, ferioufnefs, and a 
due reveren.ce of facred and divine things, may revive 
among us{ and it is the duty and interefl of every 
man that loves his country, and wifiies well to man- 
kind, CO make <his utmofl: efforts to bring about fuch 
a happy revolution. This would the fooner be eflfe6J:- 
ed, if the virtuous part of ingenious men (for virtue 
has ftiU aparty) would not fupinely (land by, and fee the 
honour and interefl of religion expofed and infulted ; 
hut, inflead of an abje^, una£bive defpondence, would 
unite their endeavours^ with vigour and refolution, 
againft the conunon enemies of God and their coun- 
try. It is great pity, that in fo noble a caufe any 
fiiould ihow fuch poornefs of fpifit, as to be afhaniecl 
of afTcrting. their religion, and flcmming the tide ot 
impiety, for fear of becoming the entertainment , of 
fcoffing libertines, ' : . 

I know the gentlemen of AtheifUqil notions |>¥etend 
to refined parts, and pafs thejufelves upon the Worid 
for wits of the firfl rank t yet in debate they declitife 
argument, and rather truft to the decifioh of raillery. 
But iJF It were pofTible for thcfc gentlcmeA to Apply 
thcmfelvcs in good earnefl to the reafons ailed ged ih 
proof pf a Divine Being, in a manner that becomes ai 
.enquiry of fuch confcquence, I fhould believe' tlicir 
convi^ion were not to be defpaired of. . . 'C 

But there is little appearance that they will be evfir 
prevailed on to confider this matter with dtfliber^t^ 
'and uj^rej^diced. thought; and, therefore^ 1 am lioc 

■ {4 
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fo fanguine to think, that any arguments t can bring; 
Jthoagh ever fo clear and demonftrative, arc likely to 
.make any impreillon upon a veteran Atheift. I hAe 
hcverthelefs thought it a feafonable fervicc ro cndca- 
irour to flop the contagion, and, as far as I am able, to 
prcferve thofe who are not yet infe£^ed. 

J would entreat thefe to diftinguifli between raillery 
and argument, and not believe that mirth ought to 
determine in fo weighty a cafe ; that they would not 
iadmit of principles of the utmofl concern without ex- 
amination, and take impiety upon content; that 
they would appeal from the buffoon and the mockerj 
to the impartial decilion of right reafbn, ahd debate 
this matter with the gravity that becomes the impdr- 
tance of the fubjcft. 

Bur, fmce the gentlemen who own no obligations of 
religion for the rule of behaviour, fet up in its Head a 
fpuhous principle, which they call honour, and a 
^r«;4tnefs . of mind, that will not defcend to a mean 
jpx bafe a£lion ; let them reflect, whether that term, 
as they i)fe it, is not an empty found without aiiy de^ 
termined meaning. If honour lays a man under any 
^ligation to perform or forbear any aftion, then, it 13 
evident, honour is a law or rule, and the ti;anfgrcf- 
/lOB of it makes us guilty and obnoxious to punilh* 
mcnt : and if it be a law, it mu ft be the declaration of 
fome legiflator's will j for this is the definition of a law 
that regulates the manners of a moral agent. Now, I 
a^ a man of honour, who denies religion,, what, or 
yfho(c law he breaks^ if he deviates from 'what he ini^- 
C 3 gine& 



Google 




4« PREFACE TO 

^ines a point of honour ? It is plain thcr« can be no 
tranfgreffion, where there is no law ; no irregularity^ 
where there is no rule ; nor can a man do a hafe dr 
diftionourable thing, if he lies under no obligation t«> 
the contrary. Honour, therefore,., abftrafted from tht 
notion of religion, which enjoins it, is an idle chime- 
ra, which can have lip^c power over any man tliat 
does not believe a P ' '^ Legifiator, whofe authority 
muft enforce it.. ),pot.S-^ 

It is the fame ^' 'a and Aiffiip and gratitude, which 
are principles 'jmbcrs'^'Atheift will often commend. 
But how is ^ Juld ncfoound to be grateful, or to be a 
friend ? She* fclf ^ *^c( a contrary parr, and be treache- 
rous and ui.'^iatcful, what guilt has he coDtra6led? 
Has he .offended againft any law ? or can he becomfe 
guilty, without the breach of any ? If you fay he has 
broken' *...y law, tell us the law, and by whom it 
was made. If the laws of the Supreme Being are fet 
afide, we can lie under no regulation, but have an un- 
bounded liberty over all our aftions j we may with- 
out the leaft fault or diflionour break our oaths, fub- 
vcrt the government, betray our friends, aflaffinate 
our parents ; in fliort, commit all kinds of the moft 
deteftable crimes without remorfe j for, not being 
controled by any obligation, we may do whatever 
our paflions or our intcrefts prompt us to, without 
being accountable to any tribunal for the leaft tranf- 
greffion. ' 

If it be fajd, we are obliged by the laws of otfr 
country i I anfwer, that as to the a6lions we are fpeak- 

ing 
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iisg of, fijich as a man of honour, a great ami. generous 
mindy a frieDdy a grateful pcrfon, is fuppofed to think. 
hio^felf obliged to, thcfe are fuch as are not regulated 
by municipal laws, and therefore men are at liberty 
whether they will a6> by what they call a principle of 
honour oj not, and can juftly incur no cenfure or re- 
proach, fhould they have no regard to that pompous 
and founding wordj ^^^ '^.u^^^M '^"'^ ^^ not mo- 
rally determined, either ^ catt'^^^ '^ divine laws^ 
they may very juftly, ^^^^^ aSS^i/^/ ^^' »^ ^^'^ 
unlimited freedom in thefe *9-^ f«iv- 4* •^efides, whoever 
believes himfelf free from the c .-gj^^gj* of divine pre- 
cepts, cannot look on himfelf at.^«^ ;. .^ »y any humaa 
laws. He may indeed, from the app • wntion of pb- 
nifhment, forbear an a6lion thus forbidden, and it .is 
his intereft fo to do : but, if he thinks no divine au- 
thority makes it his duty to fubmit to the^'^^.r-giflrate, 
and obey the laws of his country, he is at liberty, fis 
to any guilt, whether he will obey or no. If he ven- 
tures the puniihment, he efcapes the (in. If an Atheift: 
fwears fidelity to his prince, what controling power 
is he under, wliich affe£):s the mind, not to betray him» 
if he think it (it and fafe to do it ? if he lets his pa- 
rents, or his patron, or his friend perilh, what inic^uity 
is he accountable for ? 

The exiftence of a God has been already cleared, 
and abundantly demonft;rated, by many pious and Ican^- 
ed authors j whence this attempt may be cenfured ^s 
impertinent and unnecetfary. But all thofe exccllenc 
performances being writ in profe. and tiic grcateft part 
C4 ' in 
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in the learned languages, ' or at leaft in a Ibholaflib 
manner, are iHraccommodated to greit numbers: not of 
a learned education ; and many who have ntore 
knowledge, and greater geilius, will not undosgd 
the trouble of reading, and coofidering the argv* 
meats expfreiled in a manner to them obfcure, dry, and 
difagreeable. I have therefore formed a poem on this 
great > and important i fubje£V, that I might give it the 
advantages jieculiar to poetry, and adapt it more to thfc 
general ap^heniion and capacity of mankind. The 
harmony of numbers' engages many to read and retain 
what they would negle6k if wiittcn in profe j and I 
perfuade myfelf tlie Epicurean philofophy had not 
lived fo long, nor. been fo much efteemed, had it not 
been kept alive and propagated by the famous poem of 
Lucretius. 

I havcchofen to dcmonftrate the exiiVencc of a God 
from the marks of wifdom, defign, contrivance, and 
the choice of ends and means, which appear in the uni- 
verfe. Out bf the various arij;uments that evince the 
truth of this proportion, " Ther<i is a God,** I have fc- 
le£^ed this as the moft evident and intelligible. 

^ I may vdrh- veafon prefcmc, that I iliall not incur 
any cenfuTc for not employing!- new arguments to prove 
the being of a '5od ; none but what have been pro- 
duced bef)re b.v many writers, even fiom the elclefl 
dftt« of philofc/phv; It was n^ver objcfted to Lucre- 
tiu?. rhat, in his applauded poem, he has not invented 
a new fyftem of pbilofophy, but only recited in poeti- 
cal numbers the ancient doftrines jbf Democritus atjd 
Epicurus. Nor can it with rcafon be fuppofcd, that 
5 the 
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di^ ;: krj^Anents by • Kvliich:^ he • fupporti fcheir. ^pNoBont 
ieere not ]bng before in the fchools of fGrecce.r ; Not 
kwc modeiin winters- on thi^ ful)je£b invaated^,bttt piur'- 
Icisd' the demoriftratioa of a God, frond the erild^t spv 
Ittsrincc of contriviinee and^wifdcm mthe vtitdle\worid^ 
iwfhich they have done with more clearnefs'amifbrength^ 
thki tho& who went -before them. And -\bhile th^fe 
have attempted to evince die exigence of a God oniy 
f Horn; the contemplation o£ coifpoteal natpccyi.X.hanre 
eaitiedthe argunfkent on to the a6^ions of li/ring^^fen; 
iitivey and intelligent beings, fo far :ks we arc ^cq\|0 wtr 
ed with them; believing thac brighter and morei noMe 
llrokes of wifdom and defign' appear inithe priiacj^lcf 
of life, fehfation, and reaibn, than in alLtheicdn^pafi 
of the material world. = ' . . .-i .. • / i 

I have endeavoured to give the fubje6t yet, greater 
id^grees !6f perfpicuity, more variety of 'ar^racnt^ as 
Wll as eafy and familiar ©xpreflioni that) tfee-ilyle- bei 
ing more pleaiing, and the dcmonfbration more readily 
apprehended, it may leave a deepcar imprcflion, apd :ijt« 
cfFe6ls.and ufefulnefs may become more extcnfBice.JhIn 
order to this, I have racely ufed amy- term of attj.^f 
airy phrafc peculiar to the. Writing and cdnTerfftkml of 
learned men . I lia ve attem ptedy as MonftetfciJ. 'Fjimjet 
ncllc has done with great, fuccefs: iti 1ms iPlur^UiyjCif 
Worlds, to bring philofophy out of die fecri^-rteilSs 
of the fchools, and ftnp it of its- uncciuth and irtyftenK 
ous. dre!s, that it may become agreeable, and admitted 
to ^ ge ner al con v eriadon. .' . v - , ■ k , » 

■ ■■ • ■ ' r. ' i :.. '.irirtakc 
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• I take it for granted, that no judicious reader will 
cxpedy in the philofophical and argumentative parts of 
this poem, the ornaments of poetical eloquence. In 
this cafe, where metaphor and defcription are not ad- 
mitted left they ihould darken and enfeeble the argu- 
inenty if the reafoning be clofe, ftrong, and eafiiy ap- 
prehended, if there be an elegant iimplicity, purity, 
and propriety of words, and a juft order and connex- 
ion of the parts, mutually fupporting and enlightening 
one another, there will be all the perfection which the 
ilyle can demand. 

I may fafely conclude, that no man will expe£t that 
in this poem I ihould borrow any embellifhments from 
the exploded and obfolete theology of the ancient ido- 
laters of Greece or Rome : that I Ihould addrcfs any 
rapturous invocations to their idle deities, or adorn 
the ftyle with allufions to their fabulous anions. I 
have more than once publickly declared my opinion, 
that a Chriftian poet cannot but appear monftrous and 
ridiculous in a Pagan drefs: that though it ihould 
be granted, that the heathen religion might be allow- 
ed a place in light and loofe fongs, mock heroic, and 
the lower lyric compoiitions j yet, in chriftian poems of 
the fublime and greater kind, the mixture of the Pagan 
theology muft, by all who are mafters of refledion and 
good fenfe, be condemned, if not as impious, at leaft 
as impertinent and abfurd. And this is a truth fo 
clear and evident, that I make no doubt it will by 
degrees force its way, and prevail over the contrary 
prance. Should Britons recover their virtue, and 

reform 
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reform their tafte, they would no more bear the hea- 
then religion in verfe, than in profe. Chriftian poets, as 
wdl as Chriftiao preachers, the bufinefs of both being to 
inftrud the people, though the laft ouly are wholly appro- 
priated to it, ihould endeavour to confirm and fpread 
their own true religion. If a divine ihould begin his 
fermon with a folemn prayer to Bacchus, or Apollo, 
to Mars, or Venus, what would the people think of 
their preacher? And is it not as really, though not 
equally, abfurd, for a poet in a great and ferious poem, 
wherein he celebrates feme wonderful and happy event 
of Divine Providence, or magnifies the illuftrious inftru- 
inent that was honoured to bring the event about, to 
addrefs his prayer to falfe deities, and cry for help- 
to the abominations of the heathen ? 

The defign of this poem is to demonftratc the felf-exif- 
tence of an Eternal Mind from the created and dependent 
exiftence of the univerfe, and to confute the hypothecs 
of the Epicureans and the Patalids, under whom all- 
the patTons of impiety, ancient ^or modern, of whatfo* 
ever denomination, may- be ranged. The firft of 
whom aiErm the world was in time caufed by chance |. 
and the other that it exifted from eternity without a- 
caufe. It is true, as before mentioned, both thefe ac- 
knowledged the exiftence of Gods i but, by their ab- 
furd and ridiculous defcription of them, it is plain they. 
had nothing elfe in view, but to avoid the obnoxious^ 
chara£ler of Atheiftical philofophers. 

This likcwife has been often objefted to the Deiils o^* 
the prefent times>. that ac leaft a great part of- tbeift» 
• . •• - ' ^ ^nly. 
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only conceal their notions under that name, r^.lulp, 
they are really to be numbered among the Atheift^^ 
I. have bicfpre exprefled my reafons, why I cannot cm-, 
brace this opinion. It is true, itideedt ;hat mo^ojf 
the Deids maintain a particular frtend/liip with the 
Atheifts, are pkafcd with theiif Joofe and impious 
converfation, and appear very tender of their credit 
said cftecm. They are charitable in. crying up,.thf^ 
fiiining qualities^ and in concealing,, excuiing, or.kiv 
fening, their immoral a6tions ; while at the fame tjmc 
they (hew an affeftation in expofmgjthe faults apd/fol- 
lics of the ChriUians, cfpeciaUy-. thofe who . are tji^c 
mod drift and regular in their manners, and appear 
to be moft in earneiJt, It is hkewife remarkable, that 
thcfe gt^ntlenicn cxprcfs no zeal for. the extirpation. of 
irreligious principles: tliey have jie\:er, as fas as . I 
know,, written any thing, againd theip.j nor arc they 
pleafed iq company to declare their deteftatipn of fuch 
impious ma^ums, or. to produce arguments to confute 
them J while. at the fame time they <Ake great} pains> 
and {how a warm zeal, to weaken the belief .of tiii^ 
J^hriftian religion, and to expofc the pretended. errorf 
of its.. different profetTorsj which fcems, indeed, 
llrangc, fincc h? that owns a God and his providence 
ihould in neafon look upon thofe whQ,,])elieve neither 
to be infinitely . more oppofiic to him, than thofe who 
agx^ee with him in the belief . of a God,, and differ only 
in the point of revealed religion. 

Befjdes, it is obferv4ihle that the prcfent.peirts.have 
soc drawn and publiihed any fcheme of religion, or 

catalogues 
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catalogues of tbe duties they are obliged to perform, 
or whence fuch obligations arife. They do not tell 
us; that they look on man as an accountable creature; 
nor if they do, for what, and to whom, or when, that 
Account is to be made, and what rewards and puiiilh« 
tdent^ will attend it. I do not afiimi they have no 
fuch fcheme in their thoughts ; but, lince they will not 
let us know their creed, and in the mean lime deride 
and triumph over that of the Chriilians, I cannot de- 
fend thei|i from thofe who fay they are juftly to be 
fdfpcacd. 

And that the Deift may clear himfelf from the fuf- 
picion of being an Athcift, or at leaft a friend and fa- 
Toorerof their principles; I could wifh he would in 
^blic affert and demonftrate the being of a God and 
his providence, and declare his abhorrence of the 
principles of thofe who diibelieve them. 

it would Hkewife give great fatisfa&ion, and remove 
the objections of thofe that charge them with dired ir- 
ixligion, if they would pleafe to give fome account of 
their* belief : Whether they look upon God as one 
who governs mankind by laws to be difcovered by the 
light of reafon, which retrain our inclinations and de^ 
tcrmine our duty ; that they would tell us wliat tliofe 
laws are, and what fanAions do enforce them 5 and; 
until this be done, they cannot well difcharge them* 
Mvk$ from the fufpicion before- mentioned. 
• ' And here I would addrefs niyfelf to the irreligious 
gentlemen of the age : and I defire them not to tak& 
tp prejudices againi;!; tlie exiftence of a God, and run 

away 
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a\^ay with impious maxims, until they hav^ excr- 
cifed their confidcration, and made 'an impartial cn- 
tjuiry into the grounds and reafons that fupport the 
"belief of a Divine Eternal Being. In order to fuch a 
rcafonable cxaminatiorn, it is but jufl: ahd decent 
they Ihould be in earneft, and hear the arguments we 
offer with temper and patience ; that they fliould 
inure themfelves to think, and weigh the force of thofc 
arguments, as Ijccomes fincere enquirers ' after truth.' 
The being of a God, and the duties that result from 
that principle, arc fuhjefts of the greateft excellence 
and dignity in thcmfelves, and of the greateft concern 
and importance to mankind; and, therefore, Ihould 
never be treated in mirth and ridicule. Generals of 
armies and counfellors of ftate, fenators, and judges, 
in the great and weighty aflTairs that come before them, 
do not put on the air of jefters and buffoons, and, in- 
ftead of grave and folemn debates, aim at nothing but 
tallies of wit, and treat their fubjefts and one anotW 
only with raillery and deriiion : yet the bufincfs pro* 
pofed to the confuleration of the perfons I fpeak to is, 
-in every refpeft, infinitely fuperior to any of theirs 
^before-mentioned. 

Are they fure there is no God, and therefore no 
sS^ligion ? If they are not, what a terrible rifque do they 
run ! If their reafons amount only to a probability, the 
xontrary opinion may be true, and that may be is 
cfnough to give them tlie moft frightful apprehenfions, 
and difturb them amidft all tlie pleafures rhcy enjoy^ 
But if they fay they are alTared, and paft doubt, there 
a is 
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is no God j let them confider, confidence in an opinion 
is not always the efFc6i: of certainty and demonflra- 
tibn. Their prcdeceflbrs, the Atheifts of former ages, 
were as certain, that is, as confident, they reafoned 
right, as they can be. They cannot pretend to clearer 
light, and greater alTurance of the truth of their max- 
ims, thai> Epicurus and Lucretius did ; or infult their 
aidverfaries with greater contempt than thofe have 
done : yet thefe men themfelves, at leaft many of them, 
allow thofe philofophers were grofsly miftaken, and 
will by no means truft to the Epicurean fcheme, as 
the foundation of their opinions. If thefe great maf» 
ters, notwithftanding their unexampled confidence, 
have been miftakcn, why may not their fucceflbrs be 
fo? 

If they fet up Ariftotle's fcheme, and think they 
fccure their principles by making the world to he 
eternal, and all efFefts and events the refult of fuch a fa- 
tal neceflTity, and an indiflblublc concatenation of caufes, 
as render it impoflible, that things that are fliould 
not be, or that they fhould be otherwife than they are ; 
let them confider, that the greateft aflertors of im- 
piety, I mean, Democritus, Leucippus, Epicurus, and 
Lucretius, oppo'fed this as an idle and incoherent 
fyftem ; and that indeed it is fo, ihall be after demon- 
flrated : and ihould not this fhake their confidence, 
that all their friends in the Epicurean fchools, who 
were fufficiently delivered from the prejudices of edu- 
cation and fuperditious impreflions, could not fee 
the leail probability in the fcheme of the Fatalifls, on 

whiqh 
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Y^hich thefe gentlemen are .pleared to rely in a matter of 
the highed importance ? 

Will they confide in Mr. Hobbes } has that philofo-, 
jbpher faid any thing new ? does he bring any Wronger 
forces into dte field, than the Epicureans did before 
lum ? Will they dedve their certainty from Spinofa > 
can fuch an obfcure, perplexed, unintelligible author 
create fuch certainty, as leaves no doubt or diflruft ? 
if he is indeed to be underflood, what does he alledge 
more than the ancient Fatalifls have done, that (hould 
amount to demonilration ? 

, Befides, if, as they pretend, they are eftablilhed 
beyond poHibility of deception in the truth of their 
maxims, why are they fo very fond of thofe authors, 
that fet up any new doctrine } and why do they em- 
brace with fo much pleaCure their new fchemes of ir- 
religion ? They are very glad to hear of any great ge- 
nius, that can invent frcfh arguments to flrengthen 
their opinions ; and does not this betray a fecret diiH- 
4ence, that demands further light and confirmation ? 

But further : ilnce thefe gentlemen fhew fo much in- 
duilry in propagating their opinions, and are fo fond 
of making profelytes to Atheifm ; fmce tlicy afFcft a 
zeal in countenancing, applauding, and preferring, thofe 
whom they have delivered from religious pifejudices, 
and reformed and refined with their free, large, and 
generous principles ; how comes it to pafs, that they 
negle6t to inform and improve their neareft relations ? 
Aie they careful to inflru£l; their wives and daughters, 
that they need not revere the imaginary phantom of a 

God; 
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'^di-tlm-r^Iigioriis the <fea(ufe'ef a timorous aii4 
/uperftitious mind, or of crafty J^rieftfi,- and cunning 
politicians ;- tiia«' thdi«fore tbej;- are fMi» f«om alKro- 
flraints of virtue and cott(cience> and iDtjr ' (iroltit^i^ 
^heVr ipiepfons iit the-mail Ik^U^us tnaaBer, v^ithouD 
jftiy*' raoftbrfe; or i^oeafy ieAfc6ik«^; 1lla^it*is idk t& 
fear >any 4itine*'pum(bnieac hecealter,- imd afr -cO tb^ 
Jhanie and •di^nour >ihac M>iay attend the lib^tieft * tHc^ 
;take, in, cafe i3Jb«y4>e«oftte puiblie^ thaif^candai proceeds 
from rhc,gior&'«.iziii^kQ6«'<»t^ people peivened wich reHo* 
.glon, dnd miiguided by a belief of a« Dmo^ Bfeii^gf 
^and'df rewaecls and. pwfiifliDAtotl ifl »n ifBagmarylife 

af^er thi$ ? : .w^-.,"- • . ^ . - 

Do they take ps^M to •inform, their eldeft fofts^ ^"at 
they owe xliem «o ^jratitutle or obedicnee? that tHey 
may ufe jm tincontrOled frecdofn in iridulging all theif 
appetites^ pafTiohs, imd .in<^Hitatl0()s > that, if they arc' 
willing lo poflcfs 'tht^jt father's honour ^d eftatc, the^r 
ritlay, by poifon or "the poinard, take a\*ray his life j and, 
if they are careful to avoid the pUDiflniicnt of the ma- 
.giftrswe by their fcctet cohdn^, they may be fully fa- 
tisfie^ of the innocence of the ^ion-j and as they have 
done themfelves- JDuch good, fo they have done their 
fathltir ab-lnjut^', and there for^! 'may enjoy in perfeft 
trarKjtiiliity the fruits of their parricfde? Whatever they 
iri^^ affirm among their Ibofe friends, I cannot can- 
c^.ivis they can bd^guilty of fo much 'fokly, as to propa-^ 
y;afie thefe opinions in Aeii^own faniilies, and idftru£b 
Aheit wives and children iri the boundlef$ hbcrties,* 
which, by the priucipics^BfAtheifna, arc their undoubted 
. ' • I> light; 
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Tight: for in all a£HoDs, where tcligion docs wot 

^intcrpofc and rcftrain us, we arc ^rfcftlv, as has beca 

iaid, free to wSt. as we think bcft for our profit and 

'pleafure. 

Bt'fides, to what a deplorable -condition would mzn- 
Itind be reduced, fhould thefe opinions be umvcrfally 
•embraccd ! If fo many kings and potentates, wiio yet 
iprofefs their belief of a God, and of rewarth and pu- 
-niihments in a life to come, do notwithHanding, from 
^oundlds ambition and a cruel temper, opprefs their 
•fubje6bs<ftt bonre, and ravage and deftroy their neigh- 
bours abroad, 'fhould think themselves free from all 
^divine obligations, and therefore too from the refiraints 
•of oaths and folemn concrafts j tlicfc fences and ftcu- 
ritics removed, what a deluge of calamities would break 
in upon the world'! what oppretlion, what violence, 
what rapkie, whatdevaOatron, would finifh the ruin of 
•human nature I for, if mighty princes are fansfied that 
it is impoffible for tltem to <\o any wrong, what bounds 
are left to infatiable avarice and exorbitant thirft of 
power ! if monarchs may without the Icaft guile violate 
their treaties, break their vows, betray their friends, 
and facrifice their truth and honour at jplcafure to their 
pallions, "or their intereifl, what truft, what confidence, 
could be fupported 'between neighbour potentates! and 
without this, what confulion and diftradlion muft of 
TiCcefrity -enfuc I 

On the other hand, if fuhjcfts were univerfaUy 
Athcifls, and looked on themfclves as under no divine 
#bligation to pay any duty or obedience to the fupreroc 

magillrate^ 
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magtftratc j if they believed that, when they took their 
oaths of allegiance, they fwore by nothing, and invo- 
cated a power not in being j that therefore thofe oaths 
oblige them no longer than they think it fafie, and for 
their interefV, to break them ; ihould fuch principles 
obtain, would not the thrones of princes be moft pre* 
carious? would not Mnbition, revenge, refentmenty or 
intereft, continually excite forae or other ^ betray or 
ad'ault the lives of their fovereigns } and wliy (ho^ld 
diey be blamed by the Atheiil for doing it ? ivky are 
traitors, aflaiTins, haters of their princes, ami enemies 
to their country, braniled with the odious lUMnes of 
ruffians and villains, if ihey lie undicr no obligations to 
Si(k otherwife tlian they 4o ? 

Should confpirator«, who alTaflinatc their lawful 
fovercign, have the good fortune to make thfiir efcape, 
1 a(k the Arheift, if he has in the lead an ill opinion -of 
them for being engaged ic fucii an execcable under- 
raking > If be fays he has not, then the point Is galn^ 
and an Athcifl is what I have repiefeoted. If he (ays 
he has, I next a(k him, why ? Let him tell me in wliat 
their guilt confids ? Is it in the breach of any divine 
law ? that cannot be, for he owns none. Is it the 
tranfgrelTion of any human law ? tell me, what obliga- 
tion he is under to obey any human law, if no divine 
law enforces fuch obedience? does their guilt confifl ia 
the breach of their duty to their prince and their oaths 
of allegiance > ftill the fame queflion recurs, what duty 
can a fubje6^ owe to a prince which divine laws do not 
£onAirute and determine ? and how can an oath of alle- 
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•gtance • biml but by virtue of fome divine commamV, 
that obliges us not to vioUtje our vows > 

By this it appears that an Atheift muft be the worfl 
of fubjefts ; thSit his .principles fubvert the thrones of 
t|)rince$,' and Undermine the foundations of govemmeBt 
And fosiedy, on which the happinefs of mankind fo 
•much depends; and tiierefore it is not pofTibk to cotr^ 
' cfeive hbvB5 there can be a greater difturber of the public 
' peace, or a greater enemy to his prince and country, 
than a profeft Atheift, who propagates with zeal his 
de(lru6liv€ opinions. 

I have proved, in the following poem, that no hypo- 
thefis hitherto invented in favour of impiety has the 
leaft ftrength or folidity, no not the lead appi'arance of 
truth to recommend it. A man muft be defertcd of 
Heaven, and inflexibly hardened, that cannot, or rather 
will not, ftc the urtreafonablenefs of irreligious princi- 
ples'. I demand only a cjindid temper in the reader, 
and a rhind pleafed with truth, and delivered from the 
iiifrejudices of atlMiftical converfation. 
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Summary Account of the following Foe My 
and of what is contained in each Book. 

npHE defign of this work is to demonftrate the cxift^ ' 
■*• encc of a Divine Eternal Mind, 

The arguments ufed for this. end arc taken from the. 
various marks of wifdom and artful contrivance, which, 
are evident to obfervation in the feveral parts of the ma- 
terial world, and the faculties of the human foul. 

The firft book contains the proof of a Deity, from, 
the inflances of delign and choice, which occur in the 
firu£lure and qualities of the earth and fea. 

The fecond purfues the proof of the fame propoiition,. 
There is a.God,^ from the celelHal motions, and 
more fully from the appearances in the foiar fyftem and; 
the air. 

In the third, the objections, which are brought by 
Atheiftical philofophers againft the hypotheiis cftabliflicd. 
Ml the two preceding books, are apfwered. 

In the fourth, is laid down the hypothefis of the 
Atomifts or Epicureans, and. other irreligious philofo- 
phers, and confuted. 

In the fifth, the doftrine of the Fatalifts, or Ariftotc- 
lians, who make the world to bq eternal, is confidered; 
and fubverted. 

In the fijcth, the argument of the two firft books is, 

vefumed, and the exiiience of God demonilrated from 

D I the 
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the prudence and art difcovcrcd in the feveral parts of 
the body of man. 

In the feventh, the fame demonftration is carried on 
from the contemplation of the inftin£ts in brute animals, 
and the faculties and operations of the foul of man. 
The book concludes with a recapitulation of what has 
been i treated of, ajid a Hynan ta the Creator of the 
World. 
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C R E A T I O N^ 
BOOK L 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The propofiiion. The invocation. The exigence of » 
God demonfttated,from the marks of vvifdom, choice^ 
and art, which appear in the viiiblc world, and infer 
an intelligent and free caufc. This evinced from the 
con tempi a'tion, i. of the earth. i. Its (rtuation. 
2. The cohrfion of its parts, not to be folvcd by any 
hypothefis yet produced. 3. Its ftability. 4. Its. 
ftrufture, or the order of its parts. 5. Its motion. 
<liurnal and annual, or elfe the motion of the fun ia 
both thofe refpei^s. The caufe of thefe motions not 
yet accounted for by any philofopher. 6. Its outfide. 
or face; tlic l>eauties and conveniences of it; its^ 
mountains, lakes, and fivers. II. The exigence of 
a God proved from the marks and impre (lions of 
prudence and defign, which appear in the fea. i. In 
its formation. 2. The proportion of its parts in re- 
fpeft of the earthy* 3.. Its fituation. 4. The con- 
texture of its parts. 5. Its brackiOi or briny q^ualii;^^. 
6. Its flux and reflux. 



"^^T O more of courts, ©f tri»mph«, or of amw, 
•*■ ^ No more of valour's force, or beauty's charms^t 
The themes of vulgar lays, with juft difdain^ 
1 leave unfung^, (he flocks,, the amorous fwainy 
The plcafurds. of the land, and terrors of th& vazht. 

1X4. Horn 
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How abjeft, how in|;lorious 'tis to lie 
Groveling in duft ami darknefs, when on high 
Empires imm^nfc ai?d rotting worlds of light, 
To range their heavenly Tcenes, the Mufe invite ! 
J meditate to foar above the Ikies, id 

To heights unknown, through wafps u^try'd, to rife : 
] would th' Eternal from his works affert, 
And fi ng the wonders of creating art. 
While 1 this unexampled tafk cflav, 
Vafs awful gulphs, a,nd beat my painful Way j 15 

Ccleftial Dove ! divine afTiftance bring, 
Suflain me on thy ftrong extended wing. 
That 1 may reach th' Almighty's facred throne> 
And make his caufclsfs poWer, the caufe of all things^ 
Thou dofl the full extent of nature fec^ [known^ 
And the wide realms of vafl immenfity : 
Eternal Wifdom thou doft cotnprehtnd^ 
Rife to her heights, and to her depths dcfcendr 
The Father's fecret dounfels thou canft tell. 
Who in his lK)fom did ft for ever dwell : 25 

Thdu on the deep's dark face, immortal Dove!" 
Thou with almighty energy dklft move 
On tlic wild wawesj incumbent didft difplay 
"Thy genial wings, and hatch primasval day^ 
Order from thee, from thee diftin£Vion came, ^3 

And all the beauties of the wondiibus frata* :■ ' 
Hence ftampt on nature we perfe^'ion find, 
yair as tli* idea in th' Ecernal Mind. 

See, through this xaft extended theatre 
Of ikill divine what fliining marks appear t 35 

Creating power is all around expreft. 
The God difcover'd^ and his care confelL 

Nature's 
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Nature's W^i birth her heavenly beauties Ihow; 
By every feature we the parent know. 
Th* expanded fphcres amazing to the fight, 40 

Magnificent with ftars and globes of light, 
The glorious orbs, which Htavcn's bright hoft compofe, 
Th' imprifon'd fea, that reftlefs ebbs and flows, 
The flu^uating fields of liquid air, 
With all the curious meteors hovering there, 45 

And tjie wide regions of the land, proclaim 
The Power Divine, that rais'd the mighty frame. 

What things foe'er are to an end referred. 
And in their motions ftill that end regard, 
Always tire fitncfs of the means refpe^, 50 

Thefe as conducive chufc, and thofe rcje£t, 
iWuft by a judgement foreign and unknown 
Be guided to rheir end, or by their own ; 
For to defi^ an ead, and to purfue 
Tliat end by means, and have it ftill in view, 55 

Demands a confcioos, wife, reflefting caufe. 
Which freely moves, and aft« by reafon's laws, 
Th^t can deliberate, means elefi:, and find 
Their due connexion with the end defign*d. 
And fince the world^s wide frame does not include 60 
A caufe with fuch capacities endued j 
Some other caufe o'er nature muft prefide, ' 
Which gave her birth, and does her motions guide. 
And here behold the caufe, which God we name. 
The fourcc of beings, and the mind fuprcrae j 65, 

Whofie perfeft wifdom, and whofc prudent care. 
With on^ confederjite voice unnumber'd worlds declare* 
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See, how the earth has gain'd that very place. 
Which of all others in the bound lefs fpace 
Is moft convenient, and will beft conduce 7© 

To the wife ends requii'd for nature's ufe. 
You, who the mind and caufe fupreme deny. 
Nor on his aid to form the world rely, 
Muft grant, had perfcdk wifdom been employed 
To find, through all th' interntiinable voi<l, 75 

A feat moft proper, and which beft became 
The earth and fea, it muft liavc been the fame. 

Now, who can this furprizing fact conceive. 
Who this event fortuitous believe, 
yhat the brute earth unguided fhould embrace 80 
The only ufeful, only proper place 
Of all the millions in the empty fpace ? 

Could ftupid atoms with impetuous fpeed 
By different roads and adverfe ways proceed ; 
From regions oppofite begin their flight, 85 

That here they might rencounter, here unite ; 
What charms could thefe tcrreftrial vagrants fee 
In this one point of all immenftty, 
That all th* enamoured troops Ihould thither flow ? 
Did they its ufeful Gtuation know ? 9^ 

And, when the fquadrons with a fwift career 
Had rcach'd that point, why did they fettle 
When nothing check'd their flight, but gulpli 
Since Epicurus and his fcholars fay 
That unobftrufled matter flies away, 
Kanges the void, and knows not where to (lay 

If 
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If you, fagacious fons of art, pretend 
That by their native force tlicy did dcfcendy 
And ccas'd to move, when they had gatn*d their cndj 
That native force till you inlightenM know, 100 

Can its myfterious fpring difclofe, and (how 
How 'tis exerted, how it does impel, 
Your unin{lru6live words no doubts difpcl. 
Wc aik you, whence does motive vigour flow ^ 
You fay, the nature of the thing is fo. 105. 

But how does this relieve th' emjiiiFer's pa'm ? 
Or how the dark impulfive power explain ? 

The Atomifts, who fkill mechanic teach, 
Wlio boad their clearer fight, and deeper reach, 
Affert their atoms took that happy feat, iio 

Determin'd thither by their inbred weight j 
That downward through the fpacious void they ftrove 
To that one point, from all the parts above. 
Giant this pofition true, though up and^ down 
Are to a fpacc not HoMted unknowa; 1 15 

But fmce they fay our earth from, room to mom 
On its own ax.is is obliged ta turn ; 
That fwifjc rotation muft difperfis in air 
All things, which on the rapid orb appear t 
And if no power that motion (hould •ontrol^ t20 

It mud disjoint and diflipate the whole, 
^is by experience uncontefled found,. 
Bodies orbicular, wlicn whirling round> 
SxHif (hake offali things on thetr furface plac^d^ 
And to a di (lance from the centre cad. tz$ 

If ponderous a£om« are fo- much in love 
With thu one point, chat all will chither movc» 

GiTC 
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Give them the fituation they dcfire ; 

But let us then, ye fages, next enquire, 

What caufc of their cohefion can you fiml > 13^ 

What props fupport, what chains the fabrick bind ? 

Why do not bcafts that hiovc, or floncs that lie 

Loofe on the field, through diftant regions fly ? 

Or why do fragments, from a mountain rent, 

Tend to the earth with fuch a fwift defcenr ? 135 

Thofe who afcribc this one determined courfe 
Of ponderous things to gravitating force,. 
Refer us to a quality occult. 
To fenfelefs words, for which while they infuk 
With juft contempt the famous Stagyrite, P4> 

Their fchools fliould blefs the world with clearer light. 
Some, the round carth*s cohefion to fecurc, 
For that bard talk employ magnetic power. 
Remark, fay they, the globe; with wonder own 
Its nature, like the fam'd attradlive ilone. 145 

This has its axis, fo th* obfcrver tells. 
Meridians, poles, aequator, parallels. 
To'the terreftrial poles by conllaat fete 
Th' obfequbus poles themfclvcs accommodate, 
And, when of this pofition difpolTefl',. 15a 

They move,, and ftrlve, nor ever will they reft. 
Till their lov*d fituat?bn they regain. 
Where pleas'd they fettle, and unmoved remain. 
And (hould you, fo experience does decide. 
Into fmall pjirts the wondrous ftone divide, 15 r 

Ten thoufand of minuted fize exprefs 
The £ame pro^eai^CHii whkli die Uv^ pojOfeis. 



d by Google 



CREATION. BookI. 4j 

Hence all the globe (*tis faid) we may conclude 

With this prevailing energy endued : 

That this attraftive, this furpriziog ilonc i64f 

Has no peculiar virtue of its own; 

Nothing but wliat is common to the whole. 

To (ides, to axis, and to either po^e. 

The mighty magnet from the centre darts 
This flrong, though fubtle force, through all the parts? 
Its aftive rays, ejaculated thence, 
•Irradiate all t\\& wide circumference. 
Whik every part is in proportion bleft. 
And of its due attraftive power poQeft ; 
While adverfe ways the adverfc atoms draw i^ 

With the fame ftrength, by nature's conftant law 
Balanc'd and fixt ; they can no longer move ; 
Through gulphs immcnfe no more unguided rove. 
If cords are puU'd two adverfe ways, wc find 
The more we draw thera, they the faftcr bind. xyt 
So when with equal vigour Nature ftrains 
This way and that thefe fine medianic chaim. 
They fix the earth, they part to part unite,* 
Prcfervc their ftru£lure, and prevent their flight. 
'Prcflurc, they fay, and weight, we muft difowa, ifio 
-As things occult, by no ideas known» 
And on the earth's magnetic power depend 
'To fix its feat, its union to defend. 

Let us this fam'd hypothecs furvey. 
And with attentive thought remark the way, 
.How eanh's attraftive parts their force difplay. 
The mafs, 'tis faid, from its wide bofora pours 
Torrents of atomSj» and eternal (howers 

Of 
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Of find magnetic darts, of matter made 
So fubtle, marble they with cafe pervade : I9» 

iKefinM, and (next to incorporeal) thin, 
Not by Aufonian glaflcs to be feen. 
Thefc emanations take iheir conftant flight 
Swift from the earth, as from the fun the light ; 
To a determined diftancc they afcend, 195 

^And there iofleft their courfe, and dowTiward tend. 

What can infult unequal Rcafon more, 
Than this magnetic, this myfterious power ? 
That cords and chains, beyond conception fmall, 
Should gird and bind fo faft this mighty ball ! 20# 

^IThat aftivc rays (hould fpring from every part, 
And, though fo fubtle, ihould fuch force exert ? 
That the light legions ihould l)e fent abioad. 
Range all the air, and travcrfe every road ! 
To ftated limits ihould excurfions make, 205 

, Then backward of themfelves their journey take > 

Should in their way to folid bodies cling. 

And home to earth the captive matter bring $ 

Where all things on its furface fpread are bound 

By their coercive vigour to the ground ! 
. Can tl«8 be done, without a Guide Divine ? 

Should we to this hypothefis incline ? 

Say, does not liere confpicuous Wifdom (hint ? 

Who can enough magnetic force admire ? 

Does it not counfel and deiign require %i^ 

To ^ve the earth this wondrous energy, 
An fuch a meafure, fuch a jufl: degree, 

That it fliould ftill perform its deilin'd talk, 

As nature's exi^s and various ufes aik ? 

For, 
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"For, fhould our globe have had a greater (hare tt» 
Of this ftrong force, by which the parts cohere. 
Things had been l)ound by fuch a powerful chain» 
That all vixjuld fix'd and tnotionlefs remain ; 
All men, like flatucs, on the earth would (land, 
>Jor would they move the foot, or ftrctch the hand; 
Birds would not range the ikies, nor beads the woods« 
Nor could the fifh divide the ftiflfen'd floods. 
Again, had this ftrangc energy been Icfs, 
Dcfcft had been as fatal as cxccfs. 
For want of cement ftrong enough to bind 150 

The ftru6hire faft, huge ribs of rock, disjoint 
Without an earthquake, from their bafe would ftart. 
And hills unhing'd from their deep roots depan. 
And, while our orb perform 'd its daily race. 
All beings, found upon its ample face, aj j 

VVould, by that motion diflipated, fly 
Whirl'd from the globe, and fcatter through the flcy ; 
They mud, ol)edicnt to mechanic laws, 
AlTcmblc where the ftronger magnet draws j 
'Whether the Sun that ftronger magnet proves^ t^^ 

Or elfe fomc planet's orb that nearer moves. 

Who can unfold the caufe that docs recall 
Magnetic rays, and make them backward fall } 
If thefe efliuvia, which do upward tend, 
Becaufc lefs heavy than the air, afcend; 145 

Why do they ever from their height retreat, 
And why return to feek their central feat ? 
From the fame caufe, ye fons of an, declare 
Can they by turns defcend, and rifle in air ? 

. . Prodigious 
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Prodigious 'tis, that one attra£)ive ray . 250 

Should this way bend, the next an adverfe way ; 
Tor, Ihould th' unfecn magnetic jets defcend 
AW the fame w»y, they could not gain their end ; 
They could not draw and bind the fabricJ^L fart, 
^nlcfs alike they every fwirt embrac'd. ,. *55 

How does Carteiius all his finews drain, ^ 

How much he labours, and bow much in vaia, . I 
The earth's attra6i:ive vigour to explain ! J 

This bold contriver thus his thoughts conveys: 
IncefTant dreams of thin magnetic rays 260 

Gulh fr©m their fountains, with impetuous force, 
In eitber pole, then take an advcrfc courfe : 
Thofe from the Southern pole the Northern feek ; 
The Southern thofe that from the Northern break : 
In cither pole thefe rays emitted meet 465 

Small pores provided, for their figures fit; 
Still to and fro they circulating pafs, 
Hold all the frame, and firmly bind the mafs. 
Thus he the parts of earth from flight refirains, 
,And girds it fad by fine imagin'd chains. 270 

But oh ! how dark is human reafon found I 
How vain the man, with wit and learning crown'd 1 
How feoble all his dren^gth, when he ellays 
To trace dark Nature, and dete£t her ways ; 
Unlefs he calls its Author to his aid, .275 

Who every fecret fpring of motion laid. 
Who over all his wondrous works prcfides, 
And to their ufeful ends their caufes guides 1 
Thefe paths in vain are by enquirers trodj 
There *s no philofophy without a God, 180 

\ Admir'd 
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Admir'd Cartciius, let the curious know. 
If your magnetic atoms always flow 
From pole to pole, what forra*d their double fource, 
What fpur'd, what gave them their inflc£led courfe ? 
Tell, what could drill and perforate the poles, 2S5 

And to th* attraftive rays adapt their holes > 
A race fo long what prompts them to purfue ? 
Have the blind troops th* important end in view ? 
How are they fare they in the poles fliall meet 
Pores of a figure to their figure fit ? 290 

Arc they witli I'uch fagacity endued 
To know, if this their journey be purfued, 
They Ihall the earth's conftrufture clofely bind. 
And to the centre keep the parts confined ? 

Let us review this whole magnetic fchcmc, 295 

Till wifer heads a wifer model frame. 
For its formation let fit atoms ftart, 
To one determin'd point, from every part. 
Encountering there from regions oppofite, 
They cla(h, and interrupt each other's flight; 300 

And, rendezvoufing with an adverfe courfe. 
Produce an equal poife, by equal force : 
For while the parts by laws magnetic a^, 
And arc at once attrafted and attra6i:; 
While match'd in ftrength they keep the doubtful fi»KI, 
And neither overcome, and neither yield. 
To happy purpofe they their vigour fpend ; 
For thefe contentions in the balance end. 
Which mull in liquid air the globe fufpend. 

Befides materials which are brute and blind, 

Did not this work require a Knowing Mind, 3 10 

. E Wh# 
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Who for the tafk (hould fit detachments chufe 

From all the atoms, which their hoft ditfufe 

Through the wide regions of the bound Icfs fpace. 

And for their rendezvous appoint the place ? 31c 

Who fliould command, by his almighty nod, 

Thefe chofcn troop?, unconfcious of the road, 

And unacquainted with th' appointed end, 

Their marches to begin, and thither lend ; 

Direft them all to take the neareft way, 320 

Whence none of all th' unnumber'd millions flray j 

Make them advance with fuch an equal pace, 

From all the adverfe regions of the fpace, 

That they at once fliould reach the deftin'd place ; 

Should mufter there, and round the centre fwarm, 

And draw together in a globous form ? 

Grant, that by n^ucual oppofition made 
Of adverfe parts, their mutual flight is ftaid j 
That thus the whole is in a balance laid 5 
Doe^ it not all mechanic heads confound, 330 

That troops of atoms, from all parts around, 
Of equal number, and of equal force. 
Should to this fingle point dire6): their courfe ; 
That fo the counter-preflure every way, 
Of eciual vigour, might their motions flay, 335 I 

And, by a fl:eady poifc, the whole in quiet lay ? J 

Befules, the fl.ru6lure of the earth regard : 
For firmnefs how is all its frame prepared I I 

With what amazing fltill is the vaft building rear*d I J 
Metals and veins of folid fl:one arc found 340 

The chief materials, which tlic globe compound. 

Sce^ 
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See, how d\e hills, which high in air afcend. 

From pole to poJe their lofty lines extend. 

Thefe ftrong unfliaken mounds refift tlie fhocks. 

Of tides and feas tempefluous, while the rocks, 34: 

That fecret in a long continued vein 
"Pafs through the earth, the ponderous pile fuftain : 

Thefc mighrs' girders, wiucli the fabrick hind, 

Thcfe ril)s robuftiind vaft, in order join'd ; 

Thcfe ful>terranean walls, difpos'd with art, i;;o 

Such fi^rcngth, and fuch liability impart, 

That ftorms ai)ovc, and earth^iuakcs under ground. 

Break not the piilars, nor the work confound. 
Give to the earth a form orbicular, 

Let it be pois'd, and hung in ambient air; 355 

^ive it the ficaation to the fun 

Such as is only fit } wlicn tliis is done, 

Suppofe it ftill remain'd a lazy heapt; 

From what we grant, you no aifiyantagc reap» 

'You cither muft the eanh from reft dillurb, 360 

Or roll around the heavens the folar orb. 
• Elfe what a dreaxiful face will nature wear ! 

How horiid will thcfe loxMsfome feats appear ! 
This ne'er wquM fee one kind refrefbing ray ; 

That would be ruin'd, but a different way, 365 

Condeoan'd to light, atid curs'd with endlcfs dayj 
A cold I(celandian defer: one would grow j 
One, like Sicilian furnace?, would glow. 
That nature may this fatal error Ihun, 
Move, which will pleafe you beft, the earth or fuu. 37a 
But, fay, from- what great builder's magazine i 
You '11 engines fetch, what flrong, what vaft machines 
E 2 Wi.U 
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Will you employ, to give this motion birth, 
And whirl fo fwiftly round the fun or earth ? 
Yet, learned heads, by what mechanic laws 375 

Will you of cither orb this motion caufc ? 
Why do they move ? why in a circle ? why 
^^^ilttijiich a.q|C;^re of velocity? 
Say, why the earth— if not the earth, the fun 
Does through his winding road the Zodiack run ? 38© 
Why do revolving orbs their tracks fublime 
So conftant keep, that fince the birth of time 
They never vary*d their accuftom*d place. 
Nor loft a minute in fo long a race ? 
But hold! perhaps I rudely prcfs too far; 385 

You are not vers*d in rcafoning fo fcvere. 
To a firft queftion your reply *$ at hand ; 
Aik but a fecond, and you fpeechlefs ftand. 
You fwim at top, and on the furface ftrivc. 
But to the depths of nature never dive : 390 

For if you did, inftru6ted you'd explore 
Divine contrivance, and a God adore. 
Yet fons of art one curious piece dcvife. 
From whofe conftrufture motion ihall arifc. 
Machines, to all philofophers 'tis known, 39 

Move by a foreign impulfe, not their own. 
Then let Gaflendtis chufe what frame he pleafc. 
By which to turn the heavenly orbs with eafe j 
Thofe orbs muft reft, till by th* exerted force 
Of fome firft mover they begin their courfe : 
Meet difpofition, meer mechanic art. 
Can never motion to the globes impart j 



d by Google 



CREATION. Book I. 55 

^nJ, if they could, the marks of wife defign 

In that contrivance would confpicuous fliine. 

Thcfe qucftions ftill recur; we ftill demand, 405 

What moves them firft, and puts them otf at hand ? 

What makes them this one way their race direct, _ 

While they a thoufand otlier ways reject ? I 

Why do they never once their courfe infleft > J 

Why do they roll with fuch an equal pace, 4i» 

And to a moment ftill perform their race ? 

Why earth or fun diurnal flages keep? 

In fpiral tracks why through the zodiac creep ? 

Who can account for this, unlefs they fay 

Tlicfc orbs th' Eternal Mind's command obey, 41 - 

Who bad them move, did all their motions guide. 

To each its deftin'd province did divide ; 

Which to compleat, he gave them motive power, 

That fhall, as Jong as he does will, endui«? 

Thus we tl^ frame of naiure have expreft ; 420 

Now view the earth in finilh'd beauty drcft ; 
The various fcenes, which various charms difplay, 
Through all th' expended theatre furvey.- 

See how fublime th" uplifted mountains rife,. 
And with their pointed heads invade the Ikies f 425. 

How the high cliffs their craggy arms extend, 
Diftinguifh dates, and fevsrd realms defend ! 
How ambient fhores confine the reftlefs deep, 
And in their ancient bounds the billows keep f: 
The hollow vales their fmiling pride unfold j , 4^^ 
What rich abundance do their bofoms hold ! 
Regard th'jir lovely veroure, ravifli'd view 
Tiu- party-coIourM flowers of various huL ! 

^ 3„ Not- 
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Not Eaftern monatchs, on their nuptial day, 

In dazzling gold and purple lliine fo gav 435 

As the bright narives of th* unlabour'd field, 

Unverfi: in fpinning, and in looms unfkill'd. 

See, how the ripening fruits the gardens crown, 

Imbibe the fun, and make his light their own ! n 

See the fvveet brooks in filver mazes creep, 440 

Enrich the meadows, and fupply the deep; 

While from their weeping urns the fountains flow. 

And vital moifture, where ihcy pafs, bcflow ! 

Admire the narrow ftrcam, and fpre?.din£: hke. 

The proud afpiring grove, and humble brake : 445, 

Kow do the forePrs and the woods delight I 

How the fweet glades and openings chann the fight! 

Obferve the pleafant lawn and airy plain, 

The fertile furrows rich with various grain ; 

How ufeful all ! how all confpire to grace 450^ 

Th' extended earth, and beautify her face ! 

Kow, fee, with how much art the parts are made; 
Witii how much wifdom arc the flrata laid, 
Of different weight, and of a different kind, 
Of fundry forms, for fundry ends defign'd ! 455. 

Here in their beds the finifli'd minerals refl, 
There the rich wombs the feeds of gold digefl. 
Here in fit moulds, to Indian nations known. 
Are cafl the feveral kinds of precious ftone ; 
The diamond here, by mighty monarchs worn, 460 
Fair as the ftar that beautifies the morn ; 
And, fplendid by the fun's embody'd ray. 
The rubies there their crimfon light difplay j 

4 There 
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There marble's various colour'd veins are fprcad; 

Here of bitumen un^uous ftores are bred. 465 

What fkill on all its furface is bcftow'd, 

To make the earth for man a tit abode ! 

The upper moulds, with a£live fpirits ftor'd, 

And ric]\ in verdant progeny, afford 

The flowery pafture, and the fhady wood, 470 

To men tl^ir phyfick, and to beads their food. 
Proceed yet farther, and a profpcft take 

Of the fwift ftream, and of the (landing lake. 

Kad not the deep been form'd, thar might contain 

All the colle6led trcafures of the main, 475 , 

Tl\e earth had (lilt o'er whelm 'd with water ftood, 

To man an uninhai)i table flood. 

Yet had not part as kindly ftaid behind, . 

In the wide cifterns of the lakes confin'd. 

Did not the fp rings and rivers drench the land, 4S0 
Our globe would grow a wildernefs of fand j 
The plants and groves, the tame and favage beafb, 
And man, their lord, would die with drought opprcft. 
New, as you fee, the floating element 
Part loofe in ftreams, pare in the ocean pent, 48 5 

So wifely is difpos'd, as may conduce 
To man's delight, or necelTary ufe. 

See how the mountains in- the midft divide 
The nobleft regions, that from cither fide 
The ftreams, which to t lie hills their currents owe 
Alay every way along the valley flow. 
And verdant wealth on all the foil bellow I 
So Atlas and the mountains of the moon, 
From north to footh, in lofty ridges run . 

E 4. Through 
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Through Afric realms, whence falling waters lave 495 

Th' inferior regions with a winding wave. 

They various rivers give to various foil, 

Niger to Guinea, and to ^gypt Nile. 

So from the towering Alps, on different fides, 

Diflblving fnows defcend in numerous tides, 5c* 

Which in the vale beneath their parties join 

To form the Rhone, the Danube, and the Rhine. 

So Caucafus, afpiiing Taurus fo. 

And fam'd Imaiis, ever white with fnow, 

Through eaftcrn climes their lofty lines extend, 505, 

And this and that way ample currents fend. 

A thoufand rivers make their crooked way. 

And difembogue their floods into the fea j 

Whence fhould they ne'er by fecret roads retire, 

And to the hills, from whence they came, afpirej 5^0 

Thev by their conftant ftreams would fo encreafe 

The watery (lores, and raife fo high the feas. 

That the wide hollow \vould not long contain 

Th' unequal treafures of the fwelling main; 

Scorning the mounds which now its tide withftand, 515 

The fea would pafs the Ihores, and drown the land. 

Tell, by what paths, what fubtcrranean ways, 
Back to the fountain's head the fea conveys 
The refluent rivers, and the land repays ? 
Tell, what fuperlor, what controling caufe 52a 

Makes waters, in contempt of nature's laws, 
Climb up, and gain th' afpiring mountains height. 
Swift and forgetful of their native weight? 

What 
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What happy works, what engines under-ground, 
What inftruments of curious art are found, 525 

Which muft with everlalling labour play, -k 

Back to their fprings the rivers to convey, > 

And keep their correfpondencc with the fea ? J 

Perhaps you *ll fay, their ftreams the rivers owe 
In part to rain, in part to melting fnowj 530 

And that th' attra£tcd watery vapours rife 
From lakes and fcas, and fill the lower Ikies : 
Thefe when condens'd the airy region pours 
On the dry earth in rain, or gentle ihowersj 
Th' iniinuating drops fink through the fand, 535 

And pafs the porous ftrainers of the land ; 
Which frelh fupplies of watery riches bring 
To every river's head, to each exhaufted fpring ; 
The dreams are thus, their lofles to repair, 
Back to their fource tranfmitted through the air ; 540 
The waters ftiH tlieir circling courfe maintain. 
Flow down in rivers, and return in rain j 
And on the foil with heat immoderate dry'd. 
To which the rain's pure treafurcs are deny'd. 
The mountains more fublirae in aether rife, 54^ 

Transfix the clouds, and tower amid^ the fkies ; 
The fnowy fleeces, which their heads involve. 
Still fiay in part, and flill in part dilTolvej 
Torrents and loud impetuous catarafts 
Through roads abrupt, and rude unfafliion'd trails, 550 
Roll down the h-fty mountain's channel'd fides. 
And to the vale coiv-v uieir foaming tides j 
At length, to make th^ir vaiJcms currents one, 
The congregated floods togcdicr run ; 
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Thcfc confluent ftrcams m»ke fomc great rirer's bead,, 

By ilores fHU melting and defccnding fed j 

Thus from th' afpiring mountains cff the moon 

Diflblving trcafures rufh in torrents down, 

Which pafs the fan-btrrnt realms and fandv foil, 

And blcfs th* ^/Egyptian nation with their Nile ; 56* 

Then whofoe*er his fccret rife vvouM know, 

Mufl climb the hills, and trace his head in fnow; 

And through the Rhine, the Danube, and the Rhone, 

All ample rivers of our milder zone, 

While they advance along the flats and plains, 565. 

Spread by the fliowers augmented, and the rains j 

Yet thefe their fource and firft beginning owe 

To (lores, that from the Alpine mountains flow ; 

Hence, when the fnows in winter ccafe to weep, 

And undiflTolv'd their flaky texture keep, 57* 

The banks with eafe their humble ftreams contain. 

Which ftvcU in funimcr, and thofe banks difdain. 

Be this account allbw'd, fay, do not here 

Th' impreflions of confummate art appear? 

In every fpacicus realm a rifing ground, 57$ 

Obfcivers tell, is in the middle found ; 
,That all the flreams, which flow from either fide. 
May through the valleys unobllru£led glide. 
What various kingdoms does the Danube lave. 
Before the Euxine fea receives its wave ! 580 

How many nations of the fun -burnt foil 
Fam'd Niger blefs ! how many drink the Nile ! 
Through what vaft regions near the rifing fun 
Does Indus, Ganges, and Hydafpes, run ! 

What 
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What happy empires, wide Eupfhrates, teem, 585. 

And pregnant grow by thy prolific ftream ! 

How many fpacious countries does the khine. 

In winding banks, and mazes ferpentine, 

TraveiTe, l>efore he fplits in Belgians plain, 

And lofl in fand creeps to the Germain main ! 5-90 

Floods which through Indian realms their courfc purftie, . 

Thst Mexico enrich, and wafh Peru, 

With their unwearied ftreams yet farther pafs, 

Before they reach the fea, and end their race. 

And fince the rivers and the floods demand, 595 

For their defcent, a prone and finking land, 

Does not this due declivity declare 

A wife Dirc6lor's providential care ? 

See, how the ftreams advancing to the main 
Through crooked channels draw their cryftal train! 600-. 
While lingering thus they in meanders glide,. 
They fcatter verdant life on either fide. 
Tlie valleys fmile, and with their flowery face 
And wealthy births confefs the floods embrace. 
But this great blefling would in part be loft, 605. 

>Jor would the meads their blooming plenty boaftj 
Did unchecked rivers draw their fluid train 
Id lines dire6t, and rapid feek the main. 

Tlie fea does next demand our view ; and there 
No lefs the marks of perfect Ikill appear. 6i* 

When firft the atoms to the congrefs came. 
And by their concourfe form'd the mighty frame, 
What did the liquid to th* aflembly call. 
To give their aid to form the ponderous ball ? 

Firft^ 
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Firft, tell us, why did any come? next?, why 615. 

In fuch a difproportion to the dry ? 

Why were the moift in number fo outdone. 

That to a thoufand dry, they are but one ? 

When they united, and together clung, 

When undiftinguilh'd in one heap they hung^ 620 

How was the union broke, the knot untyM, 

What did th' entangled elements divide ? 

Why did the moift disjjoin'd, without rerpc6t 

To their lefs weight, the loweft feat ele6l ? 

Could they difpenfe to lie below the land, 625^ 

With nature's law, and unrepeal'd command ; 

Which gives to lighter things tlie grt- atefc height. 

And feats inferior to fuperior weight ? 

Did they forefee, unlefs they lay fo low, 

The reftlefs flood the land would overflow. 

By which the dclug'd earth would ufelefs grow ? 

What, but a confcious agent, could provide 

The fpacious hollow, where tht waves refide ? 

Where, bar'd with rock, and fenc'd with hills, tlie deep 

Does in its womb the floating treafurcs keep j 635. 

And all the raging regiments reltrain 

In ftated limits, that the fwelling main 

May not in triumph o'er the frontier ride, 

And through the land licentious fpread its tide ? 

What other caufe the franiv: could fo contrive, . 640 ■ 

That, when tcmpeftuous winds the ocean drive. 

They cannot break the tye, nor difunire 

Tlie waves, which roll connedted in their flight ? 

Their. 
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^^eir bands, though ilack, no diflblution fezTp 
Th' unfever'd parts the greateft prellurc bear, 645 
Though loofe, and fit to flow, they ftill cohere. 
This apt, this wife contexture of the fca, 
Makes it the ihips driv'n by the winds obey ; 
Whence hardy merchants fail from fhore to fhore. 
Bring Indian fpices home, and Guinea's ore. 650 

When you with liquid ftorcs have fill'd the deep. 
What doe^ the flood from putrefa6lion keep > 
Should it lie (lagnant in its ample feat. 
The fun would through it fpread defbruftivc hctt. 
The wife Contriver, on his end intent, 655 

Careful this fatal error to prevent, 
And keep the waters from corruption free, 
Mixt them with fait, and feafon'd all the fea. 
What other caufe could this efFeft produce ? 
The brackifli tinfturc through the main difFufc ? 660 
You, who to folar beams this talk afllgn. 
To fcald the waves, and turn the tide to brine, 
Refle6^, that all the fluid flores, which fleep 
In the remotefl: caverns of the deep. 
Have of the briny force a greater ihare, 665 

Than thofe above, that meet the ambient air* 
Others, but oh how much in vain ! creft 
Mountains of fait, the ocean to infe6):. 
Who, vers'd in nature, can defcribe the land, 
Or fix the place on which thofe mountains fland ? 67* 
Why have thofe rocks fo long unwafled flood, 
Since, lavifli of their flock, they through the flood. 
Have, ages paft, their melting cryftal fpred. 
And with their fpoils the liquid regions fed ? 
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Yet more, the wife Contriver di<! proviilc, 6-75 
To keep the fca from fl:a;^nating the tide ; 
Which iTow \vc fee advance, and now fuhlide. 
If you exclude ihi<; great Dirci^ing Mind, 
Declare v*hat caufe of this etl-ccl: vou find. 
You who this a^lohe round its own axis drive, 680 

From that rotarion tliis event derive : 
You fay, the fca, which vvitli unequal pace 
Attends the earth in this ks rapid race, 
Docs witli its waves fall hackward to the weft, 
And, thence repeH*d, advances to the eaft : 6S5 

While this revolving motion docs endure, 
The deep muft reel, and ruOi from fhorc to fliorc : 
Thus to the fctting, and the riHng fun. 
Alternate tides in ftated order run. 
Th' experiments you bring us, to explain €90 

This notion, are impcitincKt and vain. 
An orb or ball round its own axis whirl; 
Will not the motion to a diftance hurl 
Whatever duft or fan<l you on it place. 
And drops of water from its convex face f 695 

If tliis rotation docs the fcas alFcA, 
The rapid motion rather would ejeft 
The Oores the low capacious caves contain, 
And from its amph* hafm caft the main ; 
Aloft in air would make the ocean fly, 700 

And da(h its fcattcrM waves againft the iky. 

If you, to folve th' appearance, have recourfc 
To the blight fun's, or moon's impulhve force j 
Do you, who call for demon ftration, tell 
How diftant orbs th' obedient flood impel ? 705 

This 
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This ftrong raydcrious influence explain. 

By which, to fwell the waves, they prefs the main. 

But if you chufc niuiinetic power, and fay 

Thofc hodics by attraction move the fca ; 

Till, with new light you make this fecret. known, 710 

And tell us how 'tis by attraction done, 

You leave tlic mind in darknefs ilill involv'd, 

Kor have you, hke philofophers, refolv'd 

The doubts, which we to reafoning men refer, 

But with a cant of words abufe the ear. 71^ 

Thofc, who aikrt the lunar orb prclidcs 
O'er humid bodies, and the ocean guides : 
W^hofc waves obfequious ebb, or fwelling run. 
With the dechning or increafmg moon ; 
With reafon fcem her empire to maintain, 72* 

As miftrefs of the rivers and the main. 
Perhaps her aftive influences caufe 
Th' alternate flood, and give the billow laws; 
The waters fcem her orders to obey, 
And ebb and flow, determined by her fway. 715 

Grant that the deep this foreign fovercign owns. 
That mov'd by her it this and that way runs. 
Say, by what force ihe makes the ocean fwell. 
Does (he attra£t the waters, or impel ? 
How lioes (he rule the rolling waves, and guide 730 
By fixt and conftant laws the reftlefs tide ? 
Wb.y does fnc dart her force to that degree, 
As gives fo juft a motion to the fea. 
That it ihould flow no more, no more retire. 
Than nature's various ufcful ends require ? 73 S 

A Mind 
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A Mind Supreme you therefore mull approve, 

Whofe high command caus'd matter firfl: to move : 

Who ftill preferves its courfe, and, with refpe6t 

To his wife ends, all motions does direft* 

He to the filver moon this province gave, 74» 

And €xt her empire o'er the hriny wave ; 

Endued her with fuch jufl: degrees of power, 

As might his aims and wife defigns procure. 

Might agitate and work the troubled deep, 

And rolling waters from corruption keep, 745 

But not impel them o'er their bounds of fand, 

Nor force the wafleful deluge o'er the land. 
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BOOK II. 



TfiE ARGUMENT. 

THE Introdu£lion. The numerous and important 
bleflihgs of religion. The cxiftence of a God de- 
monftratcd, from the wifclom and defiprn uJiich ap- 
pear in the motions of the heaveuly orbs ; but coqkc 
particularly in the folar.fyftem. I. In the fituatian 
of ;he fun, and its due diflancc from the earth. The 
fatal confequences of its having been placed othck 
wife than it is. II. In its diurnal motion,, whence 
the change of day and night proceeds : then in its 
annual motion, whence anfc the different degrees, ^f 
heat and cold. The confinement of the fun between 
the tropicks, not to be accounted for by any philofo- 
phical hypothecs. The difficulties of the ifame, if 
the eafth jpoves, and th^fjjn.refts. The fpring of the 
fun's motion, not to.be explained by any irreligjojus 
philofophy. The contemplation of the folar fight, 
and the ufes made or it for the end propofcd. Tlie 
appearances in the folar fyftem pot to be folved, but 
by aflcrtiqg ,a Qod. The fyfteips of Ptpjomy,! Co- 
pernicus, Tycho Brahe, apd ^Kepler, ppnUjidered. 
The folar fyftcm defcrihed, and compared with the 
fixed ftars, which are fuppofed centres of the like 
fsllems. Rcfleftipns on .t«at comparifon, Thehv- 
F pothefts 
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pothefis of Epicurus, in relation to the motion of 
the fun. Wifdom and dcfign difcovcrcd in the air 5 
in its ufeful Rru£ture, its elafticity, its various me- 
teors ; the wind, the rain, thunder, and lightning. 
A ^Qtt contemplation of tlw vegetable kind. 

/^ AR U S, by hardy Epicurus taught, 

^^ From Greece to Rome his impious fyftcro brought; 

Then war with Heaven he did infulting wage, 

And breath'd againd the Gods immortal rage : 

See, he exclaims, the fource of all our woe I 5 

Our fears and fufferings from Religion flow. 

We grant, a train of mifchiefs oft' proceeds 
From fuperflitious rites and penal creeds j 
But view Religion in her native charms, 
Difpcrfing bleflings with indulgent arms, 10 

From her fair eyes what heavenly rays are fpread I 
What blooming joys fmile round her blifsful head ! 

OfFsprine divine ! by thee we blcfs the Caufe, 
Wlio form'd the world, and rules it by his laws $ 
His independent being we adore, x^ 

Extoll his goodnefs, and revere his power ; 
Out wondering eyes his high perfections view. 
The lofty contemplation we purfue, 
' Till ravilh'd \vc the great idea find,. 
Shining io bright impreilions on our mind* t» 

InfpirM by thee, gueft of celeftial race, 
With generous love, we human-kind embrace j I 

We provocations unprovoked receive, ! 

Pttient of wrong, and eaiy to forglye; 

Protca 
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Prote£l the orphan, plead the widow's caufe, 2$ 

Nor deviate from the line unerring jufticc draws. 

Thy luflrc, bleft effulgence, can difpell 
The clouds of error, and the gloom of hell j 
Can to the foul impart etherial light. 
Give life divine and intellectual fight : 30 

Before our ravifh'd eyes thy beams difplay 
Ths opening fcenes of blifs, and endlefs day ; 
B^ which incited, we with ardour rife. 
Scorn this inferior ball, and claim the fkies. 

Tyrarits to thee a change of nature owe, 3 5 

Difmifs their tortures, and indulgent grow. 
Ambitious conquerors in their mad career, 
Checked by thy voice, lay down the fword and fpcar. 
TThc l)oldeft champions of impiety, 
Scornful of Heaven, fubdued or won by thee^ 40 
Before thy hallow'd altars bend the knee ; 
Loofe wits, made wife, a public good become^ 
The fons of pride an humble mien afTumej 
The profligate in morals grow fevcrc, 
Pefrauciers ju/l, and fycophants iincere. 45 

With amorous language and bewitching fmiles. 
Attractive airs, and all the lover's wiles. 
The fair Egyptian Jacob's fon carefs'd, 
Hung on his neck, and languifli'd on his breaft ; 
Courted with freedom now the beauteous flave, 50 

Now flattering fuecl, and threatening now did rave : 
But not the various eloquence of love, 
Nor power enrag'd, could his fix'd virtue mpve. 
See, aw'd by Heaven, the blooming Hebrew, flics 
Her artfal tongue, and more perfuafive eyc« ; c t 

Fa An.j. 
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And, fpringing from her difappointed artns. 
Prefers a duhgtfoh to forbidden charms. 

Stcdfaft in virtue's and his coumry's caufe, 
Th' illuftriotfs founder of the Jcwiftf laws, 
Who, taught by Heaven, at genuine greatncfs aim'd^ 60 
With worthy pride imperial blood difclaim'd ; 
Th' alluring hopes of Pharoah's throne rcfign'd. 
And the vain pleafure? of a court dcclin'd, 
Pleas'd with obfcure rccefs, to eafe the pains 
Of Jacob's race, and break their fervile chains; 
Such generous minds are form'd, where bleft Rclij 

Ye friends of Epicurus, look around, [reigns. 
All nature view with marics of prudence crown *d. 
Mind the wife ends, which proper means promote ; 
See how the different parts for ditferent ufe arc wrought} 
Conremphte all this conduft and dcfign, 
Then own, and praifc, th' Artificer Divine. 

Regard the orbs fublime in &thcr borne, 
Which the blue regions of the flcics adorn ; 
Compared with whofc extent, this low-hung ball, 75 
Shrunk to a point, is defpicably fmall : 
Their number, counting thofe th' unaided eye 
Can fee, or by invented tubes defcry. 
With thofe which in the advcrfe hemifphere. 
Or near each pole to lands remote appear, to 

Tl.c widcft ftrctch of human thought exceeds, 
Ai.d in th* attentive mind amazement breeds : 
While thefc fo numerous, and fo vaft of fize. 
In various ways roll through the tracklefs (kics; 
Through eroding roads perplext and intricate, -§5 

Perform their ilages, and their rounds repeat ; 

NODC 
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None by coUiiiQn from their courfe are driven, 

No (hocks, no conflifts^ break the peace of l,icavcn s 

No fhatter'd globes, no glowing fragmems fall, 

Ko worlds o*ertA>ri3k'd cculh this tcrrcftrial baU j 90 

In beauteous oxder all the orbs advance. 

And, in their mazy coniplic2ii,ted dance, 

Not in one part of ajl thje pa;chlefs &y 

Did any ever halt, or ftcp awry. 

When twice ten thoufand men deprived pf ftght 95 
To fome wide vale dircft their footfteps right j 
Shall there a various tigucM dance ellay, 
Move by juft freps, and meafur'd time obey;. 
Shall crofs eacl* other with unerring feet, 
Never miOake their place, and never meet;. xqo 

Nor fhali in many ywars the leaft dcclin? 
Fioni the fame grQuml^i and the fame winding line : 
Then may in various roads the orbs above, 
Without a guide, in psrfe^ concord move j 
Then bcSkULy, order, and harmoDious laws, 195 

May not require a wife Dircding Caufe. 

See, how th' indulgent father of the day 
At fuch d;ie dift^nce do^s his l);.*ams difplay,. 
That he his heat may give to fea and land, 
In juft degrees, as all their wants dcmaiidi 110 

But had he, in tU* unmeafurahlc fpacc. 
Of aether, chqfcn a remp^er place,- 
For inftance, pleas'd wi:h that fupcrior feat 
Where Saturn, or where Jpve, their courfc repeat j 
Or had he happened, farther yet to lie » i«5 

In the mpvc Uiiw.t ^^uaitcrs pf the fky ;. 

F 3 How 
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How fad, how wild, how cxquifitc a fccnc 
Of defolatibn, had this planet been I 
A wadeful, cold, untrodden wildernefs, 
'The gloom V^ haunts of horror and difhrefs: izq 

In (lead of woods, which crown the mountain's head. 
And the gay honours of the verdant mead ; 
Inftcad of golden fruits, the garden's pride. 
By genial (howers and folar heat fupply'd ; 
'Icelandian cold, and Hyperborean fnows, 115 

Eternal frjoft, with ice that never flows, 
Unfufferable winter, had dcfac'd 
Earth's blooming charms, and made a barren wafte t 
No mild indulgent gales would gently bear, 
On their foft wings, fweet vapours thiough the air, i3« 
The balmy fpoils of plants, and fragrant flowers. 
Of aromatic groves, and myrtle bowers, 
Whofe odoriferous exhalations fan 
The flame of life, and recreate be ^ft and man ; 
But ftorms, ev*n worfc than vex Norwegian waves, 135 
That breed in Scythia's hills, or Lapland caves, 
Would through this bleak tcrreflrial defart blow. 
Glaze it with ice, or whelm it o'er with fnow. 

Or had the fun, by like unhappy fate, 
' file£ted to the earth a nearer feat; 140 

His beams had cleft the hill, the valley dry'd, 
ExhaVd the lake, and drained the briny tide : 
A heat, fuperior far to that which broils 
Borneo, or Sumatra, Indian ides ; 
Than that which ripens Guinea's golden ore, 145 

Or burns the Libyan hind, or tans the Moor ; 

Had 
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Had laid aU nature wafte, and turn'd the land 

To hills of cinders, and to vales of fand : 

No bead^ could then have rang'd the leaflefs wood. 

Nor finny nations cut the boiling flood j 159 

Birds had not beat the airy road, the fwains 

No flocks had tended on the rufTct plains. 

Thus, had the fun's bright^ orb been more rennore, 

The cold had kilTd ; and^ if more near, the drougltf. 

. Next fee, Lucretian fageb, fee the fun 155 

His courfe diurnal and his annual run. 
How ip his glorious race he moves along, 
(^ay as a bridegroom, as a giant ilrong. 
How his unvary'd labour he repeats, 
Returns at morning, and at ev^ retreats ; . i6o 

And, by the diAribution of his light. 
Now gives to man the day, and now the night ; 
Night, when the drowfy fwain and traveller ccafc 
Their daily toil, and footh their limbs with cafe j 
When all the weary fons of woe reftrain 
Their yielding cares with flumbcr's filken chain. 
Solace fad grief, and lull reluctant pain. 

And while the fun, ne'er i^ovetoui. of reft, , 
Flies with fuch rapid fpeed from eaft to weft, 
Jn tracks oblique he through the zodiac roils, 179 

Between the northern and the louthcrn poles : 
From which revolving progrefs through the fkics> 
The needful feafons of the year arife. 
And as he now advances, now retreats, 
"Whence winter colds proceed, and fummer heats, 175 
He qualifies and cheers the air by turns, 
Which winter freezes, and which fummer burns. 

• F 4 Thus 
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Thus his kind rays the two extremes reduce, 

And keep a tehE^per iit foi* niaturc*s ufe. 

The fr6ft and drotighc, fey this alternate pcywrer, iSo 

The earth's prolific energy" reftorc. 

The lives of man and heift dem'and the change % 

Plcnce fowls the air, and ftih the ocean, range. 

Of heat and cOM this }ui\ fucceiftve reign, 

Which does the balance of the year maintain, x8j 

The gardener's hope and farmer's patience pro^s, 

Gives vernal verdure, and autumnal crop^ 

Should but the fun his duty once forget. 
Nor from the north, nor frort the fouth, retreat i 
Sliould not the beams revise, and footh the foil, 19a 
J.fcilow the furrow for tfec ploughman's toil; 
A teeming vigour fhortld they not diflPufc, 
f>:m.cnt the glebe, afnd genial fpiriti loofe^ 
\VI\ic.b lay imprifon'd in the flifFcn'd ground, 
Congeard with cold, in frofty fctteri botiftd j 19^ 

Unfruitful Earth her wretched fate woukl mourns 
T»Jo grafs woilld cloath the plairis, nb fruit the trees adorn* 

But did the lingering orb much longer ftdy, 
Unmindful of his cottrfe, tnd crooked way; 
Tl'.e earth, of dews defrauded, would deteft 200^ 

*i"he fatal favour of th' effulgent gueft ; 
To diftant worlds implore him to repair. 
And free from noxious beams the fultry air : 
His rays, produ6live now of wealth and jny. 
Would then the pafture and the hills annoy, 105 j 

And >*iih too great indulgence would deftroy : 
In vain the labouring hind would till the land, 
Turn up the glebe, nnd fow his feed in fand : 
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The meads wdtrld crack, in want ©f binding dows^ 

The channek woXiid ttt* exhaling river lofe : . ixd 

While in theif h«uM?s wild beafts expiring lic^ 

The panting herds would on the pafture die. 

But now the fun at neithef tropick flays 

A longer tinw thfan his alternate rays 

In fuoh ptoporciofr heat a«rd luflfrc gire, ii^ 

As do not ruin nature^ but re^^ive. 

When the hfight orb, to felace Sourthem fcafis. 
Inverts his eoutfe, And from the North retreats; 
As he adva«ce$y his indulgent beam 
Makes the glad earth with frefli conceptions feemj 220 
Reftores their Jcaffy honours to the woodj^ 
Flowers to the banks, alntl freedom to «h« floods j 
Unbinds the turf, exhilarates the plain, 
Brings back his labour, and recruits tlie {wMtt; 
Through all the foil a genial ferment fpreads, 225 

Regenerates the plahts, and riew ackjrns the meads 
The birds on branches pcrch'd, or on tlie wing, 
At nature's verdant reftoration fing, 
And with melodious lay falute the fpring. 

The heats of fummer benefits produce 230 

Of equal number, and of equal ufe r 
The fprouting births, arid beauteous vernal bloom. 
By warmer rays to ripe perfeftion come ; 
'f h' auftere and ponderous juices they fublhne, 'J 

'Mi^k€ them afcend the porous foil, and climb 235 f 
The orange-tree, the citron, and the lime ; -^ 

Which, drunk ib plerity by the thirfty root. 
Break forth in painted fiowen, and golden fruit : 

They 
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They explicate the leaves, and. ripen food 

For the (ilk-labourers of the mulberry wood; 444 

And the fwcet liquor on the cane beftow, 

From which prepared the lufcious fugars flow 5 

With generous juice enrich the fpi»ading vine. 

And jn the grape digcft the fprightly wine. 

SThe fragrant trees, which grow by Indian floods, 245 

And in Arabia's aromatic woods. 

Owe all their fpices to the fummer's heat. 

Their gummy tears, and odoriferous fweat. 

Now the bright fun compass the precious (lone, 

imparting radiant luflrc, like his own ; . jjp 

He tinftures rubies with their rofy hue. 

And on the fapphire fpreads a heavenly blue j 

For the proud monarch's dazzling crown prepares 

Rich orient pearl, and adamantine ftars. 

Next autumn, when the fun's withdrawing ray 155 
The night enlarges, and contrafts the day. 
To crown his labour, to the farmer yields 
The yellow treafures of his fruitful fields; 
Ripens the harvtft for the crooked fteel 
<While bending ftalks the rural weapon feel) j j6o 
The fragrant fruit for the nice palate fits, 
And to the prcfs the fwelling grape fubmits. 

At length, forfaken by the folar rays, * 

See, drooping Nature fickens and decays; \ 

While Winter all his fnowy (lores difplays, 465 / 
In hoary triumph unmolefted reigns 
O'er barren hills, and bleak untrodden plains ; 
Hardc;is the glebe, the Ihady grove deforms, 
fetters the floods, and (hakes the air witli ftorms. 

Now- 
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Now aftivc fpirits arc rcftrain'd with cold, 270 

And prifons, cramp'd with ice, the genial captiv es hold 

The meads their flowery pride no longer wear^ 

And trees extend their naked arms in air; 

The frozen furrow, and the fallow field, 

Nor to the fpade, nor to the harrow, yield. 17^ 

Yet in their turn the fnows and frofts produce 
Various efFefts, and of important ufe. 
Th* intemperate heats of fummer are control'd 
By winter's rigour, and inclement cold. 
Which checks contagious fpawn, and noxious fleamS| 
The fatal offspring of immoderate beams 5 
Th* exhaufted air with vital nitre fills, 
Infe£iion (lops, and deaths in embryo kills ; 
Conftrains the glel>e, keeps back the hurtful weed. 
And fits the furrow for the vernal feed. 285 

The fpirits now, as faid, imprifon'd flay, 
Which clfe, by warmer fun-beams drawn away, 
Would roam in air, and diflipated flray. 
Thus are the winter frofts to nature kind, 
Frofts, which reduce exceflive heats, and bind 290 

Prolific ferments in refiftlcfs chains. 
Whence parent earth her fruitfulnefs maintains. 
To compafs all thefe happy ends, the fun 
Ih winding tra£ls does through the zodiac run. 

You, who fo much are vers'd in caufef , tell, 295 
What from the tropicks can the- fun repel ? 
What vigorous arm, what repercuffive blow. 
Bandies the mighty globe ftill to and fro, 
Yet with fuch condu£l;, fuch une)rring art, 
• He never did the uacklefs road defert^? 309 

* Why 
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Why does he never m his fpiral race 

The tropicks or the polar circles pafs ? 

What gulplis, what mounds, what terroinrs, can control 

The ruihing orb, and make him backward roll ? 

Why Ihould he halt at cither ftation ? why 3#5 

Not forward rua in unobftruftive iky ? 

Can he not pafs an aftroncmic line? 

Or does he dread th* imaginary figa ; 

That he (hould ne'er advance to either pole, 

Nor farther yet in liquid aether roll, 3^a 

Till he has gainM foroe unfrequented place. 

Loft: to the world in vaft. unmeafur'd fpace ? 

If to the old you the new fchools prefer, 
And to the fam'd Copernicus a;lhcrc ; 
)f you efteem that fuppofition befl:, 31^5 

Which moves the earth, and leaves the fun at rcftj 
With a new veil your ignorance you hide. 
Still is the knot as hard to be unty'd ; 
You change your fchemc, but the old doubts rematny 
And ftill you leave th* enquiring mind in pain. 3^0 

This problem, as philofophers, refolvc : 
What makf's the globe from Weft to Eaft revolve ^ 
What is the ftrong impulfive caufe declare, 
Which rolls the ponderous orb fo fvvift in air ? 
To your vain anfwer will you have recourfe, 325 

And tell us 'tis ingenite, a6i:ive force, 
Mobility, or native power to move, 
Words which mean nothing, and can nothing prove ? 
That moving power, that force innate explain. 
Or your grave aufvk'ers are abfurd and vain : 3 30 

Wc 
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We no folution of our qucftion find ; 
Your words bewilder, not direft the -mind. 

If vou, this rapid motion to procare, 
For the hard talk employ magnetic power^ 
Whether that power you at the centre place, 33 j 

Or in the middle regions of the mafs, 
Or clfe, as fome philofophcrs aficrt, 
You give an equal (hare to every part. 
Have you by this tite caufe of motion fhown ? 
Afcer explaining, is it not unknown ? 340 

Since you pretend, by reafon's ftriftcft laws^ 
Of an efFeft to manifeft the caufe ; 
N«turc, of wonders fo immenfe a field. 
Can none more flrangc, none more myfterious yield, 
None that eludes fagacious reafon more 345 

Than this'dbfcure, inexjilicable power. 
Since you the fpring of motion cannot ihow, 
Be juft, and fauWcfs ignorance allow j 
Say, 'tis ol)edienceto th' Almighty nod. 
That 'tis the-will, the power, thc'haod of God. 350 

Philofophcrs of fpreading fame are^found, 
Who by th* aftra6kion 6f the orbs around 
Would move the earth, tand ttwk'c tts eourfe obey 
The fun's and mioon's ineririble fway. 
Some from the priflurc^and impelling (brce 355 

Of heavenly bodies would Uerive its cooHe; 
Whilft in the- dark -and difficult difpute 
All are by turns confuted, 'and confute ; 
Each can fubverfth* opponent's {^htmc, 'but none 
Has flrength'of rcafon'to fopport his own. 360 

The 
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The mind employed in fcarch of fccret things. 
To find out motion's caufe and hidden fprings, 
Through all th' ctherial regions mounts on high^ 
Views all the fpheres, and ranges all the iky ; 
Searches the orbs, and penetrates the air 3^ 

With unfucccfsful toil, and fniitlefs care ; 
Till, ftepp'd by awful heights, and gulphs immenfe 
Of Wifdum, and of vad Omnipotence, 
She trembling (lands, and does in wonder gaze, 
I^od in the wide inextricable maze. 379 

See, how the fuu doLS on the middle ihine. 
And round the globe defcrilie th* xquator line { 
By which wife means he can the whole furvey 
With a direct, or with a flanting ray, I 

In the fucceffion of a night and day. 375 J 

Had the North pole been fixt beneath the fun, 
To Southern realms the day had been unknown : 
If the South pole had gain'd that nearer feat. 
The Northern climes had met as hard a fate. 
And fince the fpace, that lies on either iidc 380 

The folar orb, is without limits wide ; 
Grant that the fun had happen'd to prefer 
A feat afcant but one diameter. 
Loft to the light by that unhappy place 
This globe had lain a frozen, lonefome mafs. 385 

Behold the light emitted from the fun. 
What more familiar, and what more unknown ! 
While by its fpreading radiance it reveals 
All nature's face, it ilill itfelf conceals. 
See how each mpm it does its beams difplay, .3^ 
^jiji on its golden wings bring baCk tlie day !* 

How 
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How foon th' effulgent emanations fly 

Through the blue gulph of intcrpofing fky I 

How foon their luflre all the region fills, 

Smiles on the vallies, and adorns the hills t 395 

Millions of miles, fo rapid is their race, 

To cheer the earth, they in few moments pafs. 

Amazing progrefs ! At its tttmoft flretch, 

What human mind can this fwift motion reach ? 

But if, to fave fo quick a flight, you fay 409 

The cver-rcJling orb's impulfivc ray 

On the next threads and filaments docs bear 

Which form the fpringy texture of the air. 

That thofe ftill ftrike the next, till to the (ight 

The quick vibration propagates the light ; 405 

'Tis ftill as hard, if we this fcheme believe. 

The caufe of light's fwift progrefs to conceive. 

With thought from prepofleflion free, refle£^ 
On folar rays, as they the iight refpcft. 
The beams of light had been in vain difplay*dy 410 
Had not tlic eye been fit for vifion made r 
In vain the Author had the eye prepar'd 
With fo much (kill, had not the light appear'd. 

The old and new aftronomers in vain 
Attempt the heavenly motions to explain. 415 

Firft Ptolomy his fcheme celeflial wrought, 
And of machines a wild providon brought ; 
Orbs centric and cjbcentric he prepares, 
Cycles and epicycks, folid fpheres, 
In' order plac'd, and with bright globes inlard, 420 
To folve the tounr by heaiwnly bodies made. 
• ^ '' ' But 
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But fo perplcxt, fo intricate a frame, 

The latter jiges with derifion name. 

The comets, which at feafons downward tend. 

Then with their flaming equipage afcend i 415 

Venus, which in the purlieus of the fun 

Does now above him, now beneath him, run ; 

The ancient ftru6ture of the heavens fubvert, 

Rcar'd with vaft;labour, but with little art. 

•Copernicus, who rightly did condemn 43P 

This eldeft fyftem, form'd a wifer fcheme ; 
In which he leaves the'fun at red, and rolls 
The orb tcrreftrial on its proper poles ; 
Which makes the night and day by this career. 
And by its ildW Jlnd trobked courfe the year. 435 

The famous Dane, :Who oft* the modern guides. 
To eartH jfnd furt their provinces divides : 
The earth's rotation makes the-night.and.dayj 
The fun revolving thjrough th* ecliptic way 
-£lfe£ls the various feafons of the year, 440 

Which in their tarn for happy ends appear. 
This fcheme or that, which pleafes beft, embrace, 
Still we the Fountain of their motion trace. 

Kepler alTerts thefe wonders may be. done 
.By the magnetic virtue of the fun, 44{ 

Which he, to gain his end, thinks fit to place 
Full in the centre of that mighty fpace. 
Which does the fpheres, where plajoets. roll, include. 
And leaves him with attraftive forcer cuiducd. 
.The fun, 'thus- feated, by mechanic lq.ws, 4^ 

The earth and every diflant planet draws^j 

By 
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Bv which attra6lion all the planets, found 
Within his reach, are turn'd in aether round. 

If all thefe rolling orbs the fun obey. 
Who holds his empire by magnetic fvvay ; 4{ 5 

Since all are guided with an equal force, 
W hy are they fo unequal in their courl'e ? 
Saturn in thirty years his ring complcats, 
Which fwiftcr Jupiter in twelve repeats. 
Mars three and twenty months revolving fpcnds ; 4^0 
The Earth in twelve her annual journey ends. 
Venus, thy race in twice four months is lun ; 
For Ills, Mercurius three demands ; the Moon 
Her revolution tinilhes in one. 
If all at once are mov'd, and by onf fpring; 465 

Why fo unequal is their annual ring ? 

If fome, )X)u fay, prefl with a ponderous load 
Of gravity, move flower in their road, 
Becaufe, with weight encumber'd and oppreft, 
Thefe fluggifli orbs th' attractive fun refift } 479 

Till you can weight and gravity explain, 
Thofe words are infignificant and vain. 
If planetary orbs the Sun obey, 
Why ibould the Moon difown liis fovereign fway ? 
Why in a whirling eddy of her own 475 

Around the glube terreilrial ihould ihe run ? 
This difobedience of the Moon will prove 
The Sun*s bright orb does not the planet n>ovc. 

Philofophers may fpare their toil; in vain 
They form new fchemes, and rack their thought 

brain, 
The caufe of heavenly motions to explain : 

G ' Afvcr 
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After their various unfuccefsful wavs» 

Their fruttlefs labour, and inept tffay*, 

^o caufe of thofe appearances they fll find. 

Bat Power exerted by th' Eternal Mind ; 495 

Which through their roads die orbs celeflial driTCS, 

And this or that determined motion gives. 

The Mind Supreme does all his worlds control. 

Which by his order this and that way roll; 

From him they take a delegated force, 490 

And by his high command maintain their courfe 1 

By laws decreed ere fleeting time tx:gun, 

In their fixt limits they their (lages run. 

But if the Earth, and each erratic world. 
Around their Sun their proper centre whirl'd, 495 

Com pole but one extended vad machine,. 
And front one fpring their motions all begin 1 
Does not fo wide, fo intricate a frame. 
Yet fo harmonious, foveretgn art proclaim ? 
Is it a proof of judgment to invent joo 

A work of fpheres invoWd, whi<;h rcprefeac 
The fituation of the orbs above, 
Their fize and number (hew, and how they move } 
And does not in the orbs themfelves appear 
A great contrivance, and defign as clear? 505 

This wide machine the univerfe regard, 
Wirh how much (kill is each apartment rear'd! 
The Sun, a globe of fire, a g;lowing mafs. 
Hotter than melting flint, or fluid glafs. 
Of this our fydcm holds the middle place. [ 5>®^ 

Mercuriu-s, ncarcll to the central Sun, 
Does in an oval orbit circling run ; 

But 
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But rarely is the objeA of our fight 

In folar glory funk, and more prevailing light. 

Venus the next, whofe lovely beams adorn 515 

As well the dewy eve, as opening morn. 

Does her fair orb in beauteous order turn. 

The Globe Terreftrial next, with flanting poles. 

And all its ponderous load, unwearied rolls. 

Then we behold bright planetary Jove 510 

Sablime in air through his wide province move ; 

Four fecond planets his dominion own. 

And round him turn, as round the Earth the Moon. 

Saturn, revolving in the higheft fphere. 

With lingering labour finiflies his year. 515 

Yet is this mighty fyflem, which contains 
So many worlds, fuch va(l etherial plains, 
But one of thoufands, which compofe the whole. 
Perhaps as glorious, and of worlds as full. 
The ftars, which grace the high expanfion, bright 530 
By their own beams, and unprecarious light. 
Though fome near neighbours feem, and fome difplay 
United luilre in the milky way. 
At a vaft diftance from each other lie, 
Sever'd by fpacious voids of liquid (ky. 5^5 

All thefe illuftrious worlds, and many more. 
Which by the tube adronumers explore; 
And millions which the glafs can ne'er defcry, 
Loft in the wilds of va(l inimeniity ; 
Are funs, are centres, whofc fuperior fway 54^ 

Planets of various magnitude obey. 

If we with one clear comprehenfive fight 
Saw all thele fyftems, all thefe orbt of light t 
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If wc their order and dependence knew, 

Had all their motions and their ends in view, ^45 

With all the comets which in aether ftray. 

Yet conftant to their time, and to their way ; 

Which planets feem, though rarely they appear, 
"Rarely approach the radiant fun fo near, 

That his fair beams their atmofpherc pervade, 550 

Whence their bright hair andBaniMng trains are made; 

Would not this view convincing marks impart 

Of perfeft prudence and ftupendouS' art ? 

The-mattersf form'd in Newton's famous fchodl. 

Who does the diief in modern/ fcienee rlile, 555 

Efe£i: their.fchemcs-by jnatheraatic laws, 

And folve appearances with jud applaufe : 

Thefe, who have feature's ilcps with care purfu^d. 

That matter is witK^aftive force endued, [ 

That Jill its parts magnetic .power exert, ^69 

And to each other gravitate,. aHert. 

WhHe by: this. power th£y<on each other aft, 

They are at once attra^^ed, and attract. 

Lefs bulky matter cherefore.mtiil bbey 

More buflky matter's more engiiging fwayj 565 

By this the fabridk they together hold, 

By this the courfe of heavenly orbs unfold. 

Yet thefe fagacious fons of iciencc own 

Attra£tive virtue is a thing unknown. 

This wondrous power, th^y^piouHy afTert, 570 

Th* Almighty Author did at firft impart 

To matter in degrees, that might produce 

The motions, he de(ign'd for Nature'^ ufe. 

But 
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But, left wc (houUI not here due reverence pay 
To learned 'Epicurus, fee the way 575 

By which this reafoner, of fuch high renown, 
Moves through th' ecliptic road the rolling fuq. . 

Opprcft with thirft and heat, to advcrfe feat's ' 

By turns, fays he, the panting fun retreats 
To (lake his drought, his vigour to repair^ $$• 

In fnowy climes, and. frozen fields of air; 
Where the bright glutton revels without reft 
On his cool banquet, .and aerial fcaft j 
Still to and fro he does hib light convey 
Through the (imt track, the fame unalterM way, 585 
On luxury intent, and eager of his prey. 

But if the fun is back and forward rolPd, . 
To treat his thirfty orb with polar cold. 
Say, is it not, good Epicurus, ftrange 
He (hould not once beyond the tropic range, ^90 

Where he, to quench his drought fo much inclin'd. 
May fnowy fields, and nitrous padures find, . 
Meet ftores of cold fo greedily purfu'd, 
And be refrclh'd with nevcr-wafting food? 

Sometimes this won(lrous man is pleasM to fay, 59 < 
This way and that ftrong blafts the fun convey : • ■ 
A northern wind his orb with Vigour drives, 
Till at the fouthern troprc it arrives ; 
Then, wanting breath, and with'his toil opprcft, 
He drops his wings, and leaves the air at reft j 6o0 
Frcfh gufts, now fpringing from the fouthern pole, 
Aflault him there, and make him backvvard roll. 
Thus gales altertiate through the zodiack blow 
The failing orbyanxl wsfr bim to a>^d Iro i 
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While Epicurus, blcft with thought refinM, 605 

Klakes tlie vaft globe the paAime of the wind. 

Were it not idle labour to confute 
Notions fo wild, unworthy of difputej 
I *d of the learned Epicurus afk» 

If this were for the winds a proper tafk ? '610 

Illuflrious fage, inform th' enquirer, why 
Still from one rtatetl point of alKihe Iky 
The fickle meteor fhou'd the fun convey, 
Through the fame flages of his fpiral way ? 
Why in one path, why with fuch equal pace, 615 
That he fhouUl never mifs in all his race, 
Cf time one minute, or one inch of fpace ? 

Remark the air*s tranfpa ent element, 
Its curious flru£lure, and iis vafl extent ; 
Its wondrous web proclaims the loom divine ; 629 

Its thr ads, the hand thit drew them out fo fine. 
This thih contexture makes its bofom fit, 
Celeftial heat and luflre to tranfmit ; 
By which of foreign orbs the riches flow 
On thi$ dependent, needy ball below. 625 

Obferve its parts linkM in fuch artful fort. 
All are at once fupponed, and fupport: 
The column pois'd fits hovering on our heads, 
And a foft burden on our (houlders fpreads ; 
So the fide-arches all the weight fudain, 530 

We find no preiTure, and we feel no pain 5 . 
Still are the fubtile firings in tcnfiou found, 
J^ike thofc of lutes to juft proportion wound, 
Which of die air's vibration is the fource, 
When it receives the Arokes of foreign force. 63 1; 
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Let curious minds, who would Uic air infpe^ 
On its claftic energy rcfie£^. 
The fecrct force through all the frame diffusM, 
By which its rtrings are from coroprtllion loos'dj 
The fpuney parts, now to a (Iraiter feat . 649 

Ai€ fore d bv cold, and widcn'd now by heat j 
Bv turns they all extend, by turns retire, 
As Nature s various fervices re:iuire ; 
They now expand to fill an empty fpace. 
Now (hrink to let a ponderous bOvly pafs. C45 

If ras[in^ winds invade the atmofphere, 
Their force its curious texture cannot tear. 
Make no difruption in the threads of air; 
Or if it doc^, thofe parti thcmfclvcs rcftorc, 
Heal their own wounds, and their own breaches cute. 

Hence the melodious tenants of the ikv, 
Which liaunt inferior feats, or foar on high. 
With eafe through all the fluid region dray, 
And through the wide expaniion wing their way ; 
Whofe open meihss let terreftrial fleams 655 

Pafs through, entic'd away by folar beams ^ 
And thus a road reciprocal difplay 
To rifing vapours, and defcending day. 

Of heat and light, whit evcr-during ftorcs. 
Brought from the fun's exhaudlefs golden (hores, 666 
Through gulphs immenfe of intervening air^ 
Enrich the eanh, and every lofs repair ! 
The land, its gainful trafiick to maintain. 
Sends out crude vapours, in exchange for rain; 
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The flowery garden and the verdant mead,. 66e 

Warra'd by their rays, their exhalations fprcad. 

In fhowers and balnny dews to be repaid } 

The ilreams, their banks forfaken, upward move, 

A-nd flow again in wandering clouds above : 

Thefe regions Nature's magazines on high 670 

With all the fVores demanded there fupply ; 

Their different fteams the air's wide bofom fill. 

Moid from the flood, dry from the barren hill ; 

Materials into meteors to be wrought, 

Which back to thefe terredrial feats are brought, 675 

By Nature ibap'd to various figures, thofc 

The fruitful rain, and thefe the hail compofe, 

The fnowy fleece, and curious froil-work ; thcfo 

Produce the dew, and thofe the gentle breeze : 

Some form fierce winds, which o'er the mountain pafs. 

And beat with vigorous wings the valley's face ; 

O'er the wide lake and barren defart blow. 

O'er Libya's burning fand, and Scythia's fnow; 

Shake the high cedar, through the foveft fweep. 

And with their furious breach ferment the deep, 68^ 

This thin, this foft contexture of the air 
Shows the wife Author's providential care. 
Who did the wondrous ftrufture fo contrive, 
That it might life to breathing creatures give j 
Might reinfpirc, and make the circling mafs 69^ 

Through all its winding channtl-, fir to pals. 
Had not the Maker wrought the fpringy frame 
Such as it is, to fan the vital flame. 
The blood, defrauded of its nitrous food. 
Had cool'd and languifli'd in tii' arterial road : 695 

While 
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While the tir'd heart had ftrove with fruitlcfs pain 
To pu(h the lazy title along the vein. 

Of what important ufe to human kind. 
To what great ends fubfervicnt, is the wind ? 
Behold, where-e'er this a£^ive vapour flies, 70* 

It drives the clouds, and agitates the ikies : 
This from (lagnation and corruption faves 
Th* aerial ocean's ever-rolling waves. 
This animals, to fuccour life, demand ; 
For, (hould the air unventilated (land, 705 

The idle deep corrupted would contain 
Blue deaths, and fecret Aores of raging pain ; 
The fcorching fun would with a fatal beam 
Make all the void with births malignant team. 
Engender jaundice, fpotted torments breed, 710 

And purple plagues, from pedilential feed ; 
Exhaling vapours would be turn'd to fwarmft 
Of noxious infers, and deftruftive worms. 
More than were rais'd to fcourgc tyrannic luft. 
By Mofes' rod, from animated duft. 715 

Another blefling, which the breathing wind 
Benevolent conveys to human kind. 
Is, that it cools and qualifies the air, 
And with foft breezes does the regions cheer, 
On which the fun o'er- friendly does difplay 620 

Heat too prevailing, and redundant day. 
Ye fwarthy nations of the torrid zone, 
How well to you is this great bounty known I 
As frequent gales from the wide ocean rife 
To fan your air, and moderate your Ikies j 725 

So 
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So conftarit wrncK »« well as rivers, flow . 

From voar hii^h hills enric!T*<i with ftoics of fnow-; 

For this great encl» thcfe hills rife more fubltmef 

Than chofc cre6^c<l in a temperate clime 

Ha^l not the Author his proviiion made« ^30 

By which your air is cool'cl, your funallay'd, 

Dcftro} W by too wtenA- a flame, ihc land 

Had lain a parch'd inhospitable f<md. / 

Thefe (lirtri£Vs, which between the tropicks lie, 

Whidi fcorching, beams dire£tly darted fry, 735 " 

Were thought an uninhabitable feat, 

Burnt by the neighbouring orb*s immoderate heat : 

But the frefti breeze, that from the ocean blows, 

From the wide lake, or from the mountain fnows, 

60 fooths the air, and mitigates the fun, 740 

So cures the regions of the fultry zone, 

That oft' with Nature's blefiings they abound. 

Frequent in people, and with plenty crown'd. 

As a6kive winds relieve the air and land, 
The fcas no Icfs their ufeful hlaAs demand t 745 

Without this aid, the (hip would ne'er advance 
Along the deep, and o'er the billow dance, 
But lie a lazy and a ufclcfs load. 
The forell's wafted fpoils, the lumber of tht flood. 
Xet but the wind with an aufpicious gale, 750 

To (hove the vefTel, fill the fpreading fail. 
And fee. with fwelling canvafs wing'd, (he flies, 
And witn her waving ftreamers fweeps the fltiesl 
Th' adventurous merchant thus purfues his way 
Or to the rife, or to the fail of day. 755 

Thua 
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Thus mutual traffick fever'cl realms maintain, 
Anil manufactures chanee to mutual eain ; 
Kach other's growth and arts thev fell and buy, 
Eafe their redundance, and their wants fupply. 

Ye Britons, who the fruit of commerce find, 760 
How is your Ifle a debtor to the wind, 
Which thither wafts Arabia's fragrant fpoils. 
Gems, pearls, and fpices, from the Indian ifles. 
From Perfia filks, wines from Iberia's (hore, 
Peruvian drugs, and Guinea's golden ore I 765 

Delights and wealth to fair Augufla flow 
From evcrv rcijion whence the winds can blow. 

See, how the vapours congregated rear 
Their gloomy columns, and obfcure the air ! 
Forgetful of their gravity, they rife, 770 

Renounce the centre, and ufurp the fkies. 
Where, form'd to clouds, they their black lines difplay, 
And take their airy march, as winds convey. 
Sublime in air while they their courfe purfue, 
They from their fable fleeces fliake the dew 775 

On the pardit mountain, and with genial rain 
Renew the foreft, and refrefh the plain : 
They fhed their healing juices on the ground. 
Cement the crack, and clofe the gaping wound. 
Did not the vapours, by the folar heat 780 

Thinn d and exhal'd, rife to their airy feat. 
Or not in watery clouds collected fly. 
Then fofm*d to ponderous drops dcfert the (ky; 
The fields would no recruits of moifturc find. 
But, by the fun-beams dry'd, and by the wind, 785 

Would 
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Would never plant, or flower, or fruit, produce. 
Or for tlie beaft, or for his mafter's ufe. 

But in the fpacious climates, which the raih 
i)oes never blefs (fuch is th' Egyptian plain )» 
With how much-art is that dcfeft fuppjy'd ! 790 

See, how fome noble river's fwelliag tide, 
-Augmented by the mountain's melting fnows, . 
Breaks from its banks, and o'er the region flows ? 
Hence fruitful crops and flowery wealth enfue, "^ 

And to the fwain fuch mighty gaiiis accrue, 795 r 
He ne'er reproaches heaven for want of dew. J ^ 

See, and revere, th' artillery of Heaven, 
Brawn by the gjale, or by the tempeft driven ! 
A drcadfiiLfire the floating batteries make, 
G'erturn the mountain, 1 and tjie foreft (hake. g^o 

Thfs way and that they drive riie atmofphere, 
And its wide bofom from corruption clear. 
While their bright flame confuraes the fulphur trains. 
And noxious vapours, which infe£t our veins. 
Thus they refine the vital element, . goc" 

Secure oui> health, and growing plague? prevent. 

Your contemplation farther ypt purfuej 
The wondrous world of vcgiet^blcs view i. ' 
Obferve tlie foreft oak, the mountain pine, . 
The towering .cedar, and the humble vine, 8ie 

The bending willow, that o*erihade§ the flood. 
And each fpontaneous offspring of the wood f 
The oak and pine, which high from earth arife. 
And wave their lofty heads amidft the fkies. 
Their parent earth in like proportion vvouml, . 81c 

And through crude metals penetrate the ground ; 

Their 
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Their ftrong and ample root^ defcend fo deep, 

That fixt and firm they may their ftation keep, 

And the fierce (hocks of furious winds defy. 

With all the outrage of inclement fky. .J20 

But the bali: brier and the noble vine 

Their arms around their ftrongcr neighbour twine. 

The creeping ivy, to prevent its fall, 

Clings with its fibrous grapples to the wall. 

Thus are the trees of every kind fecure, 825 

Or by their own, or by a borrow*d power. 

But every tree from all i« branching roots 

Amrdft the glebe fmall hollow fibres fhoots ; 

Which drink with thirfty mouths the vital juice. 

And to the limbs and leaves their food diffufe : 8^ 

Peculiar pores peculiar juice receive, 

To this deny, to that admittance give. 

Hence various trees their yarious fruits produce 
Some for delightful tafte, and fome for ufe* 
Hence fprouting plants enrich the plain and wood, 835 
For phyiick fome, and fome defign*d for food. 
Hence fragrant flowers, with different colours dy'd. 
On fmiling meads unfold their gaudy pride. 

HevieWvthefe numerous fcenes, at once furvey 
Kamre's extended face ; then, fcepticks, fay, 840 

In this wide field of wonders can yon find 
Ni) art difcoier*d, and no end defign'd? 
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BOOK III. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

THE introdu£lion. Ufeful knowledge firfl purfued 
by man Agriculture. Architecture. Sculpture. 
Painring. Mufick. The Grecian Philofophers firft 
enu^aged ia ufclefs fpeculations. The abfurdity of 
aliening the fclf-cxilUnt, indcpendeot) and eternal 
|>ein£r oT atoms, according to the fcheme of Epicurus. 
Anfwcr to the objections of Atheilts to the fcheme of 
Creation alTertcd in the two former books. The 
objc-Ctians brought by Lucretius againft Cnatioo, 
from che necelliiy of pFc-exiAenc matter for the for- 
mation of ali kinds of beings; from the pretended 
Vnanful contrivance of the world; from thorns, 
briers, and noxious weeds ; from favagc beaits, 
ftonns, thun<le>, difeafes ; from the painful birch 
and the (liorc \\ie of man ; from the inequality of 
heat and coUt in different climacc$ i anfweied. Thq 
objections of the Pyrrhonians, ordcepticks, anfwered. 
A r;;ply to rhofe who aticrt all things owe their be- 
ing and their motitms to nature. Fheir different 
and feidele'is account %>f rhat word. More apprent 
and emmetjt (kill and wiflom ex relied in the works 
of nature thai m thoie of human ait.* The unrea- 
fonable:>efs of denying (kill and detign in the Au- 
thor of thufe works. Vaninus, Hobbes, and Spi- 
sola, confidered. 
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'C' RE vain Philofophy had rearM her fchool, 
•*-^ Whofc chiefs imagined realms of fcience ruk, 
With idle toil form vifionarv fchcmes, 
And wage eternal war for rival dreams ; 
Studious of good, man difregar^ed fame, 5 

And ufeful knowledge was his eldeft aim : 
Through mctaphyfic wilds he never flew, 
Nor the dark haunts of fchool cWimaeras knew. 
But had alone his happinefs in view. 

He milk'd the lowing herd, he prcfs'd the cheefCa 
Folded the flock, and fpun the woolly fleece* 
In urns the bees delicious dews he lay'd, 
Whofe kindling w»x invented day di£play*d f 
Wre(}ed their iron entrails from the hills. 
Then widi the fpoiJs his glowing forges fills ; 15 

And (hap*d with vigorous flrokes the ruddy to 
To rural arms, unconicioiis yet of war. 
He made the ploughfliare in the furrow ftine, 
Andleai^n'dtoibw kh bread, and plant bis vine. 
Hovf verdant food adorn'd the garden beds, to 

And fruitful trees (hoc up their branching heads; 
Rich balm from groves, and hcrb:> from gralTy plains 
His fc\er <both*d, or healM his wounded veins. 

Our fathers next, in archite^ure fl^ilFd, 
Cities for ufc, and forts for (afety, build z 25 

Then palaces and lofty domes arofe, 
Thefe for devotion, and for plcafure thofe. 
Their thoughts were next to artful (culpture turo'd. 
Which j[)ow the palace, now the doj»e adorn'd. 

4 The 
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The pencil then did growing fame acquire, 
Then was the trumpet hea>d,, and tuneful lyre, 
One did the triumph fing, and one the war infpire. 

Greece did at length a learned rate produce. 
Who needful fcicnce mock'd, and arts of ufe, 
Confum'd their fruitlcfs hours in eager chacc 55 

Of airy notions, through the boundlefs fpace 
Of fpeculation, and the darkfonne void. 
Where wrangling wift, in endlefs ftrifc employ'dy 
Mankind with idle fubciitits embroil, 
' And falhion fyftems with romantic toil $ 40 

Thefe with the pride of dogmatizing fchooh 
Impos'd on nature arbitrary rules ; 
Forced her their vain inventions to obey, 
And move as learned frenzy traced the way : 
Above the clouds while they prefum'd to foar, 45 

Her tracklefs heights ambitious to explore^ 
And heaps of undigefted volumes writ^ 
lUuiive notions of fantaftic wit s 
So long they nature fearch*d, and markM her l«wi| 
They loft the knowledge of th' Almighty Caafe. 50 

Th' erroneous did:ates of each Grecian fsge • 
Renounc'd the dofkrines of the eldcft age : 
Yet thefe their matchlefs fcience did proclaim, 
Ufurp diftin^^ion, and appropriate fame* 

But though their fchools produced no nobler fruit 55 
Than empty fchemes, and triumphs of difpute $ 
The notions which arife from Nature's light 
As well adorn the mind, as guide her right, 
Enlarge her compafs, and improve her fight. 
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Thcfe ne'er the breaft with vain ambition fire, IS* 

But banifh pride, and modcft thoughts infpirc. 

By her inform'd, we bleft religion learn, 

Its glorious objeft by her aid difccrn ; 

The rolling worlds around us we furvcy, 

Th' alternate fovcreigns of the night and day j 65 

View the wide earth adorn'd with hills and woods. 

Rich in her herds, and fertile by her floods ; 

Walk through the deep apartments of the main, 

Afcend the air to vifit clouds and rain ; 

And, while we ravi&'ffl gaze on Nature^s face, " 70 

Remark her order, and her motions trace. 

The long coherent chain of things we find 

Leads to a Caufc Supreme, a wife Creating Mind. 

You, who the being of a God difclaim. 
And think mere Chance produced this wondrous frame; 
Say, did you e'er refle6b, Lucretian tribe,' 
To matter what perfcftions you afcribc ? 
Can you to dufl fuch veneration ibow? 
An atom with, fuch -piivilege endow, 
TlMit from its nature's pure nccefltty So 

It ihould exift;, and no corruptTon fee ? 

Since your firft- atoms independent arc. 
And not each other's being, prop and bear. 
And iince to this it is fortuitous 
Tlvt others fhould exigence have $ fuppofe {5 

You in your, mind one atom ihould remove 
From all the troops, that in the vacant drove. 
Cannot our thought conceive one atom Icf^ ^ 
If fo, you Grecian fages mud confefs ' 

H Tlu: 
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That matter, which you iadepeadcnt nane. 
Cannot a being nccelTary claim ; 
For what has being from nfcccflity. 
It is impoflible it Ibould not be. 

Why has an atom thi« one place pofleft 
Of all the empty void. And not the reft ? 
If by its nature's force 'ds prefent here, 
By the fame force it mull iy: £very where ; 
Can beings be con(in'd« which ncceflaxy are ? 
If a firH: body may to any place 
Be not determin*d> in tl^ houndleft fpace, 
*Tis plain* it then may abfent be from all ; 
Who then will this a fclf-exiftence call ? 
As time does vad eternity regard^ 
60 place is with infinitude compared : 
A being then» which never did commence. 
Mud, as eternal, likewifc be inimenfe. 
What caufe within, or what without, is found. 
That can a being uncreated Ifound ? 
None that 's internal, for it has no catife ; 
Nor can it l)e control'd by foreign laws. 
For fhen it clearly wouM dependent be 
On force fuperior, which will ne'er agree 
With fclf-exiftcnce and necellity. 
Abfurdly then to atoms you afl'ign 
Such powers, and fuch prerogatives divine. 
Thu^ while the notion of a God you Hight, 
Yourfclves (who vainly think you reafon right) 
Make vib material Gods, in number infinite. 

Now let us, as 'tis jufl, in turn prepare 
To (land the foe, and wage dcfenfivc war, 

Luci 
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Lucretius iirft, a <iig1ity liero, fprings 

Tntb the lieldy and hk own triumph (ings. 

He brings, to make tts from our gitmrid retuv^' 

The veafoner's weapons, and the poet's ike. 

The tuneful fephift thms his battle forms » t s j 

Our bulwarks thus in polifli'd armour ft^rms : 

To parent matter things their being owe, 
Becaufe kom nothing no produ^ions floW} 
And, if we grant no pce-exiftcnt feed, 
Tbings, different things, fh>m what they do, might 

. breed, 
And any thing from any tiling proceed; 
The fpicy groves might Scythia's hills adorn, «k 

The thiille might the amaranth have l)orne, V 

The vine the lemon, and the grape the thorn ; J 

Herds from the hills, men from the fcas might rife, 1J5 
From woeih tlic whales, and lions from tlie fliies. 
Th* eiaicd bard here, wirh a conqueror's air, 
Difdainful fmiles, and bids hts foes dfcfpain 
But, Carus, here you ufc poetic charms, 
And not affail us with the rtafoncr's arms. 149 

Where all is clear^ you fancy *<1 doubts remove. 
And' what we graAt with cafe, with labour prove. 
What you would prove, but cannot, you decline j 
But chvfe a thing you can, and there you &ine. 

TcU «s, fam*d Roman, was it e'er denied, 145 

That -feeds for fuch produSions are fupplied ? ' . 

That Natnre always muH materials find 
For bcafts and trees, to propagate their kind ? 
All generation, the rude peafant knows, 
A pie-exitleot matttr mud fuppofe. i ^^ 

H 1 But 
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• 

But what to Nature firll her being gave ? 
Tell, whence your atoms their exigence have ? 
We aik yoU| whence the feeds confHcucnt fpring 
Of every plant, and every living thing ? 
Whence every creature ihould produce its Jcind, 
And to its proper fpecies be confin'd ? , 

To anfwcr this, Lucretius, will require 
More than fweet numbers and poetic fire. , 

But fee how well the Poet will fupport 
His caufe, if we the argument retort. 
If Chance alone could manage, fort, divide. 
And, beings to produce, your atoms guide; 
If cafual concourfc did the world compofey 
And things from hits fortuitous arofc; 
Then any thing might come from any thing ; 
For how from chance can conftant order fpring ? 
Theforeft oak might bear the blufhing rofe. 
And fragrant myrtles thrive in Ruffian fnows ; 
The fair pomegranate might adorn the pine. 
The grape the bramble, and the floe the vine ; 
Fifh from the plains, birds from the floods might : 
And lowing herds break from the flarry fkies. 

But, fee, the chief does keener weapons chufe. 
Advances bold, and thus the fight renews : 

'* If I were doubtful of the fource and fpring 
'* Whence things arife, I from the fkies could hrir 
" And every part of Nature, proofs, to (bow 
'* The world to Gods cannot its being owe ; 
«* So full of faults is all th' unartful frame : 
** Fiifl wc the air's unpeopled dcfert blame. 

"J 
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** Brute bea(ls poffefs the hill, and (hady wood ; 
^ Much do the lakes, but more the ocean's flood 
** ( Which fever? realms, and ihorcs divided leaves), 
** Take from the land by interpofing waves ; 
*' One third, by freezing cold and burning heat, 185 
" Lies a deform'd, inhofpitable feat ; 
** The reft, unlabour'd, would by nature breed 
** Wild brambles only, and the noxious weed, 
" Did not induljrious man, widi endlefs toil, 
**. Extort his food from the reludant foil ; 190 

** Did not the farnier*s fteel the furrow wound, 
** And harrows tear the harveft from the ground, 
** The earth would no fpontaneous fruits afford 
** To man, her vain imaginary Lord. 
** Oft', when the labouring hind has ploua-h'd the field, 
'< And forc'd the glebe unwillingly to yield, 
*• When green and flowery Nature crowns his hope 
** With the gay. promife of a plenteous crop, 
** The fruits (fad ruin !]) pcrilh on the ground, 
** Burnt by the Sun, or by the deluge drown'd ; 200 
** Or foon decay, by fnows immoderate chilFd, 
'* By winds are blafted, or by lightning kill'd. 
** Nature, befides, the favage bcaft futtains, 
'* Breeds in the hills the terror of the plains, 
** To man a faul race. Could this be fo, 105 

** Did gracipus Gods difpofe of things below? 
** Their proper plagues with annual fcafons com?, 
•* And deaths uiitinaely blaft us in the bloom. 
" Man at his birth (unhappy fon of grief I) 
^ Is helplefs caft on the wi.le coafls of life, 2 10 

«t H3 in 
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** In want of all things whence our comforts fU>xri 

** A fad and moviog fpedacle of woe. t 

** Infants in ilKprefaging cries complain^ 

** As confcious of a conng life of pam. 

** 'All things meantime tobeafVs kind Nature grants, 

** Prevents their fufferings, and fupplies their w.ants r 

♦* Brought forth with cafe, they grow, and ikip, and' 

•• No dangling nurfe, or JrngUng gewgaw, need; {foK^, 

'* In caves they lu'rlc, pr o'er the nnotintains range, 

** Nor ever throi>gh the year their garment change? 129 

** Unvcrs'd in arms, and ignorant of war, 

•* They need no^ forts, a*id no invaiion fear j 

** Whatever they want, from Nature's hand they gain 5. 

•* The Kfe ftc gave, fte watches to marntain.** 

Thus impotent in fenfc, thcnigh ftrong fn rage,, trj 
The daring R6nr>an does the Gods engage v 
But undifmay'dwe face th* intrepid ftje, 
Suilain his onitt, and thus ward the blow.. 

Suppofe defe£h in this terreAsiil fent. 
That Nature h not, as yo« urge, coraplcat f 139 

That a divine and wiffe Arttficcx 
Might greater wonders of his art confer,. 
And might with eafb on man, and man's abodfr, 
More bounty, more perfefl^ion, have beftow'd j 
If in tWs lower world he has not Ihown 135 

His utmoft ftill, fay, has he thereioFC none ^ 
We in produiE^ions arbitrary fee 
Marks of perfection,, diflfesent in degree;. 
Though mailers now more ikil\ now lefe niip^nf. 
Yet -arc not all their works the: wockft of srt ?• 740 

7 »► 
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Do poets dill fublimer fubjec):s iing, 

full ftretch to Heaven a Ijold »fpiring wingf, 

Nor e'er defcend to flocks and (al)Ourin8; fwains, 

Frequent ^e floods^ or range the humble plains ? 

I>td, Grecian Phidias, all thy pieces fhine 24^ 

With equal beauty ? or, Apclles, thine ? 

Or Raphael's pencil never chufc to fall ? 

Say, are his works Transfigurations all ? 

Did Buonorota never build, O Rcnic, 

A meaner f!ru£tare, than thy wondrous dome ' 156 

Though, in their works applamlcd as their bed, 1 

Greater deftgn and genius are exprefl, r 

Yet is there none acknowledged in the reft? 

In all the parts of Nature's fpacious fphcrc 
Of art, ten tboufand miracles api-warr 255 

And will you not the Author's fkiH adore,. 
Becaufe you tbink h^ might difcover more } 
You own a w^-ch th' invention of the mind> 
Though for a (ingle motion 'tis defign'd 
As well as tliat, which is with greater thought, 2^^ 
With various fpring?, for various motions wrought. 

An independent, wife, and confcious Caufe, 
"Wrho freely a£bs by arbitrary" laws. 
Who at cohciei^ion and i^ order aims. 
Creatures didinguiih'd in perfe6tion framesv 265 

UnconfciotK taufcs •uly ftill impart 
Their utmolt Aiil, their utmoft power exert. 
Thofe, which catt freely chufie, difcera, an^ know, j 
In tSilb^ tt!^ dicgrce^ of vigour (h6w» > 

ihRlmofCO?fef»ofaVtorcai»ebcilov[r. 270] 
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If all pcrfc6lion were in all things ihown. 

All beauty, all variety, were gone. 1 

As this inferior habitable feat 
By ditfcrent parts is made one whole compleat $ 
So our low world is only one of thofe, 175 

Which the capacious univerfe compofe. 
Now to the univerfal whole advert j 
The earth regard as of that whole a part, 
In which wide frame more noble worlds abound ; 
Wicnefs, ye glorious orbs, which hang around, 28« 
Ye ihiniog planets, that in aether ilray, 
And thou, bright lord and ruler of the day ! 
Witnefs, ye ftars, which beautify the fkies, 
Hovf much do your vaft globes in height and (ize, 
In beauty and magnificence, outgo 285 

Our ball of earth, that hangs in clouds below ! 
Between yourfelves too is diflinf^ion found. 
Of different bulk, with difFcrent glory crown'd; 
The people, which in your bright regions dwell, 
Muft this low world's inhabitants excell } 290 

And, iince 10 various planets they agree. 
They from each other muft diftinguifh'd be, I 

And own perfeftions different in degree. J 

When we on fruitful Nature's care reflet, 
And her exhauftlefs energy refpeft, 295 

That flocks this glolie, which you Lucretians call 
The world's coarfe dregs, which to the bottom fall. 
With numerous kinds of Itfc, and bounteous fills 
With breathing guefts the vallies, floods, and hills ; 
We may pronounce each orb fuftains a race 300 

Of living things adapted to the place. 

Were 
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Were the refulgent parts apd rooft retin'd 

Only to ferve the dark and bafe defigo'd ? 

Were all the ftars, tliofc beauteous realms of light> 

At diftance only hung to (hinc by night, 305 I 

And with their twinkling beams to pleafe our fight 

How many roll in aether, which the eye 

Could ne'er, till aided by the glafs, dcfcry, 

And which no commerce with the earth maintain ? 

Are all thofe glorious empires made in vain ? 3 1« 

Now, as I faid, the globe tcrreftrial view 
As of the whole a part, a mean one too. 
Though 'tis not like fh' aetherial worlds refin'd. 
Yet is it juft, and iiniih'd in its kind j 
Has all p£:rfe£^ion which the place demands, 315 

Where in coherence with the reft it ftajids. 
Were to your view the univerfc difplay'd, , 
And all the fcenes of nature open laid ; 
Could you tl>eir place, proportion* harmony. 
Their beauty^ order, and dependence, fee, 329 

You'd grant our globe had all the marks of art, 
All the perfcfkipn due to fuch a part, 
Though not with luftre, or with magnitude. 
Like the bright ftars, or brighter fun, endued. 

You oft^ declaim on man's unhappy fate ; 325 « 

Infulting, oft' demand in this debate, 
If the kind God$ could fuch a wretch create } 

But whence can this unhappinefs arife ? 
You fay, as foon as horn, he helpjefs lies. 
And mourns his woes in ill-prefaging cries. 330^ 
But does not Nature for the child preparp 
The parent's love, the nurfe's tender care. 

Who, 
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Whoy of their own forgetful, kck hh goody 
Enfold his limbs in hmds, and till his reins with ft 
That man is frail tnd mortftl, is confeft; 
ConvQliions rack his nervesy and caifes his bieaft i 
His flying life is chac:*d by ravenrng ptinS 
Through all its doubtes in the winding tcfns | 
Within himfelf he fure dcftru^ion bfeeds. 
And fccret torment in his bowels feeds x 
By cruel tyrants, by the favage beaft. 
Or his own fiercer paflions, he 's oppreft j 
Now breathes malignant air, now poifon drinks ; 
By gradual death, or by untimely, fwks. 

But thefe objef^ors muft the Caufc upbraady 
That has not mortal man immortal ma<?ei 
For, if he once muft feel the fatal blow. 
Is it of great impoiiane when, or how ? 
Should the Lucretian lingering life maintam 
Through numerous ages, ignorant of pain, 
fttill might the difconrented murmurcr cry. 
Ah, haplefs fate of man ! ah, wretch, doorn*d once to 
But oh r how fbon would yoo, who th«s complaiuj 
And Nature's Caufc of cruelty arraign, 
By reafon*s ilandard this mtdake correal:. 
And ceafc to murmur, diti you once refftfl-y 
That death removes u« only from our fitat, 
]t)oes not dxtsigmfh life, bcit change its ftate. 
Then are difplay'd (oh ravishing furprize »y 
fair fcenes of Wifs, and triumphs in the fkits p 
To which a^itted> each fiipcrio# mind^ 
By vinue's vital- energy refin'd, 

SI 
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Sikines forth with more than folar glory bright. 
And, cloath'd \vkh robes of beatific light. 
His hours in heavenly trafnfports does employ, 365 
Young with immortal bloom from living ilreams of joy. 

You aik as, wfcy the foil the tliHIle br«e^ ? 
Why irs fpontincous births are thorl}S and weeds ? 
Why for the hatred it the harrow needs } 
Tlie Author might a nobler wotkl hare mad«y 370 ] 
In brighter dref<< the hills and vales array'd. 
And all its face in flowery fceoes dilplay'd; 
Thc glebe untill'd might plenreous crops have borne, 
And brought forth fpicy groves inftead of thorn ; 
Rich fruit and flowers without the gardener's pains 375 
Might every hill have crown'd, have honoured all the 
This Nature might have boafteil, hid the Mind, [ plains * 
Who forra'tl the fjjacious univcrfe, defign'd 
That man, from lal)Our free as well as grief. 
Should pafs in lazy luxury his Yih. $ti$ 

Btkt He his creature gave a fertile foil, 
Fenile, but not without the owftei^s toil j 
That fome reward his induflEry fliould crowit, 
And that bis food in part might be hii €n¥a, 

. But while, ifiifohing, you arraign the land, ^t^ 

Aik, why it w^ms the pkmgh, or labourer's hand } 
Kind to the mttrble rocks, you ne'er complain 
That they witkom the fewlpter^ Mtk an^ pam 
Ko perfeft ftatue yield, no baflfe relieve. 
Or 6fliih'd column for the palace give j 35^- 

Yet if from hilb unlabow'd %a'rcs came, 
Man might h%vc e«^ ej^"^ xJim^ Atvtr hmt^ 

You 



d by Google 



io> BLACKMQRE'S POEMS. 

You m^y the world of more defers upbraid: 
That other works by Nature are unmade ; 
That (he did never at her own expenee 395 

A palace rear, and in magnificence 
Oat-rival art, to grace the flately rooms ; 
That Ihe no caftle builds, no lofty domes. 
Had Nature's hand thefe various works prepared. 
What thoyghtful care, what labour, had been fpar'di • 
But then no realm would one great m after ihpw, 
N© Phidias Greece, and Rome no Angelo. 
Wi;h equal reafon too you might demand. 
Why boats and (hips require the Artift's hand ? 
Wi^ generous Nature did not tlicfe provide, 405 

To pafs the {landing lake, or flowing tide ? 

: You fay the hills, which high in air arife. 
Harbour in clouds, and mingle with the (kies. 
The eanh's difconour and encumbering load, W 

Qf many fpacious regions man defraud, 410 1 

For beahs and birds of prey a dcfolate abode. J 

But can th' objeftor no Convenience find -^ 

In mountains, hills, and rocks, which gird and bind f 
The mighty frame, that clfe would be disjoin'd ? J 
Do not thofe heaps the raging tide reftrain, 415 

And for tlic dome afford the marble vein ? 
Does not the river from the mountain flow. 
And bring down riches to the vale, below ? 
Sec, how the torrent rolls the golden fand , 
F/om the high ridges to the flatter land/, ^x% 

The lofty lines abound with endlefs ftore 
Of mineral treafure, and metallic ore | 

■ With 
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With precious veins of filvcr, copper, tin, 
Witjiout hovf barren, yet how rich within;! 
They bear the pine, the oak and cedar yield, 425 

To form the palace, and the na.vy build. 

When the inclement meteors you accufe, 
And aik if gracious Gods would {loreos produce 1 
You ne'er refleft, that by the driving wbd 
The air from noxious vapours is refin'd, 4 jo 

Freed from the putrid feeds of pain and death. 
That living creatures might not, by their breath. 
Through their warm veins, inftead of viul food, 
Difperfe coptagion, and corrupt their blood. 
Without the wind the ihip were made in vain, 435 •> 
Adventurous merchants could not crofs the main, 
Nor fever'd realms their gainful trade maintain. 

Then with this wife redeftion you diilurb 
Your anxious thought, that our terreflrial orb 
In many parts is not by man polTeft, 440 

With too much heat, or too much cold, oppreft. 
•But in midake you this objection found : 
Unnumbered ides and fpacious tra£^s of ground. 
Which feel the fcorching fun's dire£^er beam, 
And did to you inhofpitable fcem, 445 

With tawny nations, or with black, abound. 
With noble rivers lav*d, with plenty crownM ; 
And regions too from the bright orb remote 
Are peopled, which you unfrequented tbouglxt. 

But could Lucretius on the fun refle£^, 450 

His proper diflance from the earth refpe6^, 
Obferve his condant road, his e<|ual pace. 
His round diurnal, and his annual xace ; 

Could 
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Could he regard the nature of the light. 

Its beauteowt IdAvb, and its rapid flight, 455 

And its relation to the fenfe of fight ; 

Could he to all thefe mirades advert. 

And not ia all perceive one (Iroke of art f 

Okanty that the motions of the fun are fuch, 

That fome have light too Ikcle, fome too much ; 4i« 

Qrant, that in diSkicttiK tracks he might have roll'd^ 

And given each dime more equal heat and cold ; 

Yet view the revohitioBS, as they are. 

Does there no wifdom, no de(ign, ap()ear ? 

Could any hot a knowing, prudent Caufe^ 4^5 

Begin fuch motions, and affign fuch laws ? 

If the Great Mind had form'd a different frame* 

Might not yonr wanton wit the fyAmn blame ? 

TlKHigh here yeu all perfe£lion (hould not 6nd| 

Yet is it all thf £tcmal Will defign'dt 

If is a (iniih*d Wodd, and perfect in its kind. 

Not thtt its regions every charm include^ 

V^ith which cckAial empires are cmlued ; 

Nor is confummate goodnefs here conferr'd* 

If we perie£liott abfolute regard ; 47^ 

f^i what 's before aflerted, wc repeat. 

Of the vaft whoIe.it is a part compleat. 

But fince you are.difpleasM the panial fun 
Is not indulgent to. the frigid* zone 5 
Suppofc: more funs in proper orbits roird^ 4(0 

. Qilfolv'd the fnows, and cha^'d the polar cold | 
Or grant that this rtvolv'd in fuch a way, '^ 

/ls equal hestt to all foe might convey, > 

And give their difiaoc p<de»ithe4ure of day 1 ^ 

Obfcrve 
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Obfenre how prudent Nature's icy hoard, 4S5 

With atl her nitrout Oores» would be devour'd j 
Then would unbalancM heat licentious reign. 
Crack the dry hill, and chap the rulTet plain j 
Her moidure all exhal d, the cleaving earth 
Would yield no fmit, and bear no verdant bink. 4<)» 

You of the pools and fpacious lakes complainy 
And of the liquid dcfcrts of the main, 
Ai hurtful thefe, or ufelefs, you arraign. 

Betides the pleafure, which the lakes afford. 
Are not their waves with fifii delicious flor'd ? 495 
Does not the wide capacious deep the Qlj 
With dewy -clouds, the earth witl) rain, fupply ? 
Do not the rivers, wlii^h the valky lajve, 
Creep through the fecret fubterrancan cave« 
And to the hills convey the refluent wave ? 500 J 

Vou then muft own, the eanh the ocean needs, 
Which thu9 the lake recruits^ the fountain fee^ls. 

The noxious plant and favage aninnal, 
Which you tlic eaith's reproach and blemilh call», 
Are ufcful various ways ; if not for food, 505 

For maHufa^ures or for medi<:ine good. 
Thus we repel with reafon, not evade. 
The bold ob9c6lions by Lucretius made. 

Pyrrhonians next, of like ambitious aim* 
Wanton of wit, and panting after fame, 5x# 

%ybo fi^oTc to fink the re£ls of cbief renown^ 
And on .their ruin'd fchools to raife their o\yn» 
Boldly prefom'd, with rhetorician pride^ 
To hold of any quclkioo either (idie* 

The/ 
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They thought, ,in every fubjedl of debate^ 515 

In either fcale the proof of equal weight. 

Aft, if a God exiftent they allow ? 
The vain declaimers will accenipt to ihow, 
That, whether you renounce him, or aflerr. 
There *s no fuperior proof on either part. 
Suppofc a God, we muft, fay they, conclude 
He lives ,- if fo, he is with fcnfe endued j 
And, if with fenfe endued, may pain perceive, 
And what can fuffer pain may ceafe to live. 

Pyrrhonians, we a living God adore. 
An unexhaufted fpring of vital power ) 
But his immortal,^ uncreated life 
Ko torment feels, and no dc(lru£live grief. 
Does he by different organs tafte or hear? 
Or by an eye do things to him appear ? 
Has he a mufcle, or extended nerve, 
Which to impart or pain or pleafure ferve ? 
Of all perfc£tion poflible poffeft, 
He finds no want, nor is with woe oppreft. i 

Though we cajo ne'er explore the life divine, 535 1 
And found the bled abyfs by reafon's line, > 

Yet 'tis not, mortal man, a tranfient life, like thifc. w 

Others, to whom the whole mechanic tribe 
With an harmonious fympathy fubfcribe, \ 

Stature with empire univerfal crown, 54^ 

And this high queen the world's Creator own. 
If you what builder rear'd the world demand. 
They fay 'twas done by Nature's powerful hand ; 
If whence its order and its beauty rofe. 
Nature, they fay, did fo the frame difpofe ; 5^5 

4 If 
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what its fteady motions does maintain, 
,t)d holds of caufes and effe£ls the chain, 
r all her works this Sovereign Caufe prclidcs, 
iholds the orbs, and all their motions guides. 
;e to her bounty wcfuch bldlings owe, 5-50 

generous Benefactor let us know, 
n the word Nature you cxprefs, declare, 
'd in your minds what image does appear ? 
ou that term of doubtful found explain ? 
it no idle off-fpring of the brain ? 555 

etimes by Nature your enlightened fchool 
Is of things the univcrfal whole » 
mes it is the order, that connects. 
Ids tlie cliain of caufes and effects ; 
es it is the manner, and the way, 
h thofe caufes do their force convey, 
ffefts their energy difplay. 
's the work itfelf, you oft' aflert, 
:h' artificer, as oft' the art j 
that we may Nature clearly trace, 5C5 

AnHdyour marks dlllin^Iy know her face ; 
the building, now the architec?:, 
thcTule which docs his hand direct. 
this emprefs be whate'er you pieal'c ; 
all, or any one of thefe ; 570 

reafon, or (he's not, endued : 
firft affirm, we thence conclude 
IWhofe Being you oppofe, you grant : 
,s mighty queen does reafon want, 
this noble fabric be dofign'd, 575 

I'd by a Maker brute and blind ? 

1 Cculd 

mi 
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Could it of art fuch miracles invent, 
And raife a beauteous world of fucli extent? 
'Still at the helni does this dark pilot ftand, 
And with a fteady, never-erring hand, 580 

Steer all the floating worlds, and their fet courfe 
command ? 

That clearer ftrokes of mafterly defign, 
Of wife contrivance, and of judgement, fhine 
In all the parts of Nature, we alTcrt, 
Than in the brighteft works of human art: 585 

And (hall not thofe be judg*d th* ctfeft of thought, 
As well as thefe with ikill inferior wrought ? 
Let fuch a fphere to India be convey 'd. 
As Archimede or modern Hugens made j 
Will not the Indian, though untaught and rude, 590 
This work th' efFeft of wife defign conclude ? 
Is there fuch (kill in imitatioli fhown ? 
And in the things, we imitate, is none ? 
Are not our arts, by artful nature taught. 
With pain and careful obfervation fought? 595 

Behold the painter, who with Nature vies : 
See his whole foul exerted in his eyes ! 
He views her various fcenes, intent to trace 
The mafter lines, that form her fini(h*d face : 
Are thought and condu6l: in the copy clear, 609 

While none in all th' original appear ? 

Tell us, what mafter, for mechanicks fam*d. 
Has one machine fo admirably fram*d. 
Where you will art in fuch perfeftion grant, 
A& in a living creature, or a plant ? 605 

Declare, 
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Declare, what curious workmanfliip can vie 

Or with a hand or foot, an ear, or eye ? 

That can for Ikill as much applaufe deferve, 

As the fine texture of the fibrous nei've j 

Or the ftupendous fyftem, which contains 6io 

Th* arterial channels, or the winding veins? 

What artificial frame, what inftrument, 

Did one -fuperior genius yet invent, 

Which to tlie bones or mufcles is preferr'd, 

if you their order, form, or ufe, regard? 615 

Why then to works of nature is afflgn'd 

An Author unintelligent and blind, 

When ours proceed from choice and Confcjous Mind ? 

To this you fay, that Nature's are indeed 
Moft artful works, hut then they ne'er proceed '610 
JFrom Nature afting with defign ar>d art. 
Who void of choice her vigour does exert, 
And by unguided motion things produce, 
Hegardlefs of their order, end, or ufe. 
By Tully*s mouth thus Cotta does difpute^ 625 

But thus, with eafc, the Roman we confute : 

Say, if in artful things no art is ihown, 
What are the certain marks, that make it known ? 
How will you artful from unartful bound. 
And not th'ideas in our mind confound? 63* 

Than this no truth difplays before our fight 
A brighter beam, or more convincing light. 
That fkilful works fuppofe a Ikilful Caufe, 
V/hich a^s by choice, and moves by prudent ]«v^. 
Whfere you, unlefs you are as matter blind, -^jc 

Condu^ aad beauteous difpofiiion find, 

I a Con- 
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Confpiring order, fitnefs, harmony, 
TJfe, and convenience ; will you not agree, 
That fuch cffefls could not be undefign'd, 
^ ^'o^ could proceed but from a Knowing Mind ? 64© 

Old fyflcms you may try, or new ones raife, 
May fhift and wind, and plot a tlioufand ways ; 
May various words, and forms of diftion, ufe, 
And with a diffi:rent cant th' unjudging car amufc; 
You may affirm, that Chance did things create, 645 
Or let it Nature he, or be it Fate 5 
Body alone, inert and brute, you '11 find. 
The caufc of all things is by you aflign*d. 
And, after all your fruitlefs toil, if you 
A Caufe diftinft from Matter will allow, 1S40 

It muft be confcious, not like matter blind. 
And (hew you grant a God, by granting Mind, 

Vaninus next, a hardy, modern chief, 
A l>old oppofer of Divine Belief, 
Attempts Religion's fences to fubvert, ^55 

Strong in his rage, but deftitute of art ; 
In impious maxims fixt, he Heaven defy'd. 
An unbelieving anti-martyr dy'd. 
Strange, that an Atheift picafurc fhould refufc, 
Kdinquilh life, and death in torment chufe ! 660 

Of fcience what a' defpicable ihare 
Vaninus own'd, his publifli'd dreams declare. 
Let impious wits applaud a Godlefs Mind, 
As bleft with piercing fight, and fenfe refin*d, 
Contriv'd and wrought by Nature's careful hand 
All the proud fchools cf learning to command ; 

Let 
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Let them pronounce each patron of their caufc 

Claims by diftinguifli'd merit juft applaufej 

Yet I this writer's want of fenfc arraign, -* 

Treat all his empty pages with difdain, 670 f 

And think a grave reply mif-fpcnt and vain : J 

To borrow light, hrs error to amend, 

I would the Atheift to Vaninus fend. 

At length Britannia's foil, immortal fliame ! 
Brought forth a fage of celebrated name, 675 

Who with contempt on bleft Religion trod, 
Mock'd all her precepts, and renounced his God. 
As awful fhades and horrors of the night 
Difturb the mother, and the child affright,^ 
Who fee dire fpc£tres through the gloomy afr 
In threatening forms advance, and fhuxldering hear 
The groans of wandering ghofls, and veilings of 

defpair : 

From the fame fpring, he fays, devotion flows, 
Confcience of guile from dread of vengeance rofe ; 
Religion is the creature of the fplcen, 685 

And troubled fancy forms the world unfcen ; 
That timorous minds, with felf-tormenting care,. 
Create thofe awful phantoms which they fear. 

Such arms were us'd by impious chiefs of old. 
Vain as this modern hero, and as bold. 6/0 

Who would not this philofopher adore, 
For finding worlds difcover'd long before ? 
Can he one flower in ail his garden fliow, 
Which in his Grecian mafler^s did no: grow > 
And yet, imperious, with a teacher's air, 695 

Boaflful he claims a right to wifdom's chair ;, ' • 

I I Qi-^s^X^^ 
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Gafping with ardent thirfl: of falfe renown, 
"With Grecian wreaths he does his temples crown, 
Triumplis with borrowed fpoils, and trophies not 

his own. 

The world, he grants,, with cloudy was overfprcadj, 
Truth ne'er cre6bd yet her ftarry head, 
Till he, bright Genius, rofe to chace the night. 
And through all nature Ihone with new-fprung light. 

But let th' enquirer know, proud Briton ! why 
Hope fliould not Gods, as well as fear, fupply ?" 7C5:. 
Does not th* idea of a God include 
The notion of beneficent and good,. 
Of one to mercy, not revenge, inclined; 
Able and willing to relieve mankind? 
And does not this idea more appear ^ 710 

The obJe6fc of our hope,, than of our fear?" 
Then tell us, why this paflion, more than that> 
Should build their altars, and the Gods create > 

But let us grant the weak and timorous mind 
To fuperflitious terrors is inclined 3 715^ 

That horrid fcenes, and monfters formal in air, 
By night the children and the mother fcare j ' 
That apparitions, by a fever bred. 
Or by the fplecn's black vapours, fill the head ; 
Does that afFe£t the fage of fenfe refin'd, . 72* 

Whofe body *s. healthful, and ferene his mind ? 

Yet more, infulting Briton ! let us try 
Your reafon 's force, your arguments apply. 
You fay, fince fpeflres from the fancy flow, 
To timorous fancy Gods their being owe; -7*5 

z Since 
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Since phantoms to the weak fecm real things. 
Religion from miftake and weaknefs fprings. 

But though the vulgar have illufions feen, 
Thought objefts were without, that were within ; 
Yet we from hence abfurdly Ihould conclude, 73^ 

All objefts of the mind the mind. delude; 
That our ideas idte are, that none 
Were ever real, and that nothing 's known. 

But, leaving phantoms and illufive fear. 
Let us at Reafon's judgement-feat appear; 735 

There let the queftion be feverely try'd j 
By an impartial fentence we abide : 
Th* Eternal Mind's exiftencc we fuftain 
By proofs fo full, by evidence fo plain, 
That none of all the fciences have fhown 740 

Such demonftration of the truths they own. 

Spinofa next, to hide his black defign, 
And to his fide th' unwary to incline, 
For heaven his enfigns treacherous difplays, 
Declares for God, while he that God betrays ; 745 

For whom he 's pleased fuch evidence to bring, 
As faves the name, while it fubverts the thing. 

Now hear his labour'd fcheme of impious ufe : 
No fubftance can another e'er produce ; 
Subftance no limit, no confinement, knows, 750 

And its exiftence from its nature flows j 
The fubftance of the Univerfe is one, 
Wliich is the felf-exiftent God alone. 
The fpheres of aether, which the world inclofe, 
And all th* apartments, wliich the whole compofe j 755 
1 4 * The 
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The lucid orbs, the earth, the. air, the main. 

With every different being they contain ; 

Are one prodigious aggregated God, 

Of whom each fand is part, each ftone and clod ; 

Supreme perfections in each infe£^ ihine, 76* 

Each ihrub is facred, and each weed divine- 
Sages, no longer Egypt's fons defpife, 

For their cheap Gods, and favoury Deities ! 

No more their coarfe Divinities revile ! 

To leeks, to onions, to the crocodile, 765 

You might your humble adorations pay. 

Were you not Gods yourfelves, as well as they^ 
As much you pull Religion's altars down. 

By owning all things God, as owning none : 

!For fhould all beings be alike divine,. 7.7« 

Of worfliip if an objcft you affign, 

God to himfelf muft veneration fhcw. 

Mud be the idol and the votary too ; 

And their aflertions are alike abfurd, 

Who own no God, or none to be ador'd. 775 
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BOOK IV. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

THE intr(Klu6Hon. No man happy, that lias not con- 
quered the fears of death. The inability of the 
Epicurean fcheme to accomplilh that end. Religion 
onlv capable of fubduing thofe fears. The hypo- 
thefis of Epicurus concerning the formation of the 
univerfe ihewn to be abfurd. I. In a more general 
furvey of the parts of the univerfe. II. By a more 
clofe and drift examination of his fcheme. The 
principle of motion not accounted for by that fcheme; 
nor the determination of it one way. Pondus, gra- 
vity, innate mobility, words without a meaning.. 
Defcent of atoms; upwards and downwards, a mid- 
dle or centre abfurdly alTerted by Epicurus in infinite 
fpace. His hypothefis not to be fupported, whether 
his matter be fuppofed finite or infinite.- His ridi- 
culous aflertion relating to the diurnal, and annual 
motion of the fun. The impo^fibility of forming the 
world by the cafual concourle of atoms. Tl^y could 
never meet if they moved with equal fpeed. Primi- 
tive atoms, being the fmalleft parts of matter, would 
move more flowly than bodies of greater bulk, wliich 
have more gravity; yet thefe are abfurdly fuppofed to 
move the fwifteft. His aflertion, that fome primitive 
atoms have a direft^ and others an inclining morrbn». 

implies. 
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implies a contraditlion. Lucretius's explanation 
of this inclining motion of fome fir ft atoms not in- 
telligible. The inexplicable difficulty of flopping 
the atoms in their flight, and caufmg them to fettle 
in a formed world. The ponderous earth not to be 
fuftained in liquid air. The Epicurean formation of 
the heavens very ridiculous. No account given by 
the Epicureans how the fun and ftars are upheld in 
fluid aether. Their idle account of the formation of 
the air. The variety of figure and fize given by 
Epicurus to his atoms, a convincing proof or wifdom 
and defign. Another proof is the difproportjon of 
the moift and dry atoms in the formation of the 
earth. His ludicrous and childifli account of the 
formation of the holtow for the fea. No account 
given by Epicurus, or his followers, of the motion 
of the heavenly orbs, particularly of the fun. 



/^ ARUS, we grant, no man is bleft, but he 

^^ Whofe mind from anxious thoughts of death is 

Let laurel wreaths the viflor's* brows adorn, [free. 

Sublime through gazing throngs in triumph borne j 

Let acclamations ring around the Ikies, 5 

"While curling clouds of balmy incenfe rife ; 

Let fpoils immenfe, let trophies gained in war. 

And conquer'd kings, attend his rolling car ; 

If dread of death ftill unfubdued remains. 

And Icciet o'er the vanquifil'd vi6lor reigns, 10 

Th* illuftrious flave in endlefs thraldom bears 

A heavier chain than his led captive wears. 

With fwifteft wing the fears of future 'fate 
Elude the guards, and pafb the palace-gate j 1 5 

Travcrfc 
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Traverfe the lofty rooms, and uncontrol'd 

Fly hovering round the painted roofs, and hold 

To the rich .arras cling, and perch on buft of gold 

Fannliar horrors haunt the monarch's head, 

And thoughts ill-boding from the downy bed ^Q 

Chace gentle fleep-j black cares the foul infeflr. 

And broiderM ftars adorn a troubled bread j 

In vain they aik the charming lyre, in vain 

The flatterer's fweeter voice, to lull their pain ; 

Riot and wine ^ut for a moment pleafe ; 'a^ 

Delights tliey oft* enjoy, but never cafe. 

What arc diftin6Hon, honour, wealth, and ftatc. 
The pomp of courts, the triumphs of the great ; 
The numerous troops, tl>at cnvy*d thrones fecurc, 
And fplendid enfigns of imperial power ? 3© 

What the high palace, rear'd with vaft cxpencc, 
Unrival'd an, and luxury immenfe. 
With ftatues grac'd by ancient Greece fupply'd, 
With more than Perfian wealth, and Tyrian pride? 
What are the foods of all delicious kinds, 35, 

Which now the huntfman, now the fowler, finds 5 
The richeft wines, which Gallia's happy fields 
Wli,ich Tufcan hills, or thine, Iberia^ yield ? 

Nature deprav'd al^undance does purfue ;^ 
Her firil and pure demands are cheap and few. 40. 

What health promotes, and gives unenvy'd peace. 
Is all expencelefs, and procured with eafe. 
Behold the Ihepherd, fee th' induftrious fwaih,- 
Wiio ploughs the field, or reaps the ripen'd grain, 
How mean, and yet how tafteful is their fare ! 45- 

How fwcet their deep ! their foulJs how free from care I' 

They 
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They drink the ftreaming cryflal,' and cfcape 
Th' inflaming juices of the purple grape ; 
And, to proteft their limbs from rigorous air. 
Garments, their own domeftic work, they wear : 50 
Yet thoughts of death their lonely cots moleft. 
Affright the hind, and break the labourer's reft. 

Since thefe refle£^ions on approaching fate 
Diftruft and ill-prefaging care create ; 
Tis clear we flrive for happinefs in vain, 55 

While fears of death within infulting reign.. 

But then Lucretian wits abfurdly frame, 
To fink thofe inbred fears, their impious fchemc. 
To chace the horrors of a confcious mind. 
They dcfperate means and wild expedients find ; 60 
The hardy rebels aiming to appeafc 
Their fierce rcmorfe, and dream a while at eafe, 
. Of crying guilt th' avenging power difown. 
And pull their high Creator from his throne ;, 
That done, they mock the threats of future pain, 65 
As monftrous fiftions of the poet's brain 

Thy force alone. Religion ! Death difarms, 
Breaks all his darts, and every viper charms j 
Soften'd by thee, the grifly form appears 
No more the horrid objetl of our fears; . 70 

We undifmay'd this awful power obey. 
That guides us through the fafe, though gloomy way. 
Which leads to life, and to the bleft abode, 
Where ravifli'd minds enjoy, what here tliey own'd, a 

Regard, ye fages of Lucretian race, [(jod. 

Nature's rich drefs, behold her lovely face. 75 

Look 
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Xook all around, terreflrial realms furvey, 

The ides, the rivers, and the fpacious feaj 

Obferve the air, view with attentive eyes 

The glorious concave of the vaulted fkies ; 

Could thcfe from cafual hits, from tumult thofc. 

Can rule and beauty from diftraftion grow? 

Can fymmctry from wild confufion flow ? 

When atoms in th' unmcafur'd fpace did rove, 

And in the dark for doubtful empire ftrove ; 

Did intervening Chance the feuds compofe, 85 

Eftablifli friendfhip, and difarm the foes ? 

Did this the ancient darkfome horrors chace, 

Diftin6lion give, and fpread celeflial grace 

O'er the black dift rifts of the empty fpace ? 

Could atoms, which, with undirefted flight, 90 

Roam'd through the void, and rang'd the realms of 

Of reafon deflitute, without intent, E^^g^^^* 

Depriv'd of choice, and mindlefs of event, 

^n order march, and to their pofts advance. 

Led by no guide, but undefigning Chance ? 95 

What did th' entangled particles divide. 
And fort the various feeds of things ally'd ? 
To make primaeval elements, feleft 
All the fit atoms, and th' unfit rejeft ? 
Diftingui(h hot from cold, and moift from dry, 100 
Range fome to form the earth, and fome the Iky ? 
. From the embrace, and gloomy arms, of night, 
.What freed the glimmering fire, and difengag'd the 

light ? 
Could Chance fuch juft and prudent meafures take ? 
To jframe the world, fuch diftubution make ? 10^5 

If 
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If to your builder you will conduft give, 

A power to chafe, to manage, and contrive, 

Your idol Chance, fupposM inert and blind, 

Mufl: be inrolM an aftvie confcious mind. 

Did this your wife and fovereign architcft no 

Dcfign the model, and the world ere£t ? 

Were by her fltill the deep foundations laid, 

The globes fufpended, and the heavens difplay'd ? 

By what elaftic engines did (he rear 

The ftarry roof, and roll the orbs in air ? nj 

On the formation of the earth refleft ; 
Is this a blind fortuitous effect ? 
Did all the grolfer atoms, at the call •* 

Of Chance, file off, to form the ponderous ball, f 

t And undetermln'd into order fall ? 120 J 

Did of theraielves th* aflcmbled feeds arrive. 
And without art this artful .frame contrive ? 
To build the Earth, did Chance materials chufe. 
And through the parts cementing glue difTufe ? 
Adjuft the frontier of the fea and foil, li^ 

Balance and hang in air the finifli*d pile ? 
ye towering hills, whofe fnowy peaks arife 
JVbove the clouds, and winter in the ikies ; 
Ye rocks, which on the (hores your lieads advance; 
Are you the labour and the care of Chance ? 13a 

ITo draw up ftones of fuch prodigious weight, 
And raife th' amazing heaps to fuch a height. 
What huge machine^ what forceful inflrument, 
T)id your blind builder of the world invent ? 
Could it diftinguilh, could it wall around 13 ^ 

"The damp and dark aparcmeats under ground ? 

With 
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With rocky arches vault the hollow cavc^, 

And foim the tracks of fubterrancan waves ? 

Extend the different mineral veins, and fpread 

For rich metallic ores the genial bed ? 140 

What could prepare the gulphs to entertain 
Between their fhores the interpoiing main? 
Dif-join the land, the various realms divide, 
And fpread with fcatter'd ifles th' extended lide ? 
Regard th' unnumber'd wonders of the deep, 145 

Where confluent frreams, their race completed, flccp. 
Did Chance the compafs take, and in the dark 
The wide dimenfions of the ocean mark ? 
Then dig the ample cave, and flretch the fhores 
Whofc winding arms confine the liquid (lores, 150 

Which gulhing from the mountain to the main 
Through verdant vallies draw their humid traip ? 
Did it defign the deep abvTs, and fpread 
The ancient waters on their central bed ? 
To the wild flood did fovereign Fortune fay, j^^ 

Thus far advance, and here thy billows flay : 
Be this thy barrier, this cnclofing fand 
Thou (halt not pafs, nor overflow the land ? 
And do the waves revere her high command ? 

Did chemic Chance the furnaces prepare, 160 ] 

Raife all the labour-houfes ot the air. 
And lay crude vapours in digeflion there > ' 
Where Nature is employed, with wondrous (kill. 
To draw her fpirits, and her drops diftil j 
Meteors for various purpofes to form, 165 

The breeze to cheer, to terrify the florin; 

Did 
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Did fhe extend the gloomy clouds on high, 
Where all th' amazing fireworks of the iky 
In unconcofted feeds fermenting lie ? 
Till the imprifon'd flames are ripe for birth, 170 

And ruddy bolts exploded wound the earth ; 
What ready hand applies the kindled match, 
Which evening trains of un6tuous vapours catch j 
Whence flioots withlam'bent flight the falling ftar. 
And flames unhurtful hovering dance in air ? 175 

What curious loom does Chance by evening fpread r 
With what fine fhuttle weave the virgiri^s thread, I 
Which, like the fpider's net, hangs onthegrafTymead ? j 
Let us the moulds to falhion meteors know, 
How thefe produce the hail, and thofe the fnow ? 180 
What gave the exhalations wings to rife. 
To leave their centre, and poiTefs the ikies ? 
Let us no longer miflive weapons throw. 
But clofe the fight, and grapple with the foe j 
§ubmit to reafon's ftriftefl: tefl: their fcheme, 185 

And by mechanic laws purfue the huddled frame. 
Sec, how th' ambitious architects dcTjgn : 
To rear the world witliout the power divine, 
As principles, the great contrivers place 
Unbounded matter, in unbounded fpace : 190 i 

Matter was firft, in parts minute, endued 
With various figures, various magnitude ; 
Some, moving in the fpacious infinite, 
Defcribe a line oblique, and feme a rigl^t ; 
^or, did not fome.from a ftrait courfe deflcft, 193 

They could not meet, they could no world creft: 

7 While 
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While unfatigucd from cndlcfs ages pail, 

They ^ang^d the dark interminable waftc. 

Oft clafliing and rencountering in their flight, 

^yme atoms leap aiide, and fome upright ; 20« 

They various ways recoil, and fwiftly flow 

By mutual repercuffions to and fro, 

Till, fhufiled and entangled in their race, 

They clafp each other with a clofe embrace ; 

Combined by concourfe, mingled and compreft, 2C5 

They grow in bulk, and complicated reft. 

Hence* did the world and all its parts arif^ ! 

Hence the bright fun and ftars, and hence the fkies ! 

Hence fprung the. air, the ocean, and the earth 1 

And hence all Nature had its cafual birth ! 11% 

If you demand what wife direfting mind 
The wondrous platform of the world defign'd ; 
Did range, divide, and in their order place, 
The crude materials of th' unfafhion'd mafs ; 
Did move, dire6i:, and all the parts control, 2 1 5 

With pcrfeft &ill, to ferve the beauteous whole ; 
Fortune to this high honour they advance. 
And no furveyor want, no guide, but Chance. 

Lucretian mafters, now to make it plain 
In building worlds how raw you are, and vain ; 219 
Grant that before this mighty frame was rear'd, 
Before confufion fled, and light ^ppear'd. 
In the dark void and empty realms of night 
Your reftlefs atoms did purfue their flight ; 
And in their adverfe paths, and wild career, 225 

By chance rencounter, and by chance cohere ; 

K Thu^ 
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Thus clafpt in drift embraces they produce 

Unnumbcr'd cafual forms for different ufe : 

You, who to clearer reafon make pretence. 

Of wit refih*d, and eminent in fenfe ; ajo 

Let us, ye fons of Epicurus, know 

The fpring, whence all thefe various motions flow. 

What vigour pulh'd primaeval atoms on? 

Was it a foreign impulfe, or their own ? 

If 'twas a foreign delegated force, tj^ 

Which mov*d tliofe bodies, and control'd their courfe; 

Aflening this, you your own fchemc deftroy. 

And power divine, to form the world, employ. 

If from a moving principle within 

Your a£live atoms did their flight begin, 249 

That fpring, that moving principle explain. 

And in tlic fchoqls unrival'd you (hall reign j 

Declare its nature, and aiTign its name; 

For motion, and its caufe, are not the fame. 

We know, you '11 tell us, 'ti? iropulfive wcigh^ 
Mobility, or power to move innate: 
Profound folution ! worthy of your fchools. 
Where reafon in its boafted freedom rules. 
But thus you mock mankind, and language uie, 
Not to inform the mind, but to amufe, ^e^ 

Of motion we the principle demand ; 
You fay 'tis power ;o move, and there you (land I 
But is it to explain, to change the name ? 
Is not the doubt in different words the fame ? 
Do you reveal the fpring of motion more» 455 v 

By wifely calling that a moving power, Ij 

Wluch we had term'd a principle before ? J 

7 The 



d by Google 



>I 



CREATIOK BjocbcIV, 131 

The youngeft head ncw-vers'd in reafoning. knows. 

That motioq mull a power to move fu|)porc j 

Which while in vain j-ou labour to unfold, ^Cq 

You clearly tell us, that Lucretians hol3 

An a£live fpring, a principle approve, 

'Dirtinft from matter, which mud matter mbvei. 

jVlatter, as fuch, abftra6Ved in the mind, 

"We from a power to move diverted find, i'65 , 

Not more to motion, than to reft inclin'd ; 

The power, which rnqtion docs to matter give. 

We therefore muft dillin^ from l)oth conceive j 

>A power to nature given by Nature's Lord, 

When firft he fpoke the higli creating word, 470 

When for his world materials he prepar'd. 

And on each part this energy coriferr'd. 

Ye vain philofopliers ! prcfumptuous race! 
Who would the Great Eternal ACmd difplace 5 
Take from the world its Maker, and advance 1^5 

To his high throne your thoughtlefs idol Clxmce : 

•Ixt us th* enquiry by jud Heps purfue 5 

With motion we your atoms will' endue. 

Wc aik, when ip the fpacious void they flray,' 

Why ftill they beat one track, ^ndmovc one way ? tS^ 

"Still the Came ftight why do tlvek parties takcl 

Why this, or that way, no digreiTion make ? 
What will to tliis our Atomifts reply ? 

They anfwcr, by an innate .gravity 

The ponderous bodies ftill are downward'bocie^' 11^5 

And never upwards, of thcynfelves return : 

;Acute and folid anfwer ! fee a flight, 

Worthy of fineft wit, and cleareft fjgKtl 
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Do not thefe wife mechanic mafters know. 
That no man can conceive, or high or lov^. 
Nor find diftin£tion of fupcrior place, 
Or of inferior, in the empty fpacc 
Uncircumfcrib'd, and ignorant of bound. 
And where no midfl, no centre, can be found ? 

Perhaps, your ma(ler*s do6^rine to fullainy 
And matter's downward motion to explain. 
You vnth bis famous Gallic friend aHert, 
That is fupciior, whence your atoms ftart, 
And that inferior in the empty fpace 
To which they all dire6t their rapid race. 

Now let us recol1e£^, and what you fay 
At large, in one contrafted view furvey. 
You fay, your atoms move ; we aflt you, why ? 
Becaufe it is their nature, you reply. 
But (ince that native power you never fhew, 
You only fay they move, becaufe they do : 
But let your atoms move, we bid you fay. 
Why they move this, and not a different way ? 
You tell us, /tls from inbred gravity j 
That is, you tell us, 'tis you know not why. 
Till what IS gravity you let us know. 
By fenfelefs word? how can wc wifer grow ? 
We give you this ingenite, moving force. 
That makes them always downward take their co\ 
We then demand, which place inferior is 
Within the fpacious unconfin*d abyfs ? 
You fay 'tis that, to which the atoms bend 
.Their fwift career, for ftijl they muft defcend ; 
That is, they downward move, becaufe they dont 
ward tend. 
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Let us, Lucretians, now our talk purfue, 320 

And of your fcheme remaining wonders view. 
Say, if your atoms of immonal race 
Arc equal and commcnfurate to fpace: 
If fo, the boundlefs vaft immenfity 
While thus polTcft would full of matter be;' 325 

For in the vacant (as your fchools approve) 
Should finite matter be fuppos'd to move, 
Not knowing how to ftop, or where to (lay, 
It?, unobftrufted muft purfue its way. 
Be lod in void immenfe, and dlHipated dray $ 
The fcattering bodies never would combine. 
Nor to compofe a world by concourfe join. 
But, if all fpace is full, if all polTcft,' -' ^ 

Which fuppofition you embrace as heft,- '/'^^ I 

Then croudcd matter would for ever rcOj J 

Nature no change of place had ever fccn 5 
Where all is full, no motion can begin j 
For, if it (hould, you 'II be compel I'd to fay^ 
Body does body pierce, to force its way ; 
Or unconfin'd immenfity retreats, 34^ 

To give your atoms room to change their feats. 
And here with us Lucretius does agree, 
That, if fome place from matter be not free. 
In plenitude no motion could commence, 
All would be fiagnate in the vafl inunenfe. 34^ 

If it be faid, fmall parts of empty fpacc 
Arc interfpers'd through all the fpreading mafs. 
By which fome bodies give to others place ; 
Then matter, vou muft grant, would finite be. 
And (Iretch unequal to iaimenfity $ 3 so 
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And then, as Epicurus Judges right. 
It would for ever take a ufelefs flight, 
Lod in expanfion void and infinite* 
Befidesy allowing through th' extended whole 
Small fcatter'd fpaces not of lx)dy full; 355 

Then matter, you Lucretians muft agree. 
Has not exiftence from necefHty ; 
For, if its being neceflary were, 
Why are fome parts of fpace from matter clear? 
Why docs it here exkl, and why not there ? 360 

Lucretians, now, which fide you plcafe, embrace. : 
If in your void you finite fubilance place, 
*Tis diflipated through th' immcnfe abyfs, 
And you to form the world materials mifs j 
You '11 not rbe progrefs of your atom* ftay, 345. 

Nor to collect the vagrants find a way. 
Thus too your raafler*s fcheme will be dcftroy'd, 
^VKo, wholly to pollefs ihe boundlefs void,. I 

No lefs than matter infinite employ'd. J' 

If you, in honour to your founder's Ikill, 37© 

The boundlefs void with boundlefs fubftancc fill, 
Tlien tell us, how you can your bodies roll 
Through fpace, of matter fo compleatly full ?* 
The force this Angle reafon docs exert 
Will the foundations of your fcheme fubvert : 375- 

Nor were it needful to purfue the blow. 
Or form a frefh attack, unlefs to fliow 
How flight your works in every quarter are, 
How ill your huddled fcntimcncs colicrc. 
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Be this, O Greece, thy cvcrlafting fliamc, 3,to 
That thoughtlefs Epicurus rais'cl a name, 
Who built by anlefs Chance this mighty frame. 
Could one whofe wit fuch narrow limits boundi 
Nature, thy depths unfathomable found > 
Of his fagacious thoughts to give a part, 385 

Doss not this wife philofopher atfcrt 
The radiant Sun *s extinj^uifli'd every night. 
And every morn, rekindled, darts his light ? 
That the vaft orb, which cafls fo far his beams. 
Is fuch, or not much bigger, than he feems ? 39^ 

That the dimenfions of his glorious face 
Two geometric feet do fcaice furpafs ? 
Does he not make the tickle winds convey 
The Sun revolving through his crooked way > 
But, fmcc his fchool has gain'd fuch fprcading fame. 
And modern wits his maftcr-ikill proclaim; 
Let us yet farther carry this debate, 
And, as you a(k, confer on matter weight. 
To make it move within the vaft abjfs, 
And downward too, ev'n where no downward is. 400 
If this be true, as you Lucretians fay. 
That atom? wing with ecjual fpeed their way. 
Then how could this that aroni overtake ? 
How could they clafli, apd how collifions make ? 
If in a line oblique your bodies rove, 405 

Or in a perpendicular they move. 
If fome advance not flower in their race, 
And lome mo^e fwift fhould not purfue the chace^ y 
How could they be entangled, how embrace ? J . 

K 4 . 'lis 
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'Tis dcmonftration, 'tis meridian light, 41 

Thofe bodies ne'er could juftlc, ne'er could fight, 
Nor by their mutual (hocks be ruffled in their fli^ 

Since matter of a greater magnftude 
Mufl,be with greater gravity endued, 
Then the minuteft parts mud ftill proceed 
With lefs, the greater with the greater fpecd. 
Hence your firft bodies, which the fmalleft are. 
On which the fwifteft motion you confer, 
Mud be contented with the floweft pace, 
And yield to matter of more bulk the race. 

How wondrous little muft thofe atoms be. 
Which you endow with fuch velocity 1 
Minute beyond conception, when we find 
Bodies fo fmall, where many are combin'd ! 
How many various figures muft we take. 
What numerous complications ufe, to make 
Some compound things, fo fmall of magnitude. 
That all our fenfes they with eafc elude ! 

Light exhalations, that from earth arife 
Attrafted by the fun-beams through the ikies. 
Which the myfterious feeds of thunder bear. 
Of winds, and all the meteors of the air" ; 
Though they around us take their conftant flighty 
Their little fize efcapes the Iharpeft fight. 
The fragrant vapours breath'd from rich perfumes 
"From Indian fpices, and Arabian gums. 
Though many years they flow, will fcarce abate 
The odoriferous body's bulk or weight. 

Though antimonial cups, prepar'd with art» 
Their force to wine through ages ihould impart f 
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This diffipation,. this profufe expence, 

l^Tor ihrinks tlieir fize, nor waftes their flores immenfc. 

The povvder which deftru6^ive guns explode. 

And by its force their hollow wombs unload, 

When rarify'd of fpace, pofTefTes more, 445 

Five hundred times, than what it fill'd before. 

The feeds of fern, which, by prolific heat 

Cheer*d apd unfolded, form a plant fo great, 

Are lefs a thoufand times than what the eye 

Can unailifted by the tube defcry. 450 

By glafles aided, we in liquor fee 

Some living things minute to that degree, 

That a prodigious number muft unite. 

To make the fm ailed objeft of the fight. 

How little bodies muft the light compound, 455 

Which by your matters is corporeal own'd j 
Since the vaft deluge of refulgent rays, -v 

Which in a day the fun a thoufand ways i 

Through his wide empire laviflily conveys, ' J 

Were they colleft^ in one folid mafs, 469 

Might not in weight a fingle drachm furpafs ! 

At leaft tliofe atoms wondrous fmall muft be. 
Small to an unconceivable degree j 
Since though thefe radiant fpoils, difperft in air. 
Do ne'er return, and pe'er the fun repair, 465 

Yet the bright orb, whence ftill new torrents flow, 
Does no apparent lofs, no diminution know. 
Now, curious wits, who nature's work infpe£t 
With rapture, with aftoniihment, refleft 
On the fmall fize of atoms, which unite 470 

To make the fmalleft particle of light J 

Then 
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Then how minute pntnaeval atoms $:vc. 

From this account Lucrctians may infer : 

Yet they on thefe, without regard to right. 

Confer the honour of the quickeft flight. 475 

Within the void, with what a fwift career 
Your rapid matter moves will thus appear. 
That all mixt bodies are in fpeed out-done 
By your firfi: atoms, you with eafe will own ; 
For compound beings can no motion hatre, 4S0 

But what their tirfl conflituent atoms gave : 
Then your primaeval fubftances exceed 
The fwift- wing'd wind, or fwifter light, in fpeed. 
How foon the fun-beams at the morning's birih 
Leap down from heaven, and light upon the earth ! 485 
Prodigious flight ! they in few moments pafs 
The vaft etherial interpoljng fpace. 
Should you enjoin a rock fo hard a taflt, 
It would more years, than light will minutes, alk. 
One atom then (fo you '11 be forc'd to fay) 490 

Muft rocks and hills and the whole globe outweigh j 
Since it exceeds them by its fwifter ftiglir. 
And fwifter motion fpiings from greater weight. 

If nature's rule your atoms do enjoin 
To move dire£tly downward in a line i ^95 

Say, how can any from that path decline ? 
Th' inclining motion then, which you fuppofe^ 
Whence the firA concourfe of your atoms rofe, 
Muft the great maxim of ygur fchools fubvcrt, 
Which flill with one confederate voice allerx, 509 

That matter by peceffity defccnds 
In Uacs dire6t; yet part obliquely tends. 

And 
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And thus your ihatccr, by its natirt force. 
To cUflfercnt paints would ftcer a dJftrcnc cottrfe ; 
Petermin'd by the fame impuMivc weighty 50 j 

Move In a Une oblique, and in a ftraight. 

To heal your fyflem-s deep ami ghaftly wouad^ 
WhkilFijiis obje6Hon givcs^ Lucretitts found 
A nncthod ; who a motion did invent 
Not ftraight entirely, nor entirety bent, 5t# 

Wluch forms a line to croofced foincwhat like. 
Slanting almoft, and,, as it were, oblique. 
Who docs not now this wondfous bard adore ? 
Seereaf6n*s conquering light, and wit's reflftlefs power? 

If atoms, after their eternal dance, ^i^. 

Into this beauteous fabricfc leap'd by cHance ; 
If they combin'd by cafual eoncourfe ; fay, 
What, in a free and unobrtru6bed way. 
Bid in a full career your atoms (lay ? 
What mounds, what force, when rufliing from the height: 
Of fpace immenfc, could flop them in their fliglit ? 
Why in their road did they not forward pafs? 
But fay, where now we find the fettled mafs. 
Why did they ceafe from moving in dcfpitc 
Of their own nature, and impelling weight? ti^ 

^ad the wife troops fagacity to know, 
That, there arriv'd, they fliould no further go ? 
That in this point of all the fpacious void, 
To form a world they were to be em ploy *d ? * 
Bid they, in profpcft of fo great. a good, eg© 

In this one place of all the liquid road, . F 

Ail their encumbering gravity unload?' J- 

Farigucd^ 
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Fatigued, and fpent with labour infinite. 

Did they' grow tv-^rpid, and unapt for flight ? 

Or, in th' embrace and downy lap of air 53:5 

LuU'd and enchanted, did tliey fettle there ? 

Gran? in rhis fmi^le place by chance they met, 
That there by chance they did their weight forget | 
It happen'd there they furm'd a mighty mafs, 
Where .yet no order, no diftinftion, was : 540 

Let this be fo ; we alk you to explain . 
The wondrous Power that did the parts fuftain. 
For ftill their nature and their weight remain. 
" What from defcent fiiould ponderous matter ftay. 
When no more ponderous matter flops its way ? " 545 
Can ai.y columns prop the mighty ball, 
Its preflTurc balance, and prevent its fall ? 
And after this remains a mij^hty tafk, 
Which more than iiuman fkill and power will aflt. 
The (Irong myfterious cements to unfold, 550 

Which atoms llriftly complicated hold. 

But let us leave the heap in air's embrace. 
To reft unmov'd within the empty fpace, I 

Which knows no height, or depth, or middle place: J 
Tell, how .you build the chambers of the Iky, 55s 

Extend the fpheres, and hang the orbs on high ? 
You fav, when matter £rft began to fall. 
And fettle into this terreftrial ball, 
Prefb'd from the earth rhin exhalations rofe. 
Vapours and fteams, materials to compofe 560 

The fpacious regions of the liquid air. 
The heavens^ and all the luminaries there : 

Thcfc 
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Thefe vapours foon (miraculous event !), 

Shuffled by chance, and mix'd by accident, 

Into fuch ranks and beauteous order fell, 565 

As no efFcft of vvifdom can ejccel. 

Hence did the planets, hung in aether, ftray ! 

Hence rofc the ftars, and hence the milky way I 

Hence did the fun along the ikies advance I 

The fource of day, but fprong from night and chance t 

But who'can ihew the legends, that record 
More idle tales, or fables fo abfurd ? 
Does not your fcherae affront ev*n vulgar fcnfc ; 
That fpheres of fuch a vaft circumference. 
That all the orbs, which in the regions roll, 575 

Stretching from eaft to weft, from pole to pole, 
Should their con{lru£ture, and their beauty, owe 
To vapours prcfs*d from this poor ball below ? 
From this fmall heap could exhalations rife 
Enough, and fit, to fpread an^ vault the (kies ? 580 
Lucretius thus the manner ha« difplay'd 
How meteors, not how heavenly globes, are made. 
But grant the fleams, which by exprefEon rofe. 
Did all the fpheres and every orb compofe ; 
Since' their ingenite gravity remains, 585 

What girder binds, what prop the frame inflains } 

The fun's bright beams, which you of matter make. 
From Heaven their downwaixi flight perpetual take t 
. Why does not then his body, which outweighs 
Sy infinite degrees his golden rays, 590 

By its own force precipitated fall. 
And hide In niios tiiis terreftrial ball ? 

Can 
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Can air, unable to fuQain the light. 
Support the fuo of fuch fupcrior weight ; 
And all the ponderous heavenly orbs fufpcnd 59; 

Againft their nature, which does downward lend? 
Telly wife Lucretius, tell the fee ret arty 
'Which keeps the heavens and earth fo long apart* 

Thus too the air, prefs'd from this mafs, you fav» 
Between the eanh and ikies expanded lay j 6m 

Kot with intention that the folar light 
Through tlie thin gulph might take an eafy fiigltc ; 
Or that with nitrous food it ihouid infpire 
The breathing lungs, and feed the vital -fire; 
But mere contingence did -the gulfli extend^ 6*5 

Regard lefs of ^convenience, ufe, or end. 

yiNow, vaunting poet ! fhould it be confcfs'd. 
That from the eanh the air is thus exprefs'd ; 
Since things by heavier things are upward thrown, 

'Wliich tend with Arongtr graicitacion .<iown i -teo 

'VVhy are the iun, aud du: ftiir orhft of light, 
All which fo Uac eaifseed the air in ^weigl^it, 

.Hung from tlie centre at a greater heigltf ? 
Why do not thofe their Nature's Uw obey, 
lluih from above, and near the centre Aay, 
And make^iU lighter ix)dicf give tiiem way ? 
Tell us, Lucretius, why they nc^r puifue 
This naulral bent, and this -undoubted duef 
Since to the eanh you give the middle pUcc, 
To which all heavy things dire£t their race.} 6M 

,If nothing does obflru£):, by certain fate 
Things would in^order*^ their di&reot wc^gbr 

tic 
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Lie round the eanh, and make one miglity heap ; 

They wouM their place, as different (Irata, keep. 

Nor would the air, or interceding iky, Cij 

Between the diftant orU and worlds divided Iki 

^cher and air would claim the higheA place. 

The Aars and planets would the earth embracCf 

A« now tiie ocean floats upon its face. 

In vain you labour by mechanic rules, 639 

In vain exhauft the leafon of your fclniolsf 

Thefe quedions to refoive, and to explain 

How feparate worlds were made, and feparate ftiU rdmtitu 

Since to yotir unoompounded atoms you 
Figures in number in&iite allow, 63$ 

From whidi, by various combination, fpringt 
This unconfin'd diveriity of things ; 
Are not, in this, defign and counfel clear ? 
Does not the wife Artificer appear. 
Who the cor{x>real particles endued 649 

With different fhapf» and different magpitude, 
I'hat from their mixtures all things might'hav^ hirth^ 
lo the wide (ea, and air, and heaven^ and eanb ?■ 
To all thefe figures of diftioguilh'd kind. 
And different (u/e^ ace not e^ds afligo'd > 64$ 

Then own their cavfe did a& with wife intent. 
Which did thofip 6zea fqiiare, and every fiiape idvoau 

When atoma firft the world began to fname. 
Is it not flraftge that every nomber c^me 
Of fuch a figure, and of fuch a. Gze, ■ 650 

As fervM to found the earth, andfprfcad tho: fibu*? 
Had they not met in fuch pcopomo^, were 
Their form and Aumbnr not m im»w they ate^ 
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In a rude mafs they had confus'dly join*d, 
Not in a finift'd world, likethis, combin'd. 655 

Did thefe aflelnbled fubftanccs reflet, 
That here a beauteous frame they tnuft cre£i ? 
Did they a general council wifely call, 
To lay the ^platform of each mighty ball ? 
To fettle prudent rules, and orders make, (^(^ 

in Tearing worlds, what methods they fljouM take ^ 
To every atom was his talk enjoin'd ? 
His poft, and fellow-labourers, affign'd ? 
Did they confent what parts they ihould compoTej 
That thefe Ihould aether m^e, or water thofe ? 6^5 
That fome Ihould be the moon, and fome the earth ? 
Thbfe give the fun, and thefe the planet birth? 
If all thefe noble worlds were imdcfign'd, 
And carry'd on without k Confcious Mind; "* 

Oh, happy accident I aufpicious chance I t-Q 

That in fuch order made the work advance ! 
At length to fuch admir'd perfe6tion brought "J 

The finiih*d ftrufturc, as it had been wrought V 

With art tranfcendent and confumm'ate thouglit I J 
Since Vis an outrage done to common fcnfe 675 

To fix a central point in fpace immeafe ; 
Why is a middle to the earth affign^. 
To which your ponderous bodies are inclined ? 

Belides, refle6^ how this terreftrial mafs 
Does the whole fea a thoufand times furpafs ; 680 

Which in a line, if drawn direfWy down. 
More than a mile in depth is rarely known.' 
Now if by chance more watery atoms came 
Than earthy, to compofe this wondrous frame j 

4 Or 
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'-Or had they both in equal number met, 685 

Which might as well have been, had Chance thought fit; 
'Gr if the watery (we no farther prefs) 
Were but an hundred times in number lefs ; 
This globe had lain, if not a general flood. 
At leaft a fen, a mafs of ooze and mud, ^^9 

"With no rich fruit, or verdant beauty, bleft, 
Wild and unpeopled, or by man, or bead. 

Who will our orb's unequal face explain. 
Which Epicurus made all fmooth and plain > 
How did thy rocks, O Earth ! thy hills, arife ? 695 : 
'How did thy giant fons invade the fkics ? 
Lucretius, that it happen 'd thus, replies. 

Now give us leave, great Poet, to demand. 
How the- capacious hollow in the land 
Was firfl produc'd, with eafe to entertain 7o# 

All the allembled waters of the main > 
"When earth was made, this hollow for the fea 
Was form'd ; but how it happen 'd fo to be ? 
It on a time fell out, th^t every wave 
Forfook thc^carth, and fiU'd the mighty- cave, 705 

Which happened opportunely to be there, 
Where* now their heads the rolling billows rear. 
•It then fell out, that ftones did rocks compofc, 
That vales fubfided, and that hills arofe. 
Thus the formation of the world you know? 71 • 

'So' all eveiSts fell out, and all things happened fo. 

Can tales more ferifelfifs, ludicrous, imd vain. 
By winter-fires old nurfcs entertain ? 
J!)dcs this unfold how all things 'firft were made 
W4tl)out divine ftiid fnpernaiuml aid i 715 
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His penetration has Lucretius fliown, "j 

By faying things proceed from Chance alone, > 

As their efficient caufe, that is, from none ? J 

But let your troops, which rang'ci the plains of nigh^ 

And tj^rough the vacant wing'd their carclefs flight, 720. 

The high command of ruling Chance obey j 

Unguided and unconfcious of the way, 

Let them advance to one determin'd place, 

Prefcrib'd by Chance, in all th' unmcafur'd fpace ; 

Their proper ftations undiredted find, 725 

To form a world that never was dcfign'd; 

Let all the rolling globes, and fpacious fkies^ 

From happy hits of heedlefs atoms rife j 

Be thus the earth's unmov*d foundations laid, 

Thus the thin regions of the air difplay*d j 73* 

Chance (hall the planets in their place fufpend, 

Between thofe worlds th' etherial plains extend ; 

Diredl the fun to that convenient feat. 

Whence he difplays his luflre and his heat. 

This labour, all this progrcfs, is in vain, 735 

Unlcfs the orbs their various motions gain ; 

For let the fun in buoyant aether float. 

Nor nearer to the earth, nor more remote ; 

Yet did his orb unmov'd its beams difiufe. 

He *d lure deftiu£tion to the earth produce j 74* 

One half for heat, and one for cold, would pray, 

This would abhor the night, and that the day : 

Did he not yearly through the zodiack pafs. 

Were he not conilant to his daily race. 

He would not, by alternars Ihade and light, 745 

Produce the needtul change of day and night t 

Npr 
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Nor woiil.^ fc{>c vjirious fcafons of the year. 

By turns rewlviag, rifip ^rul difappear. 

>^.W, caji jwdiqiQUS Ai;omills coric*:ivc, 

Chance to theipo.QOvW this juft impulfe give, 75a 

By which the fourcc of clay fo fwiftly flies, 

His ftagcs jkcjeps, and traveri'cs the &ies ? 

We alk you, whence thcic conftant motions flow ? 
WUl learned jhcads reply, they happen'd To } 
You fay,.tI\efolar qrb, difi inov'd by chance, 755 
Does n^rth and fputh, an^l e^il and we(V, advance : 
We aik, why 6rft in thefc determin*d ways 
He chofe to move ? Why thence he never ftrays } 
Why did he ne'er, (ince time began, decline 
His round diurnal, or his annua! line ? 76^1 

So ileadily does fickle Fortune fleer 
Th' obedient orb, that it Ihould never err ? 
Should never ftart afide, and never ftray ? 
Never in pathlefs aether mifs his way ? 
Why does he ne'er beyond the tropicks go ? 765 

Why ftill revolve ? why travel to and fro ? 
Will it a wife philofopher content, 
To fay thefe motions came by accident, 
That all is undefign'd, fortuitous event ? 
But if the fluggilh fun you '11 not difturb, 77© 

But motion give to this terrcrtrial orb ; 
Still of tlie earth we the fame queftion alk, 
Wliich to explain, you have as hard a tafk. 

Can Chance this frame, thefe artful fcenes erc£l. 
Which knows not works lefs artful to effe6t I 77c 

Did it mechanic engines e'er produce, 
A globe, •or tube of aftronomic ufc ? 

L z Whv 
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Why do not vcflcls, built and rigg'd by Chance^ 

;Drawn in long order, on the billows dance ? 

IMight not the Sovereign Caufe with greater eale 

J)f navy build, than make the winds and feas ? 

•Let atoms once the form of letters take 

'By Chance, and let thofe huddled letters make 

Jl fiiiilh'd poem by a lucky hit, 

Such as the Grecian, or the Mantuan, writ ; 

Then we *11 embrace the doftrines you advance, 

.And yield tlie world*s fair poem made by Chance< 
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CREATION. 
BOOK V. 

TttB ARGUMENT;. 

The introdu£Hon. A defcription of tlie calamitous 
ftate of mankind, by reafon of innumerable woes 
and fufFerings to which they are obnoxious. Difeafes 
of the body. Trouble and grief of mind. Violence 
and oppreilion. The vicifiitude of human affairs, 
and the certain profpeft of death. Whence it ap- 
pears that it fuits the ftace of mankind, and therefore 
IS defirable, there ihould be a God. Arguments 
againft the Fatalifts, who aflcrt the eternity of the 
world. There muft be granted fome felf-exiftent and 
independent being. The corporeal world cannot be 
that being : proved from its mutability, and the va- 
riety of forms rifing and difappcaring in the feveral 
parts of nature; from the polTiMlity of conceivings 
without any confcquent contradi6Hon, lefs or more 
parts in the world, than are a6lually exiflent; fronts 
die podibility of plants and animals having had dif- 
ferent fhapes, and limbs, from what they now have. 
The pretended fatal chain of things not fclf-exiftenc 
and independeiK ; becaufe all its links or parts are 
dependent, and'Obnoxious to corruption. Fate, a word 
without fenfe or meaning. Two more arguments, 
againft the eternity of the world, from the contem- 
plation of the light of the fun, and of motion. 
Aciilotla's fcheme confidered and confuted*. 
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A H, haplefs mortal man ! ah, rigid fate ! 
• •*• What cares attend our fhort, uncertain ftate I 
Hovv wide a front, Iiow deep and black a rear. 
What fad varieties of grief and fear, * 
prawn in array, exert their fatal rage, 5 ^ 

And gall obnoxious life through every ftage, I 

From infancy to youth, from youth to age * J 

Who can compile a roll of all our woes ? 
Our friends are faithlcfs, and finccre our foes ; 
The poifon'd arrows of an envious tongue lo 

Improve our errors, and our virtues wrong ; 
Th' opprcfibr novv with arbitrary might 
Tramples on law, and robs us of our right j 
Dangers unfeen on every fide invade. 
And fnares o'er all th' unfaithful ground are laid. 15 

Oft' wounds from foreign violence we feci, 
Now from the ruffian's, now tlie warrior's, fteel; 
B.V bruifes or by labour we are pain'd ; 
A bone dibjointed, or a fmew ftrain'dj 
Now feftering fores affli6i: our tortur'd limbs ; ip. 

Now to the yielding heart the gangrene climbs. 

Acute dillempers fierce our veins aflail, 
Rufh on with fury, and by florra prevail j 
Others with thrift difpenfe Uieir (lores of grief^ 
And by the fap prolong the fiege of life 5 2^ 

While to the grave we for deliverance cry, 
And, prouiis'd Hill, are flill denied to die. 

See Colic, Gout, and Stone, a cruel train,. 
Qppos'd by all the healing race in vain j 

TUcir 
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Their various racks and lingering plagues employ, 

Relieve eacli other, and by turns annoy, 

And, tyrant like, torment, but not dcftroy. 

We noxious infers in our bowels feed. 

Engender deaths, and dark dcftruftion breed. 

The Spleen with fuUen vapours clouds tl\c brain, 35 

And binds the fpirits in its heavy chain : 

Hovve'er the caufe fantaftic may appear, 

Th' cfFt-'ft is real, and the pain fincere. ^ 

Hydropic wretches by degrees decay. 

Growing the more, the more they wade away ; 40 

By their own ruins they augmented lie, 

With thirft and heat am id ft a deluge fry : 

And while in floods of water thefe expire, 

More fcorching perifli by the Fever's fire ; 

Stretch'd on our downy, yet uneafy beds, 45 

We change our pillows, and we raife our heads; 

From fide to iide for reft in vain we turn. 

With cold we fhiver, or with heat we burn j 

Of night impatient, we demand the day; 

The day arrives, and for the night we pray j 50 

The night and day fucceiTive come and go. 

Our lafting pains no interruption know. 

Since Man is born to fo much woe and care, 
Muft ilill new terrors dread, new forrows bear ; 
Does it not fuit the ftate of human kind, 55 

There fliould preiide a good Almighty Mind ? 
A Caufc bupreme, that niiglit all nature fleer. 
Avert our danger, and prevent our fear j 
Who, when implor'd, might timely fuccour give. 
Solace our anguifh, and our wants relieve ; 

L 4 Fathtc 



d by Google 



»5*^ BLACK MO RE»S P O E Hf S# 

Father of comfort^ might our fouls fuftain, 
When preft with grief, and mitigate our pain ? - 

'Tis certain fomcthing from all agei pad 
Witbbut beginning was, and ftill will lad ; 
l^or if of time one period e'er had been 
When nothing was, then nothing could begin*. 
That things fhould to themfelves a beinggive^ 
Reluftant reafon never can conceive*. 
If you affirm, effe6ls themfclve* pro<1uce. 
You (hock the mind, and contradiftion chufc j 
For they, *tis clear,, muft aft and move, beforcL 
They were in being, or had motivis power j 
As a6livc caufes muft of right at once 
Exiftcnce claim, and as cffcfts renounce. 
Then fomething is, which no beginhing had, 
A caufelefs Caufe, or nothing could be made,. 
Which muft by pure neceflity exift, 
And whofe duration nothing can refift. 

Let us enquire, and fearch by due degrees,^ 
What, who, this Self-exiftent being is. 

Should this material world's capacious frame 
"Uncaus'd and independent being claim ; 
It would, thus form'd and fafhion'd as we fee, 
Derive exiftencc from neceflity. 
And then to iages unconfin'd muft laft- 
Without the leaft diverfity or wafte. 
Kec'jflitN', viewed with attentive thought. 
Does plain impoflihility denote, 
That things fiioukl not exift, which aftual are, . 
Or in another ihape^ or different modes appear. . 
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But fee, in all corporeal Nature's fccne, 
What changes, what divcrfitics, have been ! 
Matter not long the fame appearance makes,. 
But fljifts her oW, and a new figure takes r 
If now (he lies in Winter's rigid arms, 95 

Di (honoured, and defpoilM of all her charms 
Soft vernal airs will loofe th' unkind embrace,. 
And genial dews renew her wither*d face ; 
Like fabkd nymphs ttanvform'd, Ihe's now a tree, 
Now weeps into a flood, and ftrcaming feeks the fea j x c# 
She 's n6w a gaudy fly, before a worm, 
Below a vapour, and above a ftorm ; 
This ooze was late a monfter of the main,. 
That turf a- lowing grazer of the plain, t 

A lion this did o'er the foreft reign. 105 J. 

Regard that fair, that branching laurel-plant. 
Behold that lovely blulhing amarant; 
One might have William's broken frame afTum'd, 
And one from bright Maria's dufl: have bloom 'd. 
Thefe fliifting fcencs, thefe quick rotations, ihow 
Things from neceffity could never flow, 
But muft to mind and choice precarious being owe, 

Let us fuppofe that Nature ever was, 
Without bciiinning, and without acaufej. 
As her firlt order, difpofition, frame, 115 

Muft then fubfift unchangeably the fame ; 
So mull our mind pronounce, it would not be 
Within the reach of poffibility. 
That e'er the world a being could have had 
Di&'crcni from what it is, or could be made. %im 

Of 
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Of more or lefs, or other parts, than thoffe 

Which the corporeal univerfe compofe. 

Now, Fatal ift, we afk, if thofc fubvert 

Reafon's eflablifh'd maxims, who aflert 

That we the world*s cxiftence may conceive, ' 1*5 

Though we one atom out of Nature leave ; 

Though fome one wandering orb, or twinkling ftar. 

Were abfent from the heavens, which now is there j 

Though fome one kind of plant, or fly, or worm, 

No being had, or had another's form ? 130 

And might not other animals arife. 
Of different figure, and of different fize ? 
In the wide womb of poilibility 
Lie many things, which ne'ermay a6lual bcj 
And more produftions of a various kind 155 

Will caufe no con trad i6i:ion in the mind. 
' ris poflTible the things in Nature found 
Might different forms and different parts have own'd: 
The boar might wear a trunk, the wolf a horn. 
The peacock's train the bittern might adorn ; 140 

Strong tulks might in the horfe's mouth have grown. 
And lions might have fpots, and leopards none. 

But, if the world knows no fuperior caufe, 
Obeys no fovereign's arbitrary laws; 
If abfolute neceflity maintains 145 

Of caufes and efTe£ts the fatal chains; 
What could one motion flop, change one event ? 
It would tranfcend the wide, the vaft extent, 
The utmoft ftretch of pofTibility, 
That things, from what they are, fliould difagree. !$• 
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If, to elude this reafoning, you reply, 
Things what they are, are by ncceffity; 
Which never elfe fo aptly could confpire 
To ferve the whole, and Nature's ends acquire ; 
To form the beauty, order, harniony, 169 

Which we through all the works of Nature fee : 
Ready we this alTertion will allow. 
For what can more exalted wifdom fhow ? 
With zeal we this neceflity defend 
Of n)eans dirc6i:ed to their ufeful end ; ^65 

But 'tis not that which Fatalifts intend. 
Nor that vyhich we oppofe in this debate. 
An uncontrord neceffity of fate, 
Which all things blindly does and muft produce, 
Unconfcious of their goodnefs and their ufe. 
Which cannot ends defign, nor means convenient 
•chufe. 

If you perfift, and fondly will maintain 
Of caufes and etfe£ls an endlefs train j 
That this fuccellive feries ftill has been. 
Will never ceafe, and never did begin; 
That things did always, as they do, proceed^ 175 

And no Firft Caufe, no wife Direftor, need s 
Say, if no links of all your fatal chain 
Free from corruption and unchang'd remain i 
If of the whole each part in time arofe. 
And ta a caufe its borrowM being owes ; 18.5 

How then the whole can independent be ? 
How have a being from neceffity ? 
Is not the whole, ye learned heads, the fame 
With all the parts, and different but in name ? 
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Could e'er that whole the lead perfe£lion (how, 1S5- 
Which from the parts, that form it, did not flow ? 
Then, tell us, can it from its parts derive. 
What in diemfelve& thofe^parts had not to give ^ 

Farther to clear the fubjeft in debate. 
Inform us, what you underAand by Fate- 19^ 

Have you a juft idea in the mind. 
©f this great caufe of things by you a<lign*d ? 
If you the order and dependence mean 
By which ef¥e£ls upon their caufes lean^ 
The long fucccffion of th' efEcknt train,. 1^5 

And firm coherence of th' extended chain ; 
Then Fate is nothing but a mode of things, 
Which from continued revolution fprings-j 
A pure relation and a mere refpe6l 
Between the caufe eflre£tive and th* efleft.. 2o#f 

If caufes and cfFefts themfelves are that 
Which your ckar-fighted fchools intend by Fatcj 
Then Fate by no idea can be known, 
*Tis one thing only, as a heap is one ; 
You no diftinguifh*d being by it mean, 205, 

But all th*^ ciFefts and caufes that have been* 
If you alTert, that each efficient caufe 
Muft aft by fix'd inevitable laws j 
If you affirm this neceflary date,. 

And tell us this neceffity is Fate j 2\9> 

When will you blefs the world with light to fee 
The fpring an4 fource of this necedity } 
Say, what drd fo difpof;;, fo things ordain 
'Xo.farm.the LLnks.of ail liu; cafual diaini, 

That 
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"That Nature by inevitable force * 11^ 

Should run one ring, and keep one fteady courfc ? 
That things muft needs in one fet order flow. 
And all events muft'happen as they do? 
Ctn you no proof of your aflcrtion find ? 
Produce no rcafon to convince the mind, i:i# 

That Nature this dctcrmin'd way muft go ? 
Are all things thus, becaufe they muft be fo ? 
"We grant wkh eafe there is neceility. 
The Source of things ihould felf-cxiftent be 
ISut then He *s not a neceffary caufe j s-25 

5Ie freely a£):s by arbitrary laws : 
"He gave to beings moHve energy. 
And a6live things to paffive did apply 5 
In fuch wife order all things did liifpofe. 
That of events neceility urofe : tj* 

Without his aid, fay, how you will maintain 
"Your fatal link of caufes ? Hence 'tis plain. 
While the word Fate you thus affeft to ufe, 
TTdu coin a fen(t:iei"s term, th' unwary to amufe. i^9 

You, who aflert the world did ne'er commence, 
Trepare againft this reafoning your defence. 
If folar beams, which through th' expanfion dart, 
'Corporeal are, ss learned fchools aflert; 
Since ftill they flow, and no fupply repays 435 

The hvifh Sun his diflipatcd rays j 
'Grant, that his radiant orb did ne'er begin, 
-And that his motions have eternal been, 
Then, by eternal, infinite ex pence, 
'By unrecraiced walle, and fpoils immenici 24* 

By 
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By certain fate to flow deftruftion doomed. 

His glorious ftock long fincc had been confum'd ; 

Of light unthrifty, and profufe of day. 

The ruin*d globe h^d fpcnt his latcft ray, 

Difperj>*d in beams eternally dirpla.y'd, »4$ • 

H^d loft in xrher roam*d, and loofe in atoms firay*d« 

Grant, that a grain of matter would outweigh "l 
The light the fun difpenfes in a d*y f 

Through all the ftag^s of his heavenly way j -* 

That in a year the golden torrents, fent ^(59 

From the bright fource, its lolTes fcarce augment; 
Yet without end if you the wafte repeat, 
Th* eternal lofs grows infinitely great. 
Then, ihould the fun of finite bulk fuftain 
In every age the lofs but of a grain ; ^.55 

If we fuppofe thofe ages infinite. 
Could there remain one particle of light ? 

Rcflc£l, that motion muft abate its force. 
As more or lefs obftru6lcd in its courfe ; 
That all the heavenly orbs, while turning round, 160 
Have fomc refiftance from the medium found : 
Be that refiftance ne'er fo faint and weak, 
If *tis eternal, 'twill all motion break ; 
If in each age you grant the Icaft dccreafc. 
By infinite fuccelTion it muft ceafe. 265 

Hence, if the orbs have ftill refifted been 
By air, or light, or *Ether ne'er fo thin ; 
Long fince their motion muft have been fuppreft. 
The ftars had flood, the fun had lain at reft; 
So vain, fo wild a fchcme, you Fatalifts have drefs\ 

Let 



s\l.J 



d by Google 



»Sq1 



CREATION. Book V. 151^ 

I-et us the wife poficions. now furvcy 
Of Arillotlc's fchool, who 's plcasM to fay- 
Nothing can move itfelf, no inward po\ycr 
To any being motion can procure. 
Whatc*er is mov'd, its motion muft derive 175 

From fomcthing clfe, which muft an impulfe give : 
And yet no being motion could begin ; 
Elfc motion mi^ht not have eternal been. 
That matter never did begin to move. 
But in th' immenfc from endlefs ages ftrovc, 
The Siagyrite thi»s undertakes to prove. 
He fays, of motion time the meafure is^ 
Then that 's eternal too, as well as this. 
Motion through ages without limit flows, 
Since time, its meafure, no beginning knows. 185 

This feeble bafc upholds our Author's hopes. 
And all his mighty fuperftru£lure props. 
On this he all his towering fabric rears. 
Sequel on fcquel heaps, to reach the fphere^^. 
But if this definition you deny x^q ^ 

Of time, on, which his building does rely, i 

You bring his lofty Babel from the (ky ; J 

A thoufand fine dedudlions you confound. 
Scatter his wafte philofophy around. 
And level all his ftrufture with the ground* Z95 

Wc then this definition thus defeat : 
Time is no meafure, which can motion meet ; 
For men of reafoning faculties will fee. 
That time can notlung but duration be 
Of beings ; and duration can fuggeft 500 

Nothing or of their motion, or their reft ; 

1 Only 
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'Only prolong'd cxiftence it implies, 
'Whether tlie thing is mov*d, or quiet lies. 
'This fingle blow will all the pile fubvert. 
So proudly rais'd, but with fo little art. 30J 

But, iince the Author has fuch fame acquired, 
JV.nd as a God of fcience been admir'd, 
^ ftriftcr view we '11 of his fyftem take, 
•And of the parts a Ihort examen make. 
Let us obferve, what light his fcheme affords, 310 

His undigefted heap of doubtful words. 
Great Stagyrite, the loft enquirer fliow 
*.The fpring, whence motion did for ever flow^ 
Since nothing of itfelf e'er moves or ftrivcs. 
Tell what begins, what the firll impulfe gives. 315 

Hear how the man, who all in fame furmouiits, 
*-For motion\i fpring and principle accounts. 
To his fupreme, unmov'd, unactive God, 
He the firft fphere appoints, a bleft abode j 
Who fits fupinely on his azure throne, 33» 

In contemplation of himfclf alone ; 
Is wholly mindlefs of the world, and void 
Of providential care, and unemployed. 
To all the fpheres inferior are allign*d 
Gods fubaltern, and of inferior kind : 315 

'On thcfe he felf-exiftence does confer. 
Who, as the God fupreme, eternal are ; 
With admiration mov'd, and ardent love, 
They all their fphercb around in order move ; 
And from thefe heavenly revolutions flow 3 j# 

Ailmiotions, which are found in things below. 

:? If 
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If you demand by what impulfive force 

The Undcr-Gods begin their circling courfe : 

He fays, as things deiirable excite 

Dciirc, and objcfb move the appetite i 335 

So hit firft God, by kindling ardent love. 

Does all the Gods in feats inferior move : 

Thus mov'd, they move around their mighty fpheres. 

With their refulgent equipage of liars; 

From fphere to fphere communicate the dance, 340 

Whence all in heavenly harmony advance $ 

And from this motion propagated rife 

All motions in the earth, and air, and ikies. 

' And thus by learned Ariflotle's mind 

All things were form'd, yet nothing was dcfign'd. 345 

He owns no^ choice, no arbitrary will, 

No artift's hand, and no exerted Ikill ; 

All motion flows from necelTary fate. 

Which nothing docs rcfift, or can abate ; 

Things fink and rife, a being lofc or gain- 356 ] 

In a coherent, undifTolving chain 

Of caufes and cfFefts, which Nature*s courfe fuftain. 

Th* unmovcable Supreme the reft does move, 
' As pr6per obje£ls raife defire and love ; 

They, mov*d without thcirchoice, without confent, 355 

Move all their fpheres around without intent : 

Whatever he calls his moving caufe, to chufc 

He gives that caufe no power, or to refufe. 
• And thus ffbm fate all artful order fprings. 

This rear'd the world, this is the rife of things. 36Q 
Now give us leave to afk, great Stagyrite ! 

How the firft God th' inferior does excite. 

M CM 
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Of his own fubftance docs ha pms cenvcy^ 

Whofe motive force the UiKkr-Gods obey ? 

If fo, he may be chang'd^ he vtay decay. 3^5 J 

But if by fleadfad gazing they «re mov'd^ 

And admiration of the objed }oirM ; 

If thofe below th«ir fsotivc force acquiie 

From the ftrong impulllB of divide 4e&re f 

Tell us, what good your God Swpre^ie can fnuiiy 370 

Which thofe beaeathy to (pakip tlMin hapfy^ wm^ 

If admiradon of the God Smpi^Dflncy 

And heavenly raptores, fliould tUeir bicadi iatenCp 

Is that of motion a reliefs cauiie. 

Of motion conftant to eternal laws } .375 

]VCgliitnot<cachiecaQd GodioaAiveiie -.• % 

On his blue fpbere, and fix hh i^Vfifk'd eye 

On the Supreme Uomoveable, and ae'er 

Be forc'd to roll around his foUd fphere ? 

Say, how could wonder drive d»em from dfsix pl^? « 

How in a circle make tji^em run their- race ? - . I 

How keep them fteady in one certain pace ? - J 

* He 4his a fundamental mazi«a lays. 

That Nature wifely a£ts in all her ways ; 

That fhe purfues the things wbicb moft coaduee 3I5 

To order, beauty, decency, and ufe. 

Who can to reafon this affront endure ? 

Should it derifion caufe, or anger movCf 

To hear a deep pluWopher afTert 

That Nature, not endued with ikill or axt^ 3^0 

Qf liberty of choice, pf reafo^i vodd. 

Still wifely a£is, whcrc-cver ihe's eroploy'd ? 

Cm 
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Can a£lipi^$ kp if^qmvmpd wi/i?, 

Wfcich from a bru^ nf<iei5t{ri4Jkifc» 

Which the blinUngcnt nQ^« ^kl iatpnd, g^S 

The mcanp uacbQ9sA» anjd \;ofcj^V9 the end ? 

On this be laid the ftrqfs of ihifii debate j 
What wifely a{l« can never aft Vy faxe. 
Thr veans aid end muft firft V^ i^ndccdood ; 
T'hc means, a? p^Qper^ and tftc.enfl,. as gQQ^i, 4tf 
Tl>c a6l muft be e;cerred with intense 
By ufing wi^ans to gain t}i^ wrih'd event. 
But can a fenijekis an<jl uncontciiou^ C9)LU(e» 
% foreign impuUie loovM^ j|»d fa^^l laws» 
This thing as good^ and tln^t %s. fo» X^^^f^* 40? 

Dcfign the.e«d» end then ^ w^bs^ el^ ? 
Nature, yon. gram;* can «o eycfit intend. 
Yet that ih^ aiSts with pirudei^ ypu. prejDqiK] * 
$9 Nature \w£&2y «6i», ypc a{^:$ wit^iait an end h 

Yet while thi^ Prince of fciej^q do^ 4eclare 410 
TIm^ ifieeAJl ox eods were n^v^r ^J.aturc's care, 
That things, vfJmh i^m witb pexfe^ art contrived. 
By the reiiilcff ferpe of fajte arriv'^s 
Tl^s cautious mafter» to fecure his fame, 
And 'fcape the A.;b^iil's ignpminipu^ name» 415 

Did to his Godf of all degrees allow 
Counfely de%Dy a^ power to chufe and know. 
Yet, iince he *% pHas'd fo plunly to aiTen, 
Hl{ Gods no a6b of reafoning power exert* 
No mark of choice, or s^bhrary vifill, 420 

Employed no prudence, and ejLprefs'd no fluU, . 
JjC^ Vl^y^ng or dire£ting Nature's frame. 
Which from his fate inevitable came j 

M a Tbde 
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Thefe Gods mufl:, as to us, be brute and bUnd, 

And as unufeful, as* if void of mind i ' ^%t 

A^ng without intent, or care, or aim, 

Can they bur prayer regard, or praifet claim ? 

Of all the irreligious in debate, 

Tliis fhameful error is the common fate > 

That though diey cannot but cliflinAly fee 430 

In Nature's works, and whole oeconomy, 

Delign and judgement in a high degree 1 

This judgement, this deiign, thcv ne'er allow 

Do from a caufc endued with reafon flow. 

The art they grant, th* anificer rejeA, ... 43 j 

The (hru£lure own, and not the archite£^ ; 

That unwife Nature all things wifely makes, 

And prudent meafures without prudence takes. 

Grant that their admiration and their love 
Of the firft God may all th' inferior move 5 440 

Grant too, though no ne«effity appears, 
That, with their rapture mov*d, they move their fpheres; 
Thcie qucftions let the Stagyrite rcfolve. 
Why they at all, why in this way, revolve } 
Declare by what necelTity control'd, 4^3 

In one detcrmin*d manner tliey are roll'd } 
Why is their fwift rotation weft and eaft. 
Rather than north and fouth, or eaft and weft? 
Why do not all th' interior fpheres obey 
The highcft fphere's inevitable fway ? 4k« 

Tell us, if all cclcftial motions rife 
From revolutions of the ftarry Ikies, 

Whence 
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Whence of tl^iOjrbs the various, motions come? 

Why fome the general to^d purfue ? and fonic 

In tex!^r ftray^ and difobediejot roam ? . 4S 5 ' 

If yours the fourcc of motion is, declare, 

Why this is fix*d, and that a, wandering ftar ? 

Tell by what fate:, by whai; rdiftlefs force, 

Thi^ orb has one, .and that anotlrer courfe } 

How does the learned Greek the caufe unfold 460 
With egu^l.fwiftncfs.why the fun is roU!d (. 

Still eaft and wqft, to mar|c^l;he night and day ? . ^ ,. . 
To form the year why thrpugh th' ecliptic way ? 
What magic, .whatncceffityj confines 
The folar orb between the tropic lines ? 465^ 

What charms in thofe enchanted, circles dwell, 
That with controling power the fqn repel ? 
The Stagy rite to this no anfwer makes 5 
Of the vaft globe fo little thought he takes, 
That he to folve thefe ([ueflions never ftrives, - 47^: 
No caufe or of its place or motion gives. 

But farther yet, applauded Greek, fuppofe 
Celeftial motions from your fpring arofe j 
That motion down to all the worlds below 
From the firft fphere may propagated flow r 475 

Since you of things to Ihow th' efficient fource 
Have always to neceflity recourfe ; 
From what neceflity do fphercs proceed 
With fuch a meafur'd, fuch 2 certain fpeed ? 
We fain would this myfterious caufe explore, 4$^ 

Why motion was not either liefs or more. 
But in this juft proportion and degree, 
As fuits with Nature's juft oeconomy, 

M 3 This 
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Tfiis is a csrnfe, a ri^ cfnt too, we gkhty ' 

Biit 'tis the final, we th' efficxectt want) 4^5 

With greater fwiftncfs if the fjAcres ■#*& tl^hfetl!^ 

The motion given to this infeiior ^M 

Too violent hid been for Nattite's ufe. 

Of too great force initM bodfes to pirocNzee t 

The Elements, Air, Water^ Earth, and fhre, 1|i$o 

Which now tb ihkke cotofibunded tfib^s ebiA)pitt, 

By their rude fhocks could never have coihbift'dy 

Or liad been difengag'd as fbon as join'd : 

But then had motion in a IHs degree 

Been given, than that which We in Natutt fdc i 495 

Of greater vigour fhe hiad iflood in heed. 

To mix and blend the elemental fced| 

To temper, work, incorporate, and fetnd 

Thofe principles, that, thence of cveiy kihiS 

The various xiompound beihgs Okight arife, 500 

Which fill the earth and fca, and ftorc the Ikle^. 

Say, what neceflity, what fatal laws, 

Did in fuch due proportion motion caufe. 

Nor more or lefs, but jufV fo much as tends 

To frame the world, and ferve all Nature's thdt '? 505 

Alk why the higheft of the rolling fpheres, 
Deck'd to profufion with refulgent ftars. 
And all with bright excrefcences emboft, 
Has the whole beauty of the heavens engroft j 
"When of the others, to difpel tlie night,. 510 

feach owns a fingle folitary light; 
Only one plaritt in a fphere is found. 
Marching in air^his melancholy rotind r 
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That 41m JTubfimeft and the nohkA fpheVe 515 

Should be with BbMcfr decora»iM bkft> 

And in mzgrn^ctttct ovdiiiDie the reft 1 

That fo its ^ater ornament and ftate 

Should bear proportion with its greater height* 

It feems then Nature does Aot only find <to 

Means to be good, beneficent, and kind. 

But has for beauty and for order car'd. 

Does ranky and ftate, and decencj^i regard. 

Now, Aould he not oonfidcring men forgire. 
If, fway'd by tUs alTertion, they belictre, 515 

That Nature, whi<^ does decency refpe£^y 
Is fomedungy which can rcafon, chufe, refleft ? 
Or that fome mfe Dire^or muft prefide 
0*er Nature's works, and all her motions guide ? 
You hert ihould that neceifity declare, 530 

Why all the flars adorn tbe high^ft fpherei 
6ay, how is this th' ef^ddt of fatal laWs, 
Without reflecting on a final caufe ? 
One fphere has all the ftars ; we aik you, why } 
When you to beauty and to order fly, 535 

You plain affert the truth which you deny; 
That is, that Nature has wife ends in view, 
With forefigfat woiks, and does defighs purfue. 

Thus all the mighty wits, that have eflay'd 
To explicate the means how things are made ^40 

By Nature's power, without the Hand Divine, 
The final caufea of efitds aflign. 
They fay, that this or that it fo or fo, 
Th«t fuch events in fuch fuccellion flow s 

M 4 Becaufe 
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Becaufe coi^venience, decency, and ufe, 54J 

Require, that Nature things ihould thus produce. 

They in their demonftrations always vaunt 

Efficient caufes, which they always want. 

But thus they yield the queflion in debate, 

And grant the impotence of Chance and Fate :. 550 

For, till they Ihow by what neceflity 

Things have the difpofition which we fee. 

Whether it be denv'd from Fate or Chance, 

Not the lead flep in fcience they advance. 

Grant Nature fumifli'd, at her vad expence^ 555 
One room of ftate with fuch magnificence. 
That it might (bine above the others bright, - 
Ac1orn*d with numerous bumilh'd balls of ligbt 1 
Docs (he on one by decent rules difpenfe 
Of conllellations fuch a wealth immenfe, j6« 

While the next fphere in amplitude and height 
Rolls on with one erratic, lonely light ? 
But be it fo, the qucftion *s ftill the fame. 
Tell us, from what neceflity it came ? 

Let us the great philofopher attend^ 565 

Wlule to the worlds below his tlM)Ughts defcend. 
His elements, earth, water, air, and fire. 
He fays, to make all compound things confpirc; 
He in tl>e midft leaves the dull earth at reft. 
In the foft bofom of the air carcft ; ^70 

The red-wing'd fire muft to the moon arife. 
Hover in air, and lick contiguous fkies; 
No charms, no force, can make the fire defcend. 
Nor can the earth to fears fuperior tend. 

Both 
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Both unmolcfted peace for ever own, '575 

This in the middle, that beneath the moon t 

Water and air not fo; for they, by fate 

Aflign'd to conftaot duty, always waits 

Ready by turns to rife or to defcend. 

Nature againft a vacant to defend ; 5 8« 

For fhould a void her monarchy invade, 

Should in her works the fmalleft breach be made. 

That breach the mighty fabrick would diifolve, 

And in immediate ruin all involve. 

A confequcnce fo difmal to prevent, 585 

Water and air are dill (as faid) intent 

To mount or fall, this way or that. to fly. 

Seek fubterranean vaults, ot climb the iky } 1 

While thcfe with fo much duty are opprefl, 

-The earth and fire are privileged with reft. ^^H 

Thefe elements, 'tis clear, have not difcern'd 

The interell of the whole, nor are. concern'd 

Left they, when once an interpofing void . 

Has Nature's frame o'ertum*d, ihould be deftroy'd. 

Tell, why thefe (imple elements are four ? 59^ 

Why juft fo many ! why not lefs or more ? 
Does this from pure neceftity proceed ? 
Or fay, does Nature juft that number need? 
If this, you mock us, and decline the talk, 
You give the final caufb, when we th' efficient afk. 600 
If that, how often (hall we call in vain. 
That you would this neceflity explain ? 

But here forgive me, famous Stagjrrite^ 
If I efteem it idle to recite 

The 
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Tiie reafons (fo yon call cbem) yifhadti yov givty 6»5 

To make us dhb necetiky beiirre; 

Reafons fo trifling, fo abf«tdy an^-^iir^ 

That thofe (hould bloA, Who nelie «,.gr8ve TcfUy. 

Your elements ^^ graM : But how deokrey % 

fibw you to form com|K>iMi6ed thinns prepare, 6id f 
And mix your fiib iimI ivttter^ «anh and tir ? -^ 

The fyrilt lotatite of the fphd-ea abofve^ 
You fay, niuft-kli iaferior bodiei more s 
The elements in fublaniiTy fpi€e 
Ate by this impulfe forc^ to l^avc thcit place t $ i ^ 
By various agitatknis they oombiAe 
In different fontfs^ by difftttPX mittufea job i 
Blended and juftly tettipet^d^ tliey eompowid 
All things in a}l di' inferior rtagkitLs foutkd t 
Thus beings from Hi' ilKor(>orMed kfur^ 6^ 

Refult, by uwdefigniii]g Ni*urt*$ pov^n 
Hence metak^ pkmtSy and minerals mtt. 
The clouds, aild all the mtteeors of tbe lkk« t 
Henct all tint ckns that haum ^c isia d^r v9oad. 
That beat the air, «: cut die limpid flood I €25 

£v*n man, their Lord, hbikce into bbkig ^amte, 
Breath*d the pure aiV) tiftd fek the Vital fliMit I 
-Say, is not thi^ t Aobll: fth^t(ffe> a pfetc 
Worthy the ftwgytiWj, h*Kl ttrbrthy Greece? 
' But aoMr, a(eute phil6fophet, tl^ek^ 650 

How this rotatioh of the Iwfiivetily fphetse 
Can mingle fire and water, tatth atid ak? 
The fire that dwells bencaitih tfite lunar ball. 
To meet afcending canh| mult d^^wmivsii^ ML 
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Now turn yo*r f pfcwct co«tigtf<rti% to the f re, ^5 
Will from its feat rkax titontm tttnrt ? ' 

The fphere cboM never drive m nelghbKrar di)Wft, 
But give a ch«)mg motiofi^ like ks dvbhk 
Sb ^\^t Utit <tr iitt|>i«flion fvoifi aboV^, 
It In a whirl vertiginous ifould ihrnth if/^ 

And thus the rbllihg fpheres'ckh i^'ei: ^plabe 
The fire or Hk^ n» toi^ a tni»|;led Mfs s 
The elcmeiits diftinft might fceetJ Acit feat. 
Elude tlie ruffle, and your ftbeine ^feat 

But fiAte th* alpplauded author Will demahfl 64$ 
For complex iiodies no dire£lor'i hafhd; 
Since art without an aitift he maiBtaids, 
A building *eart without a buiWfci*8 paiiii j 
He comes ki ten^ to Epkurus' fch^ttie^ 
Pleas'd by his tnMlel ebtn^und w«ta-k$ to fttOit. %tf$ 
One all his variO«ft atbtniB doe» 'tfnkb 
To fonA rtiixt things ; the fttto^s Stfcgjirite, 
By his invented elements coml»fi«d^ 
Compofes heings of cadi diffeifent kind : 
But both agree, while both aKkc deny 655 

The Godsdfd e'er their tare or thought apply 
To form or ruife this trtiiverfa! ftaine, 
Which or from fate or cafuai cWicdurfc cattit, 
VTiethcr to raife the Wotid yoM *te iiiclin'd 
By this man's chance, or that nhfan^ fate, as bihd; tto 
If {till mechanic, neceiTary kws 
Of moving matter touft all beings caufe ; 
If artful Tvotks from a brute caufe nefult, •% 

From fpriwgi utiknown, and qualtlifes octnlt ; ? 

With fchcmcs alike aMurd otff ttafon yon infult. ^ 

Andl 
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4.nd noWy to finiih tkisi^fs pleaf^At uik» '* 
Of our renown'd phUofophw we. aflcj,- .. -if:,. 
How was the eaith d^ceRub'd to itsb place ? . : . . 
Why did it firft the middle poipt eipbrace.? s 
What blandilhmentsj what flrong attra^iyiB power, 670- 
y^lyit happy arts adgptfd fp allure, . , ' .; 
Were by diat fingW point of all the void. 
To captivate and charin the mafs ^mplpy'd? ., 
Or what machine^, what grapples, did it caft. . 
On earth, to fix it tc^ tfoe centre faft ? . , ,. ^t^ 

But^if the canh, by ilrong enchaminent cjCi^ghtj, 
This point of all the vacant fondly foi^ght, ^ f^ 
Since it is unintelli^^enc ai^d blind, .-...;/ 
Could it the w^, the nqarcjfl:. could it fintj ? 
When at that j^int, arpv'd, how did jtknow 680 

It \yas amvM, and:Q^oul().no farther go ? 
When in a globous form colle£Ud thexei 
What wondrous cement ma^e the parts cohere ? 
Why did the orb fufpendcd there remain 
Fix*d and unmoy*d f ,what does its weight fuflain ? 685 
Tell what its fall prevents ; can liquid air 
The ponderous pile on its weak columns bear ? 
The earth muft, in its gravity's dcfpight, 
Uphold itfelf ; our caielefs Stagyrire 
For its fupport has no provifion made, 690 

^o pillar rear'd; and, no foundation laid : 
When by occult and unknown gravity "J 

*Tis to its ftation brought, it there muft lie f 

In undifturb'd repofe j in vain we afk him, why ? -^ 

c S«y> if the world uncaused did ne^er begin, : 
If Nature what itis has always been j 69-5 

•' Why 
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Why do no arms the poet's tong cixf ploy 

Before the Thcban war, or ficgfe of Troy ? 

And why no elder hiftories relate * • 

The rife of empires, and the turns of flate f 70^ 

If generations ittfinite are gone, - 
Tell, why fo late were arts and letters known } 
Their rife and progrefs is of irccent date, 
And ftill we mourn their young imperfca fltte. 
If unconfin'd duration we regard, i^oj 

And time be with eternity compared. 
But yefterday the fages of the Eiaft 
Firft fome crude 'knowledge of the ftars exprefl:* 
In facred emblems Egypt's fons conceai'd 
Their royftic learning, rather than reTeaPd. 710 

Greece after this*, for fubtle wit renown'd, 
The fciences and arts improved or found ; 
Firft, caufes fearch*d, and Nature's fecret ways f ' 

Firft tatight the bards to fing immortal lays ; 
The charms' of mufick and of painting rais'd, • 71^ 
And was for building firft, and'firft for fculpturcprais'd. 

Man in mechanic arts did late excel^ 
That fuccour life, and noxous power repel ; 
Which yield fupplics' for fleceiraryufe. 
Or which to pleafure or to pomp coriduce. 72© 

How late was found the loadftbne*s magic force, 
That feeks the north, and guides the failor's courfe I 
How newly did the printer's curious ikill 
Th* enlighten'd world with Ictter'd volumes fill ! 
But late the kindled powder did explode ^^ 

The maffy ball, and the brafs tube unload $ 

The 
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The tube, to wbpfe 19^4 4^iKi(ir M^m ^^Sf^ 
The laurel h^VJUJi? ih^ 9iptn bw hwWfi 
Which awful, during eigbic rwiowft'd c^figy^gni, 
f r«n Bclgia's W%t tfl4 QftllaVs frowsier ptaiASt 73« 
Did through th' admiring re<Jm.$ arovpd pr«f}4Ji;m 
MarlboK>ugU'% fN^i^E: cqi^u^ft^, aod. gt^ Api^'« nafjitf ^ 

By this the lp9^r oi ^ Ario(h powm 
Shook Mcvby l.«Uf ,. a^4 high Qan(U'« tio^i^s ; 
fiext his wide engines Uver4 Townay'f pade^ ^\\ 
Whofe lofty walls ^v^mAag few d«f3f*4; 
Though nitrous tempuft^, ^fid ^UmMU^ df i^th, 
Fiird tl)^ ^ficp cjv»;f wd i^iWMiJrQiM vip4^ V^iUH^Iv 
Which, form»^ ^itj> sj^t, ^ wjT^Ught .^y^iji, ^(^ W^f 
Si^n through the {^i^l;^ C3^f^^^ ^ 

See, the intrepid Vlif^Qi^ #«e^ bjp W?y;t 
And to the cavcffWR Jft?,i% vi{^ |^ df^ t , 
Quells fub^raivevjL foes, s^d.iij^s cmwu'4 
With fpoils, fr^qi vfimM hboyji; under gro^iivd^ 
Mon&y to rowai^d Slarigoia's gloiioua ^el^, 74$ 

T« MwUwrwgh's t;errggfs ^ (^n,l?nu£&vc yiql^ 
The hero next aflVird proud Pqway's head | 
And fpite of conCbent inundatipns ^read 
Around, in fpite of works fof (i^re defenoe 
{lais'd with cQofiMixmaK an, aAd Qpft uninqi&> 75t 
With uQc^fv^npiM .valour did iucceed : 
<riU«rs, ihy hpft bpheld tfe hardy deqd 1) 
Aria, Venantia> l^ethuoCif and ^ouchafnt 
Of his iQAg triupiph^ cloie th' iUi^fbiipm traiQ. 
While thus his rh,up4er did his vnrath d^cUcef 7SS 

And artful liglm^gsi .4^'d ^^QPg th^ air, 
: - z Somona's 
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Somona's cafUes with th* impetuous roar 

Aftoniih'd tremble, but their warriors more | 

Lutetia'8 lofty towers with terror ftruck 

CaughlC the c^tag;ipn» 4Dd at fi(kzr\fi^ fhopjc* 769 

Tell, Gallic chiefs, for you have often heard 

His dreadful cannon, and his fire rever'd. 

Tell, how you rag*d, when your pale cohorts run 

From Marlbocough's fword, the battltJcarce begun. 

Tell, Scaldis ! Legia, tell ! how to their head 565 

Your frighted Waves m r^fljoeot ern>rs fled. 

While Marlborough*s cannon thus prevails by land^ 
BritatB^ fet-chitfs, by Anna^ high comn>an<(, 
B^efiftijefs Q'w ;h^ ThJlfc^n feiJIlpws ri4e, 
And flpnk^ f«hflJowing ««k^s oq cither Mti 770 

Their fulfiuur tempefts vuig from iiorc to Qkon, 
}fow make tjhe Ligur ftart» and t)ow the Mopir, 
Hark how ijh^ (bui^d diftw:b$ impcriojis V.<m^ 
S^^rif4ifhfir proud bilk, 1^ rolls fyqv^ doifie tp i^oiAe! 
Her mitM ptiooes h^af the itchoing noiiiE, 775 

Aad, Albion, 4cfa4 thy wrath, and awful Twee. 
Aided by thee, tjbe Auftria^i eagles rife 
$yiblij|Xfi^ Ap4 inuiiv>h 311 Iheiiai» il^es. 
W)^ pMV: fiB«r, wb«t angiiUw whift difti^, 
*What con(ler«atioii, Galik's fens expfcft, ^St 

While, trembHnji; 0^ the cpaft, i^ey from ^aht 
View the wing'd tenors, and the floadng war I 
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BOOK VI. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

'The fabttlous account of the firfl rife of mankind 
given by the ancient poets. The opinions of many 
of the Greek philofophers concerning that point riot 

'• lefs ridi(!ulous. The aflertion of £picarQs a|id his 
followers, that our firft parents were the fpontanepus 
produ£tion of the earth, mod abfurd and incredi- 
dIc. The true origin of roan enquired into. He is 
proved to be at firft created by an intelligent, arbi- 
trary caufe ; from the characters and impreffions of 

; contrivance, art, and wifdom, which appear in his 
forpaation. The wonderful progrcfs of it. . The 
figure, (ituation, and connexion, of the bones. The 
fyftcm of the veins, and that of the arteries. The 
manner of the circulation of the blood defcribed. 
Nutrition how performed. The fyftem of the nerves. 

(. Of the animal (ipihts, how made, and how enl- 
ployed in mufcular motion and fenfation. A wife 
intelligent caufe bferred from thefe appearances. 
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npHE pagan world, to Canaan's realms unknown^ 
''^ Where knowledge reign 'd, and light celeftial fboocy 
Loft by degrees their parent Adan:i*s nannc. 
Forgot their (lock, and wondered whence they .came : 
Unguided, in the dark they flrove to 6nd, 5 

With fruitlefs toil, the fource of human kind. 

The heathen bards, wlio idle fables dreft, 
Illuiive dreams in myftic verfe exprefs*d» 
And, foes to natural fcience and divine, 
Ld .beauteous phrafe made impious notions fhine, lo 
In drains fublime their dififerent fi£bions fung» 
Whence the firft parents of our fpecies fprung, 

Prometheus (fo fome elder poets fay) 
Temper'd and form*d a pafte of purer clay, 
To which, well mingled with the rivers dream, 15 
His artful hand gave human ihape and frame } 
Then, with warm life his figures to infpiie. 
The bold projeftor dole ccleftial fire. 
. While others tell u& how the human brood 
Ow'd their produftion to the fruitful wood ; !• 

How from the laurel and the afh they fprung. 
And infant^ on the oak'> like acorns hung : 
The crude conceptions pred the bending trees, 
Till cheriih'd by the fUn-beams, by degrees, 
Kipe children dropped on all the foil around,' 25 

Peopled the woods, and overfpread the ground. 
Great Jupiter (fo fome were pleas'd to fing) 
Of fabled gods the father and the king, 

= * N The 



d by Google 



17* BL AG«:WO.RE'S. POEMS. 

The moving prayer of iEacus did grant, 

And into men and women turn'd the ant. jo 

Some tell, Deucalion and his Pyrrha threw 
Obdurate ftones, which o'er their (houlders flew, 
Then Ihifting (hapc received a vital flame. 
And man and women (wondrous change!) becamo» 
And thus the hard and iluhl>«)m race of maa 35 

From animated rock and flint began. 

Now to the learned fchools of Greece repair^ 
Who Chance the author of the world declare : 
Then judge if wife philofophers excel 

Thofe idle rales, which wanton poets tell. 4^ 

They fay, at ftrft to living thint^s the earth 
At her formation gave fpontaneous birth; 
When youthful heat was through the glebe diffusVl, - 
Mankind, a-s well as infers, fhe produced j 
Tiiat genial wombs by parent Chance were form'd 45. 
Adapted to the foil, which, after warm*d 
And cherifh'd by the fun's enlivening beam. 
With human offsprings did in embryo teem ; 
Thefe noutidi'd there a while imprifon'd lay. 
Then broke their yielding bands, and forc'd their way; 
The field a crop of realbning creatures crown'd. 
And crying infants grovelM on the ground) 
A milky Oiorc was by the mother earth 
PourM from jier bofom, to fuftain the birth; 
In ftrengrh J^nd bulk increas'd, the earth-bom race 55 
Could move, and walk, and ready change their plao^ 
O'er every hill and verdant pafluie ftniy, 
Skip o'er the lawns, m^d by the riven play^ 

Could 
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Could cat the ttndcr plant, and by degrees 
Broufe on the flmibs, and crop the budding trees, j . 6«? 
The firagraftt fruit from behding branches fliake. 
And \^ith rhe cryftal (Ircam their tllirftat plcafure flake. 

The «art:h fey the'fe applauded fchools, 'tis faid, 
This iingfe crop of men and women bred ; 
Who grown adult ((b Chance it feettis crijoin'd) i% 
Pid male antl female propagate their kind. 

This wife account Lucrctran fages give, 
Whence our firft parents their defccnt derive. 

Severely on this fubjcQ: to difpute, 
And tales (a wild, fo fcnfelefs, to confute, 7*' 

Were wifH inglorious labour to difgracc 
The fchoois, and reafon's dignity debafc. 
But (incc, with' this of man's original, 
The parts remaining of their fcheme muft fall 
(Yet farther to purfue the prefent theme), 75 

Behold how vain philofophers may dream. 

Grant, Epicurus, that by cafual birth 
Men iprung fpontaneous from the fruitful earth. 
VVlien on the glebe the naked infants I^y, 
Hpw vcre the helplcfs creatures fed ? You fay, Bo 

The teeming foil did from its brcafts exude 
A (ok and milky liquor (6r their food. 
I will not aik what this apt humour made, 
Nor bv what wondrous channels 'twas convjey'd ; 
For, if wc fuch cnciUirics make, we know -B5 

Y(Hir ihort reply, It ha{)pen'd to be fo : 
Without aflTigning once a proper caufe. 
Or foiving queftioris by mechanic laWs, 

N I To 
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To every doubt your anfwcr is the feme. 

It fo fell out, and fo by phancc it came. 90 

How thall the iiew-;U>rn race their food coiDmaad, 
Who cannot -change il^eir (ii?ce» or move a hfind } 
Crant that tl>c glebe bcn<?ath will n&vcr dj^jnk, 
Nor through its pores let the foft humour (ink 1 
Will not the fun with his exhaling ray 95 

. Defraud the babe, and draw his food away ? 

Since for fo Ipng a fpace the human hmh 
Mufl lie exposed and naked on the earth ; . 
Say, could the tender creature, in defpight 
Of heat by day, and chilling devvs by night* 100 

In fpite of thunder^ winds, and hail, and rain. 
And all inclement air, its life maintain } 

In vain, you fay, in earth's primaeval ftate. 
Soft was the air, and mild the cold and heat ; 
For did not then the night fuccecd the day ? 105 

The fun as now roll through its annual way ? 
Th' effc^s then on the air muft be the fame. 
The froAs of winter^ and the fummer's flame. 

In the firll age, you fay, the pregnant ground 
With human kind in embryo did abound, 
And pourM her offspring on the foil around. 
But tell us, Epicurus, why the field 
Did never (ince one human harveft yield ? 
And why we never fee one ripening birth 
Heave in the glebe, and ftruggle through the earth ' 

You fay, that, when the earth was frefli and young. 
While her prolific energy was ftrong, 
A race of men ihe in her bofom ^red, 
Asd all the fields with infant people fpread : 

But 
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But that iirft birth her ftrength did Co exhauft, lio 
The genial mother fo much vigour loft» 
That, wailed now b^ age, in vain we hope 
She ibould again bring forth a human crop. 

Mean time, ihe's not with labour fo much wom^ 
But fhe can dill the hills with woods adorn. 125 

See, from her fertile bofom how fhe pours 
Verdant conceptions, and, refipeih'd with Ihowers, 
Covers the field with com, and paints the mead with 
See, her tall fons, the cedar, oak, and pine, [fiowers. 
The fragrant myrtle', and the juicy vine, 130 

Their parent's undecaying ftrength declare. 
Which with frclh labour, and unwearied care. 
Supplies new plants, her loifes to repair. 
Then, (ince the earth retains her fruitful power 
To procreate plants, the foreft to rcflore ; 135 

Say, why to nobler animals alone 
Should fhe be feeble, and unfruitful grown ? 
After one birth fhe ceased not to be young, 
The glebe was fucculent, the mould was ftrong. 
Could fhe at once fade in her perfe6t bloom, 140 

Wafte all her fpirits, and her wealth confuine ? 

Grant that her vigour might in part decreafc. 
From like produftions muft fhe ever ceafe? 
To form a race fhe might have ftill inclin'd, 
Though of a monftrous, or a dwarfifh, kind. 145 

Why did (he never, by one crude ellay, 
Imperfc6^ lines and rudiments difplay ? 
In fome fucceeding ages had been found 
A leg or arm unfinifh'd in the ground; 

N 3 And 
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Ajfd fomcfifncj.ia ^elf^IdH^ight {►l*i|ghiti|!?{wwi>' M$^ 
Turn up foft boaesf, 9f^ ^^ m>fliihiOl>'4:^«ias* 

But grant t)^ eajctb Wts iU^iih afh^t pownr. 
And fpent at once her Wholfe |NX)li£c Acre i > 
Wquy »c^ A> long r jseft oeiv vigDut ^c, 
Ai^d all her j6rft fertility r^ive ? 1.5 5 

Learn, Epicuruft* of th' exp«rkiic'd fwjttn, 
^heofr^uent Hvounds bam worBth' impovjeri&^d plain: 
Let hiei a whils the furrow not moleil* 
Pvtf Umvc tl>e glebe to heavpniy bt^ws and raft ; 
Jf ihen he till and fow the harrow'd field j iS* 

Will not the foil a plenteotts harveft yield? 

The {\m, by you, LucKtiu$, is all^n'd 
Tiie other parent of all human kind% 
But does he ever ]angui(h or decay ? 
Dof s he not equal inBueiK^ difplay, 
And pierce the plains with th« fame a£^ivQ niy ^ 
If then the gkbe, warm'd with the folar fkme, 
Men once produced, it ilill ihould do the fain& 

You fay, the fun*s prolific beams can form 
Th* induftrious ant, the gaudy fly, and worm $ 170 
Can make each plant, and tree, the gardeaifr's care» 
Befide their leaves, their proper infers bear : 
Tlicn might the Heav*:B8, in fome pecttlisHf fia|«l. 
Or lucky afpeft, bcafts ai%<l men create. 
But late enquirers hy their glatles find, 1 75 

That every infed of each ditFcvent kitul. 
In its own egg, cheerd hy the folar rays, 
Organs involv'd and latent life difplays : 
This truth, difcover'cj by fagacious art, 
Poes all Lucretian airogar^cc (ul)vert. i8a 

Proud 
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Proud wits, your frenzy o^h, andj overcome 
By reafon's force, te nov^ fir ever dumb. 

If, learned Eptcunifi, wc allow 
Our race co4:arth prhni^val heing owc> 
Kdw did ihe male and female feces frame ? 185 

Say, if frond' fortune this difhn^on came ? 
Or did the cohfciout f>aretit then forefce 
By one coftcefddn (he fbouid barren be, 
And therefore, wifely prroiTnlent, defign'd 
P^li6e pairs to propagate the kind ; 1^ 

That, thus prefcrvM, the godlike race of mj^n 
Might nbt expire ere yet it icarcc began } 

Since, by thcfe various arguments, 'tis clear 
The teemifig mould did not our parents bear } 
By oMyre fevere inquiries let us trace 195 

The origin and fource of hAitnan race. 

1 think, I move, 1 therefore know I ani ; -j 

While I have been, I ftill have been the fanie> I 

Since, from an infant, I a man became. j 

But tMugh I am, few circling years arc gone, too 

Since I in Nature's roll was quite unknown. 
Then, fvtict 'tis plain I have not always i)een, 
I alk, from whence my being could begin ? 
I did not to myfclf exiftcncc give, 
Kor from myfelf the ftxret power receive, *®5 S 

By which I reafon, and by which I live. J 

I did not build this framc^, nor do I know 
The hidden fprings from whence my motions flow* 

If I had form'd myfelf, I had dtfignd 
A ftronger body, and a wifcr mind, 2 to 

N 4 From 
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From fonow free, nor liaUe.j(o.pim ; ^ -.-. 

My pailions ikould obey» «nd naloQ nigB. 

Nor could my being from my prntnttkBoWp 

Who neither did the piftt oc iteuAMre h»ow, 

.Did not my mind or body underlbttd^vi > 215 

My fex determtncy ^or my fliape command ; 

Had they deiignM and rais'd the caiiDa»r£rame» 

Infpir'd my branching veintnvith^iCAl' flame, 

Fafliion'd the heart, and hollow ehannek ootade^ 

Through which the ciroling flretiBS of life are p^y'd ; 

Had they the organs of my fenfes wnnight^ 

And form'd the wondrous principle of thought; 

Their artful work diey muft have better known. 

Explain 'd its fptings, and its contrivance ihown. 

If they could make, they might preferve.me too, 115 
Prevent my fears, or diffipate my woe- 
When long in iicknefs languiihing I lay. 
They with compailion touch'd did mourn* and pray j . 
To footh my pain, and mitigate my grief. 
They faid kind things, yet brought roe no relief. 230 
But whatfoever caufe sny being gave, . 
The Power that made me can its creature fave. 

If to myfelf I did not being give, ^ 
Nor from immediate parents did receive; 
It could not from my predeceHTors flow, 235 

Tbey, than my parents, could not more beflow. 
Should we the long depending fcale afcend 
Of Tons and fathers, will it never end ? 
Jf 'twill, then mufl we through the order run 
To. fome one man, whofe being ne'er begun : %^ 

If 
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If that one man was fempiiernal, why 
Did he, fince indepeadent, ever die ? • 
If from himfetf bis own exiilence came^ 
The caufe^ that conitt'deiboy his being, name. 
. • To feek my Maker, thus in Tain I trace 145 

The whole fucceffire chain of human race. 
BewilderM I my Author cannot find. 
Till fome Firft Cmafe,' fome Self-exiilent Mind, 
Who form'dy andtrulesall Nature, is aflign*d. 

When firftthe womb did the crude embryo hold. 
What ihap'd the pavts ^ what did the limbs unfold ? ■ 
0*cr the whole work in fecret did prefide. 
Give quickening vigour, and each motion guide ? 
What kindled in the dai k the vital flame. 
And, ere the heart was form'd, puih'd on the reddening 
Then for the heart the apteft fibres flrung > [flream? 
And in the bread th' impuKive engine hung } 
$ay^ what the various bones fo wifely wrought } 
How was their frame to fuch perfc&ion brought ? 
What did their figures for their ufes fit, ' a6o 

Their number fix, and joints adapted knit ; 
And made them all in that ju(l order ftand. 
Which motion, flrength, and ornament, demand ? 
What for the iinews fpun fo flrong a thread, 
The curious loom to weave the mufcles fpread? 265 
Did the nice firings of tended membranes drill, ^ 

And perforate the nerve with fo much Ikill, I 

Then with the a£kive flream the dark reccfTes £11 ? J 
The purple mazes of the veins difplay'd. 
And all th' ancrial pipes in order laid, 270 

What 
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What gave the bcniaduig current to tke bipod^ 
And to and fro convcyM the reiUeit flood i 

The living fafarick now ia pieces takt^ 
Of every put due obicrVation make } . 
, All which fuch art difcover^ fo conduce .^ , 175 
To beauty, .vigour, aod each dedtn'd ufef 
The Athcift, if to fearch for truth kc)ia'd» 
May in himfelf his full convi6iioti fiild. 
And from his body teach his cnihg mind. . 

When the crude embryo careful Nattird breeds, a8o 
See hour fhe works, and how her work pr^teedi i 
While through tlie roafs her energy five darts^ 
To free and fwcii the complicated ports> 
Which only does unravel and untwift 
Th* invelop'd limbs, that previous tlnnre cxift. 1S5 

And as each vital fpeck, in which remaint j. 

Th' entire, but rumpled animal, toncains I 

Organs pcrplext, and clues of twining veins 1 J 

So every fcetus bears a fecret hoard, 
With (lecping, unexpanded iffue ftor'd ; 290 

Which numerous, but unquicken'd prc^eny, 
Clafp'd and inwrapM within each other lie : 
Engendering heats thefe one by one unbiiid, 
Stretch their fmail tubes, and hampered nerves unwind : 
And thus, when time fliall drain each maga!tin» 195 
Crowded with men unborn, unripe, uufeen, 
Nor yet of parrs unfolded ; no increaf^ 
Can follow, all prolifk power muft ceafo. 

Th' eladic f^^irku* which remain at n^ 
In the ftrait lodgings of the brain Cottifreft^ 500 

While 
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While by the anilnent v<fOBib*s ealiireniDglietC 

CheerM and ayimks«'d» fivil tbemfeWes dilatb; 

Then quickenai «iid cxpiinkd cwry wif 

The genial labouren all their force difjdi^ i 

iThey now begin to work the Wondrous fnune, |lo'5 

To fhape 4iift fxnty and raifc the irital flame i 

For when th' extended flbrea of thfc bnda 

Their a6live guefts no longer can refirain. 

They backward fpring, which due effoit compels / 

The labouring fpirits to fbrfake their cc41s'$ |v4 

The fpirits, thus exploded from their feat, 

Swift from the head to the next parts retreat. 

Force their admiiiion, and their paiDige beat ; 

Their tours around ih' unopened raafs they take^ 

And by a thoufand ways their inroads make» 31^ 

Till there refifted they their race infloft, 

And backward to their fource their way dice6t* 

Thus with a fteady and, alternate toil 

They iflue from, and to the head recoil j 

By which their plaftic funftion they diffeharge, fsft 

Extend their channels, and their tracks enlarge ;. 

For, by the fwift excurfions \diich diey make^ 

Scill Tallying from the brain, and leaping back. 

They pierce the nervous fibre, bore the vein, 

And flretch th' arterial channels, which contata 3^$' 

The various ftreams of life, that to and fro 

Through dark meanders undire£(ed fk>w; 

Th* inf peeled egg this gradual change betrays* 

To which the brooding hen expanding. heat conveys. 

The beating heart, demanded firft for ufc, . 33^ 
Is the firft mufcle nature does produce : 

I By 
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By this impnlfive engine's conAant aid 
The tepid floodf are every way cbnveyfdi : 
And did not Nature's care at firft provide.. . 
The a£^ive heart, to pufh the circling tide* 
All progrefs to her work would be denied. 

The falieht point, fo firft is call'd the heact, 
Shap'd and fufpended with amazing art. 
By turns dilated^ ahd by turns comprcft, 
Sxpels and entertains the purple gueft : 340 

It fends froqn out its left contra6^ed fide • - . 

Into th' arterial tube its vital pride; ^" 

Which tube, prolonged but little from its fource. 
Parts its wide trunk, and takes a double courfc. 

One channel to the head its way dite6ts, 34^ 

One to th' inferior limbs its path jnfl[e£^s : 
Both fmaller by degrees, and fmaller grow, 
And on the parts, through which they branching 
A thoufand fccret, fulnle pipes bcftowj 
From which by numerous convolutions wound, 350 
Wrapt with th' attending nerve, and twiflcd lound. 
The complicated knots and kernels rife. 
Of various figures, and of various fize. 
Th* arterial dufts, when thus involv'd, produce 
Unnumber'd glands, and of important ufe; 355 

But after, as they farther progrefs make, 
The appellation of a vein they take ,- 
For though th* arterial pipes themfelves extend 
In fmalleft branches, yet they never cn<l 5 
The fame continued circling channels run 3 Co 

Back to the heart, where firft their courlc l>egun. 

• ' • Tl:c- 
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The heart, is iai^* from its eooxxpSdvc cfivc 
Oa the left tide, ejeds the bounding wavo 1 ' . 
Exploded thus> as fplitting channels leady 
Upward it fprings, or downward is convey'd 1 365 

The crimfon jets with force elaftic thrown 
Afcend, and cUnn]) the mind*8 imperial thronci 
Arterial dreams through the foft brain dififufcy ■ 
And water all its £elds with vital dews : 
From this x>'erflowing tide the curious brain* 37« 

Does through its pores the purer fpirits (brain 1 
Which to its inmofl feats their paflage make. 
Whence their dark rife th' extended iinews take ; 
With all their mouths the nerves thefe fpirits drink. 
Which through the cells of the fine ffaramer fink ; 575 
Thefe all the channePd fibres every w^y 
For motion and fenfation Hill convey.. 
The great<;ft portion of th* arterial blood. 
By the clofe {lru6^ure of the pans withftood, 
Whofe narrow melhes ftop the groifer flood, 3S0 ^ 
By apt canals and furrows in the bram,: 
Which here difcharge tlie office of a vein, 
Invert their current, and the heart regain. 

The fhooting flreams, which through anotlier road 
The beating engine downward did explode, 335 

To all th* inferior parts defcend, and lave 
The members with their circulating wave : 
To make th' anerial treafure move as flow. 
As nature's ends demand, the channels grow 
Still more contra6ied, as they farther go : 390 J 

Befides, the glands, which o*er the body fpread 
Fine complicated clues of nervous thread, 

X Involv*d 
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Involv'd anrftwiffeff 'iiMi th' arterial drift, ' 

The rapid mWirtriaf tlw bitjod obftrtift : 

Thcfe labyrinths the dftKngcuTTenrfhy 39 j' 

Rir noble ends, which ifter wc difplay. 

Soon as the h16od hag paft the winiding ways, 
And various turtiiiigr bP'thd wbndVous maze. 
From the entan^ed knot of vcflTels freed^, ' 
It runs its vital race with gi cater fpeed ; 4C0 

Aiid from the parts and mcml)ers moft'rertiotfc 
By thefe dahals the ftrcart's are backward brOugfht, 
Which are of thinner coats and fewer fibres wrought; 
Till all thecontliient rills their current join. 
And* in the ample Ptorta rein cembinex 405 

This larger channel by a rhouftind roads 
Enters the liver, and its i>oTc unloails ; 
Which from that ftore by proper inletrf ilrains ^ 

The yellow dregs, and fends tiicm by the veins ' 

Tb the large ciftern, which the gait contains ; J 

Then to the -vein, wc Cava name, the blood 
Calls in the fcatter*d' ftrearts, and re-colle6b the flood. 

As when the'Thames advances thr6ugli the plain, 
With his frclh waters to dilute the main { 
He turns and winds amiilA the flowery meads, 41 ; 

And now conrra^U, and now his waters fpreads ; 
Here in a courft direct he forward tends. 
There to his licad his waves retorted l>ends t 
Sce» now the /portive flood in two divides 
His filvcr train, now with pniting tid«& 420 

Hd wanton clafps the intercepted foil, 
And forme- with erring 'ftreams- the reedy iftc ; 
At length coUefting althis wattiy band, 
The' ocean to augment he Icavts the land^ 
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So thjB r4<) fvt«T«i|t«. ifi t^ir forot mase 415 

In various rqup^^ i^^KHl^ 4Mrk mtapdona pa^iy > 

Till all, aflfernkW i« tjic C»1f« »«i»i. • -^ 

. Brigg to- th« ^99rt's. right fidQ thmc CKinDfoxi traia^ 
Which now coqifNr«ft with forfit qiaflic drbrcai 
The flood, tM^t throvgii th^ fMsreis pai&s.ftri.ves 1 43^^ 
The road (hat to thfi lungs this Aore. tranfmirs 
Into unnufnl^r'4 nvorow channel^ fplics ; 
The venal Wood croiwdsk through the winiliog wayi. 
And through the tubes thu broken tide c/attfreys ; 
Thofc numero\)$ Ai^wn&y their vc^ylMtMity goiu» j^^ 
Poor by cfpeiiGe, %J9^ f^np with.UlittttrgiDwii, 
Are in thf li^pgq epricilVii* wliich rciofpite 
The languid liq^jiorfjand reftw:« their fire. 

The large a^tfisUl 4ttfts that rfwihw imni, :^ ' 

?y which thfi, U^ in frQm tl^ IwMt eftuvey'd* 440 1 
Through eithe;; \^ te^ t)^Hl(a|»i bno«ke» fpread. } 
Here its bright ftre^fi^ tlie b^uo^pg curfcoc parts> 
And through t^ »tfiou% pa(i(t& fvtf^Ctly darts, 
Each fubtle pip^i ea^l^ w^^ng fbanrw^, 6Hs 
With fpright^y- li^^HMfFn a*«i W*^b purple rills^ 449 
The pipe, diftingyife*^ liy;it%grUUy nues, 
To fL]^\fh life SK^i^ iWftVMTfr \i>1»f^^ 
Which the; (^ft VMW^^l^Ag.iiiDgS; Vfitk gMtk* fbrce: 
Confli^i^ embr^oe l^y tMr^, Vy.s»rAi.4HrQrco» 
Tiff* Springy avr.tjtii^: iiitfQtt»;$wrf imfl^Hl 4504. 

Through all tl)$i (^^gy pai^%^#!Uil<Utr'dL«clUr I 
And with di^^jutg l^fth^t^v^l bdlpinivefibi > 
Th* admii(;f;4.Pi|re4fiiNiCfi|ithevflftqAi. 

Behold, 
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Behold, the (Ircamt now change their, languid blue^ 

Regain theic^lory, and their flanie renews 

With fcarlet honoiurs re-adorn'^y the tide > 

Leaps on» and, bright with tnore than Tynan pride^ 

Advances to the heact, and fills the care 

Qfilhe left fide, which the firft motion ganli 4^ 

Now through the fiixio involv'd arperial ways* 

Again th' exploded jets th' impvUiva engine plays. . 

No fons of wifdom could this cunent trace. 
Or of tb* lofuc, or Italic race : ■ 
Fflpfnthecy Demoe|itu6,.ic lay^eonceal'di 465 

Though yieldin^natuxt much to thee rereal'd ; 
Though with the curious knife thou didft invade 
Her dark recedes^ and haft oft' difplay'd 
The critnfon roaseSf and the hoUow road, 
VP^hich to the heart conveys the reftueht blobd* 47^ 
It was to thee, great Stagyritey unknown. 
And thy Preceptor of divine renown. 
Learning did ne'er this fecret truth impart - 
To the Greek mailers of the healing art. 
*Twas by the Coan's piercing eye unview'd, 475 

And did attentive Galen's fearch elude. 

Thou, wondrous Harvey I whofe immortal fame. 
By thee inilrudedy grateful fchools proclaim ; 
Thou, Albion's pride, didft firft the winding way. 
And circling life's dark labyrinth difplay ; 4Z9' 

Attentive from the heart thou didft purfue 
The ftarting flood, and keep it ftill in' view; 
Till thou with rapture faw'fttfae channels bring 
The purple cucitnta back, and form the Txtil ting. 

See, 
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See, how the' human taimal is fe^\ ' 4^} 

Ho*ir nouriftmetit is brought, and ho\^conreyMj 
The mouthy wkh proper facwlties eMued» 
Firft>emeitaios,-aiMi thdAdindtHt the food; - 
Two adverfe rowy><>f t^erhlWmeal! prepare^ 
Oil Which the -giawdi fa'rtiehthff fiid^confdr i ' * 499 
N)iture has >ariois$ t&sA&r Yh^ftres -plac'd. 
By which the Wt^hl gdttetis embraced ; 
Some the ^Mig'fumiei's curkMis mouth extemi ■ *^ "' 
Through which ingeded diet^ siridi eafe defcendT ; ' 
Oiilcr conftdef ate 'pint fbf feature's trfe' -"" 41^5 

Contra£i: the fibres,^ tnd -the • twiMih prodii>Ce, ' 
Which gently polhas on thtf grateful food ■ 
To tlic wide ftofbach, 1>y lt« hollow roadt^ - ' • 

That this long rotd may UnokfHii£^ ga, L : ' 
Am k defcendsy ie botts tiM midnff through t ^ '■* '5#i' 
The large receiver for conGo6HcNi made .'n*. '.: ** 
Behold amtdil the-wamri; bdwcUlaad.r* : ir .r. ( : : "^ 
The-ipkea. to this». and ^to thcuulvcrfe fide • ": ;- ^ . 
The glowing liver's comiortsitr apply *d ; .'*••;>. ' 
BetKach, the pancreas has m-pfoper fea«t . ^^, 

To cheer its AcighbouTr and atiguienc its heat; -.v. 
More to allld it foF-its cUdin^nfe, . rai 

This ample bag is ftor*d with^ii£):ive juicCf 
Whichcaa with eafe fabdiie,"Widi cafe unbindf ^: - 
Adiditted meats of every dififcTcnt kind} 5x0 

This powerful ferment^ mingling with the partSy 
The leaven 'd maft to milky chyle converts | • 
The ftonuch's fibres this 0Doce6bed food, 
B> tiieir contradioA^ gentle iforoe, cxfikujca 

O' Which 
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Which by the mouth on the ng\it ilde defcamls 515 
Through the wide p«ft» which from that mouthrclcpeMlsi 
In its prDgrefHoa foon the Itbour'd ch^le • • , ■ 
deceives the confluent rills of bitter bke. 
Which by the liver fever'd from the bloocif 
And ftriviQg through the gall-pipe, here unload $$0 
Theit yellow f^reams, more to refine the flood 1 
The complicated glands, in vanoos ranks 
BifposM a!oogtfae neighbouring channel's iiaid(«. 
By conibinc weeping mix their watery ikorc • 
With the chyleV curreo;^ and dilutt it more | 5^5 

Th' inteftine roads, inBciUd and indin'd, 
Tn various convolutions turn and wind. 
That thefe meanders may the f rogrefs fUy, . . 
And the defcending -chyle by this^ delay I 

May through die milky Teflelt find its waje, 5|# j 
Whofe Httle mouths in the large channel'^ fide : 
Suck-in the flood, and drink the-cheorug tides. 
Thefe numerous veins (fuch is the curious ficame I) 
Receive the pure bfinuating ilxeam ; 
But no corrupt or dreggy paru adiait, 535. 

To form the blood, <x feed the limbs unfits 
Th' inteftine fpiral fibres thefe protrude. 
And from the winding tubes at length exclude. 
Obfcrve, thefe fmaU .canals confpire to make 
With all their rreafuce one capacious lake, 540 

Whofe common receptacle entertains 
Th' united ftreams of all the la^ieal veins. 
Hither the rills of water are convey'd 
In curious aqu«du£fcs by nature hi^ 

to 
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To carry all the limpid humour ftriiiv'dt ' 54s 

And from the blood dWided by the gland | . 

Which mingling currenciwith the milky 3uic« 

Makes it more apt to flow> moit fit for ufet 

Thefe liquors, which \ht wide receiter fiH, 

Qrejtar'd with labour* «nd reiin'd withikil^y 556 

Another eourfe to difiAn^pattt begin, 

Through roads that Ateteh along- thfe back withiA 1 

This ufefut-channel-, lately l^nowti, afcends, ' 

And in.the vein near the left ihoiild^r ends. 

Which there unldads itt wealth, that with the blood' 

Vow flows in one inc o fpbrated dood ; " 

Soon by the vein 'tis to Ac heart contcy'd, ' 

And is by that elaftic enj^ine'pilayM "* 

lEbto the lungs, whence; = as deftcrib'd befoft, '^ 

>^xmWard fpriiigs^ and makes die wondrouf tour. 560 

Now all the banks the brattc)iing river lavai 
With dancing dreams, ttd animated Wav^ f - * ^' 
New fHoM honours and gay youth beddw^^ • 
DifFuiing vital vigour, v^here It flows; 
Supplies frefh fpirits t6 the living firaihe, . J65 

And kindles' in the eyes a' brighter flaifti;; * 

Mufcles impair'd receive tat^ fibrOUs" thread, 
And every bone is with rich marrow fed ; 
Nature revives, checr*d witfi the wealthy tide, 
](lud life regij'd difplays its purple pride. 579 

But how the wondrous diftribution *s made. 
How to each part its proper food convey'd ; 
How fibrous ftrings for nourffllment are wrought. 
By what conveyance to the irlufclcs brougfht ; 
"* O 2 How 
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How rang'd for motion, how for beauty mix'd ; 575 

With vital cement how tW extremes are fix'd ; . . 

How the^ agree in various ways to join 

In a tranfverfe, a ftraiglw^ and crooked line 5 

Here loft in wonder we adoring fland, 

With rapture own tlie wife Dire£lor's hand, 5S0 

Who Nature made, and does her works command. 

Let us howe'er the theme as far purfuc, 
As learn'd obfervers know, or think rhey do. 

Mixt with the blood in the fame circling tide. 
The rills nutritious through the veiTels glide t 5I5 

Thofe pipes, ftill leflcning as they furtlier pafs, 
Retard the progrefs of tlie flowing mafs. 
The glands, that Nature o'er the body fpreadt, . . 
All artful knots of various hollow threads, . / 

Which lymph£du6ls, an artery, nerve, and vein^ .-^^9 
Involv'd aod clofe together wound, contain. 
Make yet tlie motion of tine ftreams more (low. 
Which through thofe mazes intricate muft flow s 
And hence it comes tl^ interrupted blood 
Diftends its channels with its fwelling flood ; 5^$ 

Thofe channels, nirgid with th' obftruf^ed tide, 
Stretch their fmall lioles, and make their meflies wide^ 
l^y Ikillful Nature pierc*d on every fide. 
Meantime, the laboured chyle pervades the pores 
In all til' arterial perforated ihores ; 6o» 

The liquid food, which through thofe paflcs fhivcs. 
To every part juft reparation gives ; 
Through holes of various figures various juice 
Infinuates, to ferve for Nature's ufe. 

See^ 
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Sec, fofter fibres to the, flefli are fent, 1 605 

While th« thin membr«pe iia&r firings augmcnp ; 

The tough and ftroag ate <Uk the. ^ws laid» 

And to the bones the harder are convey'di.. 

Bu; what the mafs nutfitjous does divide. 

To dilferent parts the di/Fpnent portions guide,. 6 19 

What makes them «ptiy to the limbs adhere, , 

In youth augment thenoi and in age re(>air, 1 

The deopeil fcarch could never y\:t, declare, J 

Nor Ipfs contrivaocci nor lefs cufious art. 
Surprize and pleafc in every other part. 615 

See, how the nerves., with^cqval wifdom made, 
Ariiing from the tender brain, .pervade 
And fecrct pafs in pairs the cbimnci'd bone, . . 
And thence advance through paths and roads unknown} 
Form'd of the fioeft connphcated thready .620 

Thefe numerous cords aie through tl^.l)ody fpread j . 
A thoufirnd branches from each trunk theyiend, 
Some totlte limbs, fome to the bowels tend; 
Some in fliait Itnes^ fome in tranfverfe, arc found. 
One forms a crooked figure, one a round ; 615 

The entraiU thcfe. embrace in fpirai firings, 
Thoie clafp th' arterial tubes in tender rings ; 
The tendons fome compacted clofe produce,. 
And fome thin fibres for. the (kin diffufe. 
•* ^ Thefe fubtle channels (fuch is every nerve f) &jo 
For ^ncat funfiions, fenfe, and motion ferve j 
Included fpirits through their fecrct road 
Pafs to and fro, as through the. veins the blood; 
Some to the heart advandng take their, way, . 
Which move and make the beating mufcle play ; 6^5 
O 3 Pari 
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Part to the fpleen^ pan to the livery flows, 

Thefe to the lungs, and to the Itomach thofes 

They help to lahour and concoft the food, 

Refine the chyle, and animate the hlood ; 

Exalt the ferments, and the ftrainers aid, 640 

That, hy a conflant reparation made. 

They may a due oeconomy mabt^n, 

Exclude the noxious parts, the good retaim 

Yet we thefe wondrous fun6Hons ne'er percare, 
Fun6tions, by wluch we move, by which we lire j (45 
Unconfcious we thefe motions never heed. 
Whether they err, or by juft laws proceed. 

But other fpirits, govcrn*d by the will, 
Shoot through their tracks, and diftant mufcles fill : 
This Sovereign by his arbitrary nod 650 

Rcftrains, or fends his minifters abroad $ 
Swift and obedient to his high command, 
They ftir a finger, or they lift a hand ; 
They tune our voices, or they move our eyes j 
By thefe we walk, or from the ground arifcy 655 

By thefe we turn, by thefe the body bend ; 
Contra6^ a limb at pleafure, or extend : 
And though thefe fpirits, which obfequioas go, 
Know not the paths through which they xeady flow, 
Nor can our mind inAru£^ them iu their way, $io 

Of all theix; roads as ignorant as they ; 
Yet feldom erring they attain their end. 
And reach that (ingle part, which we intend; 
Unguided they a jufl diflinftion make. 
This mufcle fwell, and leave the other flack 1 665 

t And 
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And when their fftrco-tl^ litdb orthac itAcHU, 
Our will the aieifure of that force dired» { 
The fpirits which ctiftead then, as we pleafe. 
Exert their power^ er iicm their duty ceafe. 

Thefe out-guards of the mind are feat abroad, 679 
And itiU patrolling beat the neighbouring road ; 
Or to the parts remote obedient fly, ^ - 

Keep pofts advanc'd, and On the frontier lie* 
The watchful centinels at every gate. 
At every palTage to the fenfes wait ; 67^ 

Still travel to and fro the nervous way. 
And their impreiRons to the brain convey. 
Where their report the vital envoys make. 
And with new orders are remanded back ; 
Q^ick, as a daned beam of light, they go, ^80 

Through different paths to different organs fk)W, 
Whence they reflect as fwifcly to the brain» 
To give it pleafure, or to give it pain« 

Thus has the Mufe a daring wing difplay'd. 
Through tracklefs ikies ambitious flight eiTay^d, 685 
To ling the wonders of the human frame ; 
But, oh ! . bewails her weak, unequal flame. 
Ye fkilful mailers of Machaon*s race, 
Wlu) Nature's mazy intricacies trace. 
And to fublimer fpheres of knowledge rife 690 

By manag'd fire, and late-invented eyes ; 
Tell, how your fearch has here eluded been. 
How oft' amaz'd and raviih'd you have feen 
The condu£k, prudence, and ftupendous art, 
And nu^r-flrokes in each mechanic part. 695 

O 4 Tell, 
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Tell, what delightful myfterics remain 
Unfung, which my inferior voice difdain. , 

Who can this field of miracles fuiyey. 
And not with Galen aU in rafiiure fay, . > • - 
Behold a God> adore Iiim, and obey ! > •700 
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BO O K VIL 

THE ARGUMENT* 

THE Introduction, in imitation of King Solomon's 
ironical conceHions to the Libertine. The Creator 
aiTerted, from the contemplation of animals. Of their 
fcnfe of hearing, tailing, fmelling, and efpecially of 
feeing. Of the nobler operations of animals, coi^* 
monly called inflinCls. The Creator demonflrated 
farther, from the contemplation of Human undef- 
ftanding, and the perfections of the mind. The vi- 
gour and fwiftneis of Thought. Simple percept 
tion. Reflejcion. Of the mind's power of ah- 
flraCHng, uniting, and feparating ideas. Of the 
faculty of reafoning, or deducing one propoiitioa 
from two others. The power of human underlbmd- 
ing, in inventing ikillful works, and in other in- 
ftances. The mind*s felf-determining power, or 
freedom of choice. Her power of eleaing an end^ 
and chufing means to attain that end. Of contrcd- 
in^ our appetites, rejeCling pleafures,' and chufing 
pam, want, and death itfelf, in hopes of happinefi 
in a diftant unknown ftatc of life. The Conclufi- 
on, being a (hort recapitulation of the whole j witli 
a Hynm to the Creator gf the World. 

WHILE 

I 
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TTTHILE rofy Youth its perfe£t bloom maint^ns, 

"^ Thoughtlcis of age, and ignorant of pains ; 
While from the heart rich ftrcams with vigour fpring* 
Bound through their mads, and danca their vital ring^ 
And fpirits, fwift as fun-beams through the ikies, 5 
Dart through thy nerve«, and fparkle in thy eyes ; 
While Nature with full ftrength thy iinews arms, 
Glows in thy cheeks, and tnumph> in h^r €httiais $• 
Indulge thy inflin^ks, and intent oa cafe.> 
With raviCbing delight thy fenfes pleafe. 10 

Since no black clouds difhonouY Dow 4le iky, 

Ko vidnds, but balmy genial zephyrs, %» 

Eager embark, and to tli' inviting gait 

Thy pendants loofe, and fpr«ad thy filkeh' itSli 
Spordve advance on pleafure*s wahton tide 15 

Through flowery fcenes, ditfus'd on eitlier (ide; 
See how the hours their painted wipgs difplay. 

And draw> like harnefs'd doves, the fmtiing day ! 

Shall this glad fpring, when a6tive ferments climb, 

Th'efc months, the faireft progeny of titne, ^ t» 

The brightefl parts in all duration's train, 

Aik thee to feize thy blifs, and alk in vain ? 

To their prevailing fmiles thy hcait refigtt, 

And wifely make the proffer'd blefiings thine. 

Near fome fair river, on reclining land, 15 

Midft groves and fountains let thy palace fland ; 

Let Parian walls unrival'd pomp difplay, 

And gilded toners repel augmented day { 

Let 
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Let porphyry pilfars in High rows tiphoM 
The azure roof enrich'd with veins of goW ; 39 

And the fair creaturts of the fculptbr's art 
Part grace' thjr patace; and thy gtfden part ; 
Here let the fcentfUl fpoik of opening flowers 
Breathe front thy citron walks, and jaTmine bowtrs ; 
Hefperian hloiToinf in thy hofom fmell ; 3 e 

Let all Arabia in thy garnoents dwell. 

That coftly banquets and delicious fcafh 
May crown thy table, to regale thy guefls, 
Ranfack the hilU, amd every park and wood^ 
The lake unpeople, and defpoil the flood ; 4^ 

Procure each feather'd luxury, that beats 
Its native air, or from its clime i^etreats, 
And by alternate ttanfmigration flies 
O'er intcrpofing feas, and changefs fkles j 
Let artful cooks to raife their rellih ftrive, 4 j 

With all the fpicy taftes the Indies give. 

While wreaths of rofes round thy temples twine, 
Bnjoy the fparkling blefSngs of the vine; 
Let the warm ne6tar all thy veins infpire, 
"Solace thy heart, and raife the vital fire. co 

Next let the charms of heavenly mufic cheer 
Thy foul with rapture liflening in thy earj 
Let tunefol chiefs exert their fkill, to (how 
What artful joys- from manag'd found can flow; 
Now hear tht melting voice and trembling firing ; 55 
Let Pcpuch touch the lyre, and Margarita fing. 

While wanton ferments fwell thy glowing veins. 
To the warm pai!k>n give the flackenM reins; 

Thy 
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Thy gazing eyes w't/h .blooming Lheiuity feaft». > 

JUceive its Mtt§. and hug it ia thy hrcftft ;. ■ . 4o 

From fair to fair'witU^y incoii(laQoejrpve» 
Tafte every {vmtr W* cloy -thy iimiliwitb.lpve^ 

But mi^ft (by bottpdlefs joys^ -ifabiiUled youtby .. . 
Sxmember (UU tbia M% . hmt Q^rtaia:ti»«b» • v< i 

That thou at ]aflf(Hrfir9lymtt(li|fi<i04)nl.r' 65 

To what wiU ^ ^i^(UU guiUaovoiuicJ , . ' 

Allow a God; be mail; our deeds regard r 
A righteous Judge oniil punifii and ccttKurd 1 . 
Yet that he H«r$:i)o^higb tribunal berc^' 
Impartial juftice^Mfedifpenfe, i&cl«aii« 7# 

His fword unpuoiib'd crimiaals defy, 
Kor by his tfauoderdoe&thetyniat die>f - 
While Heaven's adorersypreft^ich want and pain^ 
Their unnewarded innocence maintain*' > . 
See his right hand he iiaextended kcepiy > 7^ 

Though long proxrok-'d, th' anafUve^ vengeance ileeps. 

Hence wo a world fucceediogtfoi^ infer, '> 

Where he his }uflice will alien { prepare - V 

To (land arraign'd jbisfore iiis awf u I bar, , ^ 

Where wilt thou ludf thy ^ominious head ? So 

Shuddering with hoxsor,. what ha^ thoifr to- plead ? • - 
Pefpairing wretch i he 'li.frowt» tbiee from hie throne. 
And by his wrath waU make his being known. 

Yet more ReHgiopx*s em{Nre to fupp0tt|' 
To pufli the foe, and> make our lail cMbrt } S5 

Let beings with atttacion be rcview'di 
Which, not alohe^ with vit»l power endued. 
Can move themfelves, icaif organized perceifse ' ' 
The various Arokcs, which various objedts give. 

By 
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By lavsrs mcchtnt^can -I..ucrettus tell 90 

How living creatuFCR fee, or bear, or fixiell ? 

How is the image tothc fenfc coavt/d ? 

On the tun'd orgfti htt^w the impuKe iqade-? 

How» and by which' ttiorc noble part, the btain 

Perceives th* idea, ^cavi their fchooH expSun } 9J 

'Tis clear, in that fuperior feat alone — 

The judge of ol5j<i€if-t!as her fecret^hroner 

Since, a liml)Tfet«r'>i'%ythe"wo«liding.fVet!, 

We dill maf pafn> as in that aenfbelV'fML 

Mark how thefpnrits watchfttl-'ii»<he'«ar tco 

Seize undulating.found}:, and catch* thtt vocal air. 
Obferve how otliersv'thac the toiigue poflitfs, 
Which faks of vanona ihap& and -dzeiiaprefsy 
From their aifcdediifbres upward ilart. 
And difiefait taCkes; by^^ different iibrokes- impart. toj^ 
Remaik, howTib«ie^> which in 'the tiofhi^dWelty ■' 
Ths|t artful prgan dcAin'd for the'fdielV' «' 
'By vapours movfd, tlieir paiTage upward take. 
And fcents urtplcafant ordelightfiiliXBake. : 

Jf in the tpngufiy fche noftrxl, aodx^ der, i x^ 

No (kill, no wifdofD, no defign^ appear ; 
Lucretiant, next, regard the cuiiotii'eyer; 
Can you no arty po prudence, these dofcrjr ? 
By your mecbaniQ: principles, in. vain, .i 
The fenfe of iigiityou labour .tb ditpkur* 115 

You fay, from aU the objedbof the eye 
Thin colottr*4 .4>ape8 uninterrupted fly/. 
As wandering ghofts. {f9 ancient poets feigo) 
Skim through the m^ and fweep th* infernal pbun 1 
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^p thefe light 6gunB& roam by daya^ iMght» • i ti 

Bttt undifcover'd till betny'd by ligl^t* 

But can corporaa) forms wkh fo m\)cb ff^ 
Meet in thei^. flight a.thaufand image», 
And yet no toaAiStf no colliiiTe fence, 
Si%ak their thin textm/ and dkfaiii^ (Mr couHe? 125 
\Vhat fix'd their pam, and made them iacohere,. 
That they the>^6hHia «f the ofajca wtm ? 
What is the Ihapet chat fimm a hoiiy flies? ^ 

What moTCIs5Wtettli9mSa«ts, vHbat tnvlnpliesy I 
^»d punts iiBci(Nge:ia t thoufand; eycfs }- ijt^ 3 

'When fo the eye tlitf 'ero^K^g flgunes pafs, 
^ow in a p(^t«Ate Al pbflefs e place* 
AndUedsfliagrtiQi'diiifttekninoiripace? * 
Since all perb^itioii'iii i]ie brii» isrmedet 
(IXIkough where irid how was never yet difphyM) if^ 
Andfiotielbgreaeadiftancelieehesweett ' v^ 

The eye-ball) uid ^ feat of fenfe Wkhk | 
While in the eye tk^ anefted:ob]c6( Ibys, ' 

Tell* what th* sde» tnr the bhdn cooTeys ^ ^ - 

tYou fay^ i!lilt*ifi&ai in the op^tic nerre^ t40 

Mov'd by the inenfptBd iHugpe, {cnt ' "^ 

To bear th' impretffioato die hraip, and give 
The ftrokerby ix^lifoli the ol^ we peitMi?«» 

How does the biiiM,ioi]ch'd widttf^MitMMftllkdieei^ 
.Tbe whale diflmfjiftt^firom the mkrhle rock? ' H^\ 
Ftonoonce this; tree IV dcddr, thatimoakt^ • J 

Can fpirits we^ il»4lmtiger blowii e^qprelf ^ 
One body gytatMy ifkid aneikcr h&h 

^ . . . '" •■ ^ IM^ 



d by Google 



CREATION. -Bom VII. to|L 

Hov do they make ub fptce and dtftftnce know } 

At once diftintt a Jihoufaad ol^e^s 0iqw> 1501 

Lucretians, now pcoceed ; cCMtfsenpUtc all . ^ 

The nobler a£kion» oCithe smimfily . ,1 

Which inflinft ftHUc^-fpnie low«r reafbn^ call* J ' 

Say» what contfj(^un) did b/ chan^ vm^ 
Which to bnice crcacuies did Khetbftiuft give icj^'. 
Whence they 9ft ^ghp difcern and dx«ad their foe^ 
Their food diftingttiibft and f beic phyfic luiow T 
By which the Jim learns 10 huni :Kia ■. pvey* . 
And the weak her/1 ytp f^ar aqd fty away ^ . 
The birds conf^wfi ipipiitabla.neCb ?, i ■ %im 

And dens are hai^^ted by ^ foreft {xaAsif, 
Whence fome in (ul^nranean dwelUi^ hidc^ 
Thefe in the rpcjE^y afid rJSMi^t '^ .woods abide? 
Whence OEQPipvA^bifBaiby through JuUa.andlawntpiiiw 
By artful fliifyjf^^ryvffling foegluik^. {(vBodp i%j 

What varu^, ^^9i}4ers pay pb^^^ 
Inafaiallinred,.iihfl^iji^cioiMb«e.l. . • 
'NUrk, how the^}itdct. untaught buildm (qvare 
Tbeir rooms, ^^v^ (be dark tbc^ j^Oj^iiigt xcar I . 
Xifatare's mechanif^ diey .UDwear^ &vn, t^ 

And fill with curious labyrinths tbc*^ve» 
"Seey what, bright ^spkes ol arQhitff^yunB ihiae 
Through ijbhe w4M9fe}fme, whathfavty, whacdel^l 
£ac}i odoriferpva qaU> an4 waKn.ipwBi^ 
The yellow piUags qf the riled Bower,, . nf 

Has twice tl^s^^des, the only figuie> fi| .- 
To which the Ubottrers Quy their, doB^fionmit 
Without the lofs of matteft or of .roon^ 
In all the wondrous flni&ure of the comU 
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Next view, fpeAitor, with admiring eyes» ito 

"bk what juft order til th' apartments ride I 

Sa regular their equal iides cohere, 

fh* adapted angles fo each other bear. 

Hut, by mechanic rules refin'd and hold, 

They are at once upheld, at once uphold. . i S5 

]>ots not this ilull er'n vie with reaibn's reach > 

Can Elucid mo#e, «an more Palladio, teach > 

Each verdant hill th'wduftrious chemifts climb, 

£xtra£^ the riahes pf the blooming th3rme, 

A/id, provident pf 'Winter long betore, ' 1^9 

They flock their cave$y -ahd Iioard their flowery (lore ; 

In peace they rule their (late with prudent care. 

Wifely defend, Ot* wage bffcnfive war, • 

Maro, thefe woitdertf 6lftr\l to his tboaghr, 

Pelt his known- ar^dur; and the rapttire caught ; 19^; 

Then cats*d his voice, and in immortal lays 

Did high as^ keiven tke infed nation raife. ' 

If, Epicurus, this whole artfiil frame 
Does not a wife Creator's hand proclaim, 
To view the iritidlb£tbal world advance; 20« 

Is this the creature too of Fate or Chance ? ' 
Turn on itfclf thy godlike reafon's ray. 
Thy mind €6ii^Wt>late, and it^ power futvey. 

What high pdrfie£lioiis grace the human mind. 
In flefh imprifoii'd^ and to earth confin'd 1 105 

yf/luA vigour hasihe I 'what a piercing (ight ! 
Strong as the wuids^' and fprightly as the light ! 
She moves oflMrearyM, as the active fire, 
And, like the tonr/her flights to Heaven afpire; 

.::. ^. ■. . ■ By 
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By day her thoughts in fftVer-ccafmg ftreilnis a 10 

Flow clear ; by night? thcj^ fhive in troubled dreams. 
She draws ten thoufand fUttdfca^fiNes in the braio, 
Drcflcs of airy forms tn ^dlefs train. 
Which all her inteUe6^oaTfcene8 prepare^ 
Etfter by turns the ftag^, tnd difappear, 115 

To the remottr regiohV of the (ky 
Her fwift-wing'd thought can in a iroment flyj 
Climb to the hcighfs 'of Hcaycrt, to be employed 
In viewing thence th' interrrtlnable void j 
Cio look beyond the (Ireaita of time, to fee ' 120 

The ftagriant ocfean of etemhy. 
Thoughts in an tniUnt through the zodiack run, 
A year's long journey for the labouring fun ; 
Then down they (hoot, asfwift as darting light, 
Npr can oppofing clouds retard dieir flight'; 225 

Through fubtcrrinean vaults with cafe they fweep, 
And fcarch the liidden wonders of the deep. 
When man with rcafon dignify *d is born, 
No images his naked mind' adorn ; 
No fciences or arts enrich his brain, 130 

Nor Fancy yet difplays her pif^ur'd train : 
He no innate ideas can difcem, 
Of knowledge deftitutc, though apt to learn. - 
Our intelleftual, like the body's, eye, ' 
WhiMl in the womb, no objeft can defcry; 235 

Yet is difpos'd to entertain the light. 
And judge of things when oiFer'd to the tight. 
When objefts through the fenfes paiTage gain. 
And fill with various imagery the brain, 

P TV 
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Th' ideas, which the mind jdQe$ thence perceive. 

To think and know the -firil occafion give. 

Did Ihe not ufc the fcnfcs* miniftry, 

Nor ever tade, or fmelly p^ hear, or fee. 

Could (he polTeft of power perceptive be ? 

Wretches, who (ightkf? ipxp being came, 245 

Of light or colour no idea; frame. 

Then grant a man his being did commence, 

Deny'd by Nature each exterj^al ienfe, 

Thefe ports unopened, diffident we guefs, 

Th' unconiicious foul no image could poilefs ; ^0 

Though what in fuch a ilace the redlefs tr^ 

Of fpirits would produce, we alk in vain. 

The mind proceeds, and to reflefUon goes. 

Perceives ih^ does perceive, and knows ihe knows ; t 

Reviews her a^, and does from thence conclude 

She is wiith reafon and >yith choice endued. 
From individuals of diftingui(h*d kind. 

By her abftra£king faculty, the mind 

Precifely general natures can conceive, ; 

And binh to notions univerfal give; 2^ \ 

The various modes of things diftinftly fhows, 

A pure refpeft, a nice relation knows, I 

And fees )f hence each refpe£b and each relation flows* J 

By her abftrafting power in pieces takes 

The mix*d and compound whole, which Nature makes; 

On objeffcs of the fenfes ihe refines, "j 

Beings by Nature feparated joins, f 

And fevers qualities, which that combines, * 

The 1 
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The mind, (vortk 4!hiog9 repug:ntat, fome ttipc^ 
. la which their MtorM tre tlike feledks, t^9 

And can fome dt^Ferenoe.and unlifkenefs iee 
In things wkich icem cnxixly to agree : 
She does diftinguiih beve, and there unite; 
The mark of judgo^nt that, and tlus of wit. 

As (he can reckon, feparate, and compare, S75 
Conceive what order, rul«, proportion, arc, 
^o from one thought ihe iHU can more infers 
:Maxim frooi maxim can by force ^Kprefs^ 
And make difcovter'd cfvths adeciate truths confefK : 
Oq plain foundations, whidi-our reafon laySf - >$• 
She can .ftupendoos frames i>f fcionce raife ; 
Kotion on notion built wiU towering rife. 
Till th* intelkc^ual fabrics reach the fkics^ 
The mathematic axioms, which appear 
By fcienti^c demondration dear, -gi^ 

The mafter builders on two -pillars rcan 
From two plain problems by lalWtous thougl>t 
Is all the wondrous fuperftru^ure wrought. 

The foul, as mention'^, can hcrfelf infpcA, 
By a£ls reflex can view her ai6^s dire^; 2^0 

A ta{k too bard for fenfc ? for though the ey« 
Its own reflected image can dePcry, 
Ifet it ne'er faw the fight by which it fees, 
Vifion can (hew no colour'd images. 

The mind's tribunal can reports rejeft 195 

Made by the fenfes, and their faults correal: ; 
The magnitude of diftant ftars it knows, 
r Which erring fenfc, as twinkling tapers, (hows » 

P A Crooked 
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Crooked the (hapc our chested eye, believes, ' 
- Which through a double medium it receives ; 399 

Superior mind does a right judgement make, , 
Declares it (Iraight, and mends the eye*s miitake. 

Where dwells this fovereign arbitrary foul, ^ 

Which does the human animal control, L 

Inform each part, and agitate the whole ? 3^5 X 

0*er minifterial fenfes does preiide. 
To all their various provinces divide, ( 

Each member move, and every motion guide, J 

Which, by her fecret unconteficd nod, ^ 

Her mefTcngers the fpirits fends abroad, 3<® I 

Through every nervous pafs, and every vital road, J . 
To fetch from every diftant part a train 
Of outward objefts, to enrich the brain ? 
Where fits this bright intelligence cnthron'd, 
With numberlefs ideas pour'd around ? 315 

Where fciences and arts in order wait. 
And truths divine compofe her god-like (late i 
Can the diire6t;ing (leel the brain difplay, • }2« 

And the augud apartment open lay. 
Where this great queen ftill chufes to reiide 
In intelle^ual pomp, and bright ideal pride ? 
Or can the eye, afTifled by the glafs, ' 
Difcern the (Iraic, but hofpttable place, 32^ 

In which ten thoufand images remain, 
Without coiifufion, and their rank maintain ? 

. How does this wondrous principle of thought 
Perceive the ohjtGt by the fenfes brought ? 
What philofophic builder will effay 339 

By rules mechanic to unfold tlie way 

4 How 
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a machine muft be difposM to think, 

how to frame, aiid how to link? 

IS, Lucretius, Epicurus,, tell,. 

fOM in wit unrival (hall excel, 335 

:hrough the outward fcufe the objeft flics, 

intlic foul her images aiife ; 

thinking, what perception is, explain ; 

all the airy creatures of the brain ; 
to the mind a thought refleft'ed goes, 34«|- 

low the confcious engine knovvs it knows. 
: mind a thoufand ikilful works can frame, 
arm deep projc£is to procure her aim. 
lants for eaftcrn pearl and golden ore 
ofs the main, and reach the Indian fhore, 345. 
re the floating fliip, and fpread the fail, 
ich the impulfe of the breathing gale, 
iors in framing fc hemes their wifdom ihow, 
fappoint or circumvent the foe. 
mbitious ftatcfnian labours dark defigns, 35* 

open force employs, now undermines ; 
ths direft his end he now purfues, 
le approaches now, and flanting views. 
, how refiftlcfs oratorii perfuade, 

out their forces, and the heart invade; 355. 

1 every fpring and movement of the foul, 
appetite excite, and that control ; 

powerful voice can flying troops arrefl, 

m the weak, and raeltth' obdurate bread;, 

: from tlie fad their meiancholy air, 36a 

difcontcnt, and folace anxious caie. 

P 3. When. 
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When threatening tides of rage and anger nfc,. 

Uf urp the throne, and rcafon's fway defpife, 

When in the feats of life this teropeft rcjgns, 

Beats through tlie heart, and drives along the vcin^r 

See; eloquence with force perfuafive binds 

The reftkfs waves, and charms the warring winds, 

Refiftlefs bids tumultuous uproar ccafe, 

Recalls the calm, and gives the bofbm peace # 

Did not the mind, on heavenly joy intent^ 37« 

The various kinds of harmony invent ? 
She the theorbo, (he the viol found, 
And all the moving melody of found ? 
She gave to breathing tubes a power unknown^ 
To fpeak infpir'd with accents not their own-; 375. 

Taught tuneful fons of mufic how to iing,. 
How, by vibrations of th' extended ftring. 
And manag'd impulfe on the fufFcring air,. 
T' extort the rapture, and delight the ear.. 

See, how celeftial rcaion does command 3.5a 

The ready pencil in the painter's hand; 
Whofe ftrokes aflfedt with nature's felf to vie, 
And with falfe life amofe the doubtful eye : 
Behold the ftrong emotions of the mind 
Exerted in the eyes, and in tlie face defignM.. ^tj 

Such is the artift's wondrous power, that we 
Ev'n pidur'd fouls and coloured paflions fee, 
Where without words (peculiar eloquence) 
The bufy figures fpeak their various fenfe. 
What living face does more diftrefs or woe, 3^9'^ 

More finifli'd flrame, confulion, horror, know," $ 

Than what the mailers of the pencil ibcw? J' 
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Mean time the chizel widi the pencil vies i 
Tiie filler arts difpute the doubtful prize. 
Are human limbs, cv*n in their vital ftate, 395 ^ 

More juft and ilrong, more free and delicate^ 
Than Buonorota-s curious took create ? 
He to the rock can vital ioilin£is give, 
Wkich thus transform'd cah rage, rejoice, or giicve : 
His ikilfW hand does marblk veins infpire jpd 

Kovv with the lover's, now the hero's fire ; 
So well th' imagined a£lors play their pait> 
The filent hypocrites fuch po>**er exerr, 
Thftt pailions, which thdy feci not, they beAow, 
Affright us with their fear, and melt us witli their woe. 
There Niobe leans weeping on her arm : 
How her fad looks aiid beauteous forrow charm ! 
See, here a Venus foft in Parian ftonc; 
A- Pallas there to ancient fables kr.ovvn ; 
That from the rock arofc, not from the main, 410 

This not from Jove's, but from the fculptor's brain. 

Admire the carver's fertile energy, 
With ravifli'd eyes his happy off't,pnng fee. 
What beauteous figures by th' unrival'd art 
Of Britilh Gibbons from the cedar ftart i 41 ^ 

He makes that tree unnative charms aifumey 
"Ufurp gay honours, and another's bloom ; 
The various fruits, which ditFercnt climates bear, 
And all the pride the fields and gardens wear ; 
While from unjuicy limbs without a root 410 

^ew buds devis'd, and leafy, branches, (hoot. 

As human kind can by an adt dirc£l, 
Perceive and khowy then reafon and refled : 

P4 Se 
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So the Self-moving Spring has ^wer to chufe, 

Thcfc methods to rejcft, and thofe to ufe j 4i$ 

She can clefign and profecute an end, 

Exert her vigour, or her a£k fufpend ; 

Free from the infults of all foreign power. 

She does her godlike liberty fecure } 

Her right and high prerogative maintains, 450 

Impatient of the yoke, and fcoms coercive chains ; 

She can her airy train of forms difband, 

And makes new levees at her own command ; 

O'er her ideas fovcreign ihe prefides. 

At pleafure thefe unites, and thofe divides. 4^5 

The ready phantoms at her nod advance, 
And form the bufy intelleftual dance ; 
While her fair fccnes to vary, or fupply. 
She (ingles out fit images, that lie 
In memory's records, which faithful hold 44^ 

Obje6ls immenfe in fecret marks inroird ; 
The deeping forms at her command awake, 
And now return, and now their cells foriake, 
On a6livc Fancy's crowded theatre, 
As file dirc6ts, they rife or difappear. 445 

Objefts, which through the fenfes make their way. 
And juft impreflions to the foul convey. 
Give her occafion iprft herfelf to move, 
And to exert her hatred, or her love ; 
Ideas, which to fome impulfive fecm, 450 

A£k not upon the mind, but that on them. 
When fhe to foreign objc6ls audience gives. 
Their Ibrokcs and motions in the brain perceives. 

As 
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As thcfe perceptions, we ideas name, 

From her own power and adive nature came, 455 

So when difcerhM by intel)e6lual lig)it, 

Herfelf her various paffions does exeke. 

To ill her hate, to good her appetite ; 

To fhun the firft, the latter to procure. 

She chufes means by free eleSive power; 46* 

She can their various habitudes furvey. 

Debate their fitnefs, and their merit weigh. 

And, while the means fuggefted fhe compares. 

She to the rivals this or that prefers. 

By her fuperior power the reafoning foul 465 

Can each reluftant appetite control j 
Can every paflion rule, and every fenfe. 
Change Nature's courfe, and wkhher laws difpenfe; 
Our breathing to prevent, {he can*arreft 
Th* extenfion, or contraftion, of the breafl ; 470 

When pain'd with hunger, we can food refufe, 
And vvholelome abftinence, or famine chufe. 
Can the wild beaft hrs inftinft difobey, 
And from his. jaws releafe the captive prey? 
Or hungry herds on verdant paftures lie, 475 

Mindlefs to eat, and refolute to die h 
With heat expiring, can the pantmg hart 
Patient of ihirft from the cool ftream depart ^ 
Can brutes at will imprifion'd breath detain? 
Torment prefer to eafe, and life diidain ? 4So 

From all redraint, from all compul(k>n free, 
Unforc'd,- knd unneceQitated, we 
Ourfelves determine, and our freedom prove. 
When this we fly, and to that objeft move. 

Had 
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Had not the mind a power to wiii and chufe, 4^5 

Ons obje£^ to embrace, and one refufe; 

Could ihe not aft, or not her ad fufpend, 

ils it ob{lru£^edy or advanced her end 1 

Virtue and Vice were names without a caufe. 

This would not Hate defcrvc, nor that Appiaufe ; 499 

JuKkice in vain has high tribunals rear'd, 

"Whom can her fentcnce punilh, whom reward ? 

If impious children ihould tlieir father kill. 

Can they ,b«~ wicked, when they cannot will ; 

When only caufcs foreign and unfeen 49 5 

Strike with rbfiftlefs force the fprings within. 

Whence in the engine man all motion mud begin ? 

Are vapours guilty, which the vintage blail ? 
Are ftorrats profcrib'dy which lay the foreft wade ? 
Why lies the wretch then tortur'd on the wheel,. 5C<y 
If forc'd to-treafon, or com pel I'd to ftcal ? 
Why does the warrior, by aufpicious fate 
With laurels crown'd, and clad in robes of (late. 
In triumph ride amidft the gazing throng 
Deaf with applaufes, and tlie Poet's fong; 505 

If the vi6lorious, but this brute machine 
Did only wreaths inevitable win, 
And no wife choice or ngilance has fhown, 
Mov'd by a fatal impulfe, not his- own ? 

Should trains of atoms human fenfe'invpel, 5x0'' 

Th^iugh not fo fierce,, foftrong, fo vifiblc, 
As foldiets ann'di and'do not men arrcft 
With clubs upheld and daggere at their breaftj 
Yet means compuliiv6 are not piamer ihown, 
When ruffians driven or cancpisrdrs drag uy' on }• 5 15 

As 
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W€ 're forc*d, when by an atom *8 fway 

, as when a tyrant we obty j 

whatever caufe confhTiinM to zdCy 

t no reward, no guHt contra6t. 

ind of mlers feels a cortfcious awe-, tpL'<$' 

:heir juftice, and regards their law- 

:ude and deviation knows, 

5 from one, from one that virtnc ftbWS j 

(he feels unlike effe£h within, 

tue pleafure, and remorfe from fin ; 515; 

' a jud reward by that are fed, 

f wrarti vindi6live fecret dread- 

d, which thus can rules of duty learn, 

t from wrong, and good from ill, difceri), 

the (harp flroke of juftice to prevent, 03% 

ne exprefs, can grieve, reflcft, repent j ^ 

e or chance her rife can never draw, 

ufes know not virtue,, vice, or law. 

n a life fucceeding tliis conceive^. 

or woe an endlcfs {late believe. . 

; the juft and univerfal doom, 

d by fears of punifhment to comcy 

; excited of a glorious crown, 

^in pleafurcs in a world unknown ; 

:he fond deiires of fcnfe rcftrain, ^^^ 

e delight, and chufe diflrefs and pain $ 
on dapger, can de{lru£lion face, 

ilinquifh life, and death embrace ; 

RiGtcd virtue can adhere, 

ins and want taprofperous guile pre&r ; 545; 

Unmov'd^. 
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Unroov'd, thefe wild tcmpeftuous feats furvcy. 

And view ferene this; refllefs rolling fea. 

In vain the monfters, which the coaft infeft. 

Spend all their rage to interrupt her reft; 

Her charming foog the fyren (ings in vain^ . 550 

She can the tuneful hypocrite difdainj 

Fix'd and unchanged the faithlcfs world behold^ 

Deaf to its threats, and to its favour cold. 

Sages remark, we labour not to fbow 

The will is free, but that the man is fo-i 555 

For what enlighten'd reafoner can declare 

What human will and underflanding are } 

What fcience from thofe ohjefts can we frame 

Of which we little know, bcfides the name? 

The learned, who with anatomic art 560'' 

JXiiTeGt the mind, and thinking fubftanoc part. 

And various powers and faculties alfert. 

Perhaps by fuch. abflra6lion of the mind 

Divide the things, that are in nature join'd^ 

What mailers of the fchools can make it clear 565. 

Thofe faculties, which two to them appear, 

Are not refiding in the foul the fame. 

And not diftinft, but by a dilferent name? 

Thus has the Mufe purfucd her har% theme. 
And fung the wonders of this artful frame. 570 

Ere yet one fuhterranean arch was made, 
One caverh vaulted, or one girder laid ; 
Ere the high rocks did o'er the (bores arife, 
Or fnowy mountains tower'd amidft the ikies | 
Before the watery troops fil'd off from land, 575 

And lay amidfl the rocks entrench'd in fand; 

Before 
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Before the air its bofom did unfold, ' 

Or humifli'd orbs in blue expanfion roll'd ; 

She fung how Nature then in embryo lay. 

And did the fecrets of her birth difplay. 5't« 

When after, at th' Almighty's high command, 
Obedient waves divided from the land ; 
And (hades and lazy mifts were chac'd'away, 
While rofy light diiffus'd the tender day ; 
When uproar ceas'd, and wild confuiion fled, 5!^ 

And new-born Nature rais'd her beauteous head| 
She fung the frame of this terreftrial pile. 
The hills, the rocks, the rivers, andtlie foil; / 

She view'd the fandy frontiers, which reftrain 
The noify infults of th* imprifon'd main ; 549 

Rang'd o'er the wide difFufion of the waves. 
The moid ccerulean walks, and fearch'd the coral. caves* 

She then furvey'd the fluid fields of air, 
And the crude feeds of meteors fafliion'd there % 
Then with continued flight flie fped her way, 595 

Mounted, and bold purfued the foufce of day | 
With wonder of celeflial motions fung. 
How the pois'd orbs are in the vacant hung. 
How the bright fluices of xtherial light. 
Now fliut, defend the empire of the night, 6ot 

And now, drawn up with wife alternate care. 
Let floods of glory out, and fpread with day the air* 

Then with a daring wing ibe foar'd fublime. 
From realm to realm, from orb to orb did climb : 
Swift through the fpacious gulph flie urg'd her way, 60 J 
At kngth cmcrg'd in empyrean day ; 

Whctt 
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Where far, oh far, beyond wliat m«it^s ^c^ 
In the void ^iHti^t^^ kumenfity, 
^he mind n^w fw^f iiaw planets, can exploit, 

cAnd yet beyoi\d(OVi iliU imagine. more. 610 

Thus 40 WM numbers did th* adventiuroiw Mufe 
7o fmg the lifelefe parts of Nature chufe.; 
And thenrndr^nc'd to wojKiers yet behind, 
Survey'd and iueig the vegetable kind 1$ 
. Hid lofty ^ods, i|nd ji|UMi4>]e brakes icevkwp 615 

Along tbe n^y .%4prf aird o'er the meiwtaia tew. 
Then left the Mu& the €eid and v/wv'wg greve. 
And unf«tigU0d<wttb graceful labour (WoKc 
To climb th' afnaEio^ 'heights ^ fenfei and fiug n 

•A^he power pefcepti^b, .ahd the inward fpripg 6210 > 
Which agitates and gitJide8 each Imng thiog. J ' 

. Ske neatiflffay'd the embryo's rife to trace 
^rom an unfafl>ionM» imk, un«haniierd jna£i : 
Sung hour tihe (purits wakien'd in the brain 

.'^ Exert their-furce, and genial toil maintain ; ^6^5 

Ereft the beating heart, tiw channels frames 
Unfold entangM limbs, and kindle vital flame-; 
How the fqnall pipes are in meanders kid. 
And bounding Hfe is to and ^o convey -d ; 

•JSdw fpirits^ which for fenfe and motion ferve, j6]0 
Unguided find the perforated nerve, 
Through every dark recefs purfoe their flight, ^ 

Unconfciotts of the road,* and void of fight, I 

Yet, 'Certain of the wayyilill guide their motions light. J 

■- From thence a nobler flight (he did eiTay, 
The mind's extended empire to fuTArey. 

7 She 
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fht fung che godlike priD(;iple of thought, "^ 

;A.ad baWf from objcfts by the fcnfes bionghti -J 

vThe inteUe£tual; imagery is wxought; 
How fbe the mqd^s of beings can difperpy • ,^/^ 

A nice refpe^, :a ineer relation learn ; 
Can all the thin abi\raj5ted .notions ^each. 
Which Grecian wi^^,-or» ^ritaiq, ,thvpe (lan teach. 
' Thus has the Mufe ilrove to difplay a, part 
Cf thofe unnumj)er:d miracle? of art, i45 

pf prudcnoe, condudt, ?uid of wife defjgn. 
Which to th* attentive thought confficuous flilnc. 

Still, vanquiih'd Atheif^s ! will you, keep the fidd^ 
,Axi6, hard in error, ftill refufc to yipld ? 
See, all your broken arms lie fpread aroundt $j^ 

And igiiominious rout deforms the eroi^ndj 
Be wife, and once» admoniihM by.^ fp^, 
Where lies your ilrength^ and wherry Qur.vveaknefs, knoaci 
No more at Reafon's folemn bar appe^r^ 
Hardy no more fcholaftic weapons hear j 6^ 

Diiband your feebly forces, and decline 
The war; no more in tinftl armour Chine; 
Nor ihake your bullrufli fpears, but fwift repair 
To your ftrong place of arms, the fcbiF^r's chair ; 
And thence, fupported with a mocking ring^ 66'<| 

Sarcadic darts and keen inve£^ives Qing 
Againft your foes, and fcornful at your feafts 
Religion vanquiih with deciiive jefts ; 
ArmM with redfllefs laughter, Heayep aiTailf 
RelinquiOi Reafon, and let Mirth prevaiL 665 

Good Heaven ! tha^ men, who vaunt difc^qiing %h^ 
And arrogant from wifdom'^ diHant height 

Leok 
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Look dnwn on migir mortals, who revere - 

A Caufe Sapreme, ihould their proud bnilding tea 

Without one prop the ponderous pile to bear! 

How much the Judge, who does in Heaven prefids 

Re-mocks the fcoffer, and contemns his pride f 

Behold, the fad unfufFerable hour 

Advances netr, which will his error cure i 

When he compeird fhali drink the wrathful bowl. 

And ruin\l feel immortal vengeance roll 

Through aH his veins, and drench his inmoil foul. 

0*erwhe1m*d with horror, funk in deep defpair. 

And loft for ever, will the wretch forbear 

To curfe his madnefs, and blafpheme the power Ato 

' Of his juft Sovereign, which he mock'd before? 

Hail, King Suprem<p I of Power Immenfe Aby£t ! 
Father of Light ! Exhauftlefs Source of Blifs ! 
Thou uncreated, Self-exiftent Caufe, 
Conta>rd by no fupenor Bcing'fi laws, 685 

Ere infant light eflay'd to dart the ray, 
Smird heavenly fweet, and try'd to kindle day : 
Ere the wide 6elds of aether uere difplay'd. 

Or iilver ftars ccerulean fpheres inlaid ; 

Ere yet the eldeft child of Time was bom, igo 

Or verdant pride young Nature did adorn} 

Thou art ; and didft eternity employ 

In unmolefted peace, in plenitude of joy. 
In its ideal frame the world, deiign'd 

From ages pad, lay finiih'd in thy mind. 695 

Conform to this divine imagined plan, 

With perfedfc art th' amazing work began. 

Thy 
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Thy glance funrcy'd the folitary plains, 

Wbete ihapelefs fliade inert and tilent reigns ; 

Then in the dark and undiftinguifh'd fpace. 

Unfruitful, untnclosM, and wild of face, 

Thy compafs for the world mark'd out the deftinV 

place. 
Then didft Thou through the fields of barren Night 
Go forth, collected in Creating Might. 
Where Thou almighty vigour didft exert. 
Which emicant did this and that way dart 
Through the black bofom of the empty fpace : 
The gulphs confefs th* omnipotent embrace. 
And, pregnant grown with elemental feed, 
Unfiniih'd orbs and worlds in embryo breed. 
From the crude tnafs, Omnifcient Architeft, 
ThofU for each part materials didft feleft. 
And with a mafter-hand thy world ere£V. 
Labour'd by Thee, the globes, vaft lucid buoys» 
By Thee uplifted, float in liquid fkies : 
By Thy cementing word their parts cohere. 
And roll by Thy impulfive nod in air. 
Thou in the vacant didft the earth fufpcnd. 
Advance the mountains, and the vales extend ; 
People the plains wirh flocks, with beads the wood. 
And ftorc with fcaly colonies the flood. 

Next, Man aroHf at Thy Creating Word, 
Of Thy terrcftial realms vicegerent lord. 
His foul, more artful labour, more refin'd. 
And emulous of bright Seraphic Mind, 

Q^ Ennobled 
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Ennobled by.Tby Jmagfi, Tppjfe^ ftpDfi,^ l-n:. iimJ 'jJ 
PraisM Tbfl^.bc? J^uiJior^ ?nd:tc}<^dgp^nbwftftii bnA 
Able to know, .f^irc;,. enjoy htXifio^ij. ,;r^. , ,./?, -3 : 
She did Iw^.high fclicuy ^ppkucji -vu^ . ..? ■; vJv/o.T 

Since Thou didd all the^acioU(s^i^lds ^Vj^hf^ : >..i 
Homage to Thee let all obedient p^. 
LetgKjjaBTiftg ftar?» that iUiKJp tWr d«fliii*driiig.:iA 
Sublime in iky, with yocal planets it«^ ■' . 
Confederate praiie to Thee, OGzeit Creator Kii^ 
Let the thin diftri£i:s of the waving air^ ^ ^ r^W 

Conveyancers of found, Thy ik)!l dedtse* . ^ .{m;. I. 
Let winds, the breathing creatuces of the ikkt» -.i j::A 
Call in each vigorous gale, tUa? roving flies^ ^aJ 
Bylandorfcaj then one loud triuD)ph riufe, ' ,^;/ 
And all their blalh employ in ibngs of praife« . , .1. p. 

While painted herald-birds Thy deeds .psQcUiiD, . . f^ 
And on their fpreading wings convey Thy fame js ■ ^ ;. 
Let Eagl^, which in Heaven's blue concavf foarj « 
Scornfm of earth fuperior feats explore, 
And rife with breads ercft againft^e fun, 
Be minifters to bear Thy bright renown. 
And carry ardent praifcs to Thy throne. 

Ye fifh, afiumc a voice ; with praifes fill 
The hollow rock, and loud rea6live hill. 
Let lions with their roar their thanks exprefs. 
With acclamations fliake the wilderncfs. 
Let thunder clouds, that float from pole to pole, 
With falvos loud falutc Thee as they roll. 
Ye monftcrs of ihe fea, ye noify waves. 
Strike with applaufe the repercullive caves. 

Let 
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Let hail and raifly let ni«(eoiis f<>rmM of fire^ 
And UiMbent flames'* in this bleft >vofkx:oR(^fe. 
Let the high cedar and the mountain |yme - 
Lowly to thee, Great Kkig, tfitir htids indlkiay > 
Let cvetyYpicy odoriftrods tree ' 

Prefent its incenfe and it$ balm to Thes. 
f And, thou. Heaven's Tieeroy o'er thiB woild'UilQnr, 
m. this bleft tafk fuperior -ardour (how; 
To Vl«r diyfelf, infleft thy reafon's nqr» 
Nature's replenilh'd theatre furvey ; 
Then all on fire the Author's ikill adore, 
And in load fongs extol Creating Power. 
.Degenerate minds, in mazy error loft. 
May combat Heaven, and impious triumphs boaft; '- 
But, while my veins feel animating fires. 
And vital air this breathing brcaft infpires, 
Grateful to Heaven, I'll ftretch a pious wing. 
And fing Hts pratfe, who gave me power to fing. 
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